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SKEPSOU Fall 2007 

From the Editors 

Dear Brothers and Sisters of Delta District 16: 

   Another issue has been “put to bed” and, once
again, our sincere “thank you” to all those who
contributed articles for this issue:  Grand,
Supreme, and District Lodge officers; committee
members; and chapters.  We greatly appreciate
your continued support of our endeavor to make
this newsletter informative, interesting, and an
important method of District communications. 
   We would like to encourage anyone who has
an interest in writing an editorial on a topic
relevant to AHEPA or the DOP to consider
submitting it for the spring issue.  It would be a
welcome addition to the newsletters to have the
opinions and comments of our membership. 
   In this issue you will discover that the
activities and workings of the Order have
continued throughout the summer, and the year
is off to a busy start.  Much has happened and
much is planned.  So keep the updates and
photos coming to us. You don’t need to wait
until the next deadline of April 7th to submit your
news. If there is a Sister or Brother that deserves
special recognition or an event that was
significant, let us hear about it.

Best regards, 

Cathy Paraschos 
Barbara Maligas  

On the cover:  The eight recipients of the District
Scholarships (clockwise from top left): Alexa
Calligas, Eleni Tsounakas, Nicolette
Georgacakis, Mark Kirkikis, Irene Tsounakas,
Alyssa Varsos, Katherine Rollins, and William
Wolf

District Officers 

Ahepa

Governor John Sempeles 
  john.n.sempeles@lmco.com
  817-271-1853 
Lt. Governor Costa Sgagias 
  csgagias@Satx.rr.com
  210-659-2677 
Secretary Nick Kaffes 
  nickkaffes@aol.com
  832-859-2786 
Treasurer Steve Kirkikis 
  steve_kirkikis@bellsouth.net
  318-861-1582 
Advisor Pete Kaldis  
  pgkadeltad16@sbcglobal.net 
  713-522-2300 
Warden Chris Ramas 
  cramas4126@sbcglobal.net
  713-665-6254 

DOP

Governor Barbara Maligas 
  maligas@sbcglobal.net
  281-974-9629 
Lt. Governor Sandy Salas 
  l-ssalas@hotmail.com 
  210-534-1080 
Secretary Sharon Papadopoulos 
  sharonpapa14@sbcglobal.net
  713-728-8322 
Treasurer Kay Sgagias 
  csgagias@satx.rr.com
  210-659-2677 
Advisor Penny Vletas 
  vletasp@sbcglobal.net
  713-780-4660 

District Website: www.ahepad16.org
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From Our District Governors          

                
Barbara Maligas

“Having a successful administration is not so 
much the work of any one person as it is the 
cooperation of a group of members.” – Pota 
Saratsis PGP 1952-1953 

Dear Sisters and Brothers of District 16, 

   While going through some of the file boxes with 
District records that were passed down to me upon 
my election as DOP District Governor  in June, I 
discovered a document entitled “The History of 
the Daughters of Penelope” (a portion of which 
was written by our own Sister Olga Karthauser) in 
which the above quotation was included. 
   When I read these words from our Past Grand 
President, I was inspired to pass them along to you 
with some of my thoughts. 

1.  Her words were a great comfort to me, for they 
reconfirmed the principle that while it is necessary 
to have someone to be the leader and guide the 
way, the success of an organization is not totally 
dependent upon the person in the position of 
leadership.  This realization lifts a burden from 
those who have been charged with a position of 
leadership, for even though we recognize the need 
to take seriously our responsibility of being a 
guiding force for the benefit of the organization, it 
also shares the responsibility for success, putting it 
on the endeavors of us all, “a group of members”, 
not just “any one person”.   The success of the 
Daughters or AHEPA clearly relies upon all its 
members being committed to increasing our 
membership, upholding of our legacy, keeping our 
Order one of service and achievement, and, 
specifically, fulfilling the many objectives of our 
founders.  In addition, however, it is the duty of

(continued on pg 3)

            John Sempeles
   Yia sas, Delta District 16 family.  This is your 
newly elected District Governor submitting my 
first official letter to the District, as a whole.  
Coming from a relatively small chapter like Fort 
Worth, it can be quite daunting to take the lead of 
such a strong and vibrant district as our own 
District 16.  However as Governor, I have been 
pleasantly surprised by all of the well-wishing and 
support I’ve received in my new office.  I really 
feel the District has opened its arms to me.   
   In the four short months since my inauguration, 
there has already been a whirl wind of activity in 
the AHEPA domain.  There have been national 
changes in the Supreme Lodge, a major crisis for 
the Greek people, and an 85th anniversary to 
celebrate.  It has been a remarkable four months. 
   We finished off the previous District year with a 
very successful convention in Shreveport, LA 
(June 14-17), thanks to the local Shreveport DOP 
and AHEPAN Chapters and specifically to 
organizers John Georgiafandis and Georgia 
Booras.  All members had the opportunity to enjoy 
the casino atmosphere and Shreveport hospitality 
while conducting District business.  Eight 
scholarships were awarded and the AHEPAN of 
the year (Soc Lorant of Shreveport) and Chapter 
of the Year (Little Rock) were announced.  The 
Daughters held a lovely luncheon honoring their 
Past Grand and District Governors and brother 
Alex Booras was recognized over the weekend for 
their many years of service.  And attendance was 
high:  The Greek night alone hosted over 400 
people!  Well done Shreveport!   
   At the very outset, your newly elected DOP and 
AHEPA Lodge officers got right down to business 
and had their first meeting in Shreveport.  Some of 
the challenges that faced us:  The location of the  

(continued on pg 2) 
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District Conventions for both 2008 and 2009, District 
Scholarships, and the funding for this very publication, 
the Skepsou.  Dallas and Fort Worth will be hosting the 
2008 convention, which will be held June 19th -22th

2008.  We are still considering potential sites for the 
2009 convention.  The Skepsou will be another 
challenge this year.  Due to added expenses of 
producing a truly professional, and now award-winning 
publication, it has become our task to solidify the 
funding for continuing this work through either greater 
support from the Chapters, both Daughters and 
AHEPA, or by finding other sources of income, such 
as fundraisers.  But whatever we decide, as with all 
things, we shall do so as one family. 
   In July, following the Shreveport Convention, the 
85th Supreme Convention took place in Denver, CO 
(July 10-15).  The District was well represented by 14 
AHEPANs and the convention itself had a voting 
strength of 252 AHEPA delegates.  The Convention 
made about 14 amendments to the AHEPA constitution 
and by-laws, ranging from clarifying the Board of 
Trustee responsibilities to elaborating on the authority 
for Chapter expenditures.  The convention was also a 
great opportunity for fellowship on a National level 
and seeing how other Districts conduct their business.  
Ike Gulas won the Supreme President’s position, while 
many of our District Brothers, notably Anthony 
Kouzounis and John Georgiafandis, advanced to 
National Lodge positions (Supreme Treasurer and 
Supreme Governor, respectively).  Congratulations 
gentlemen!  I know you will represent us well.  
   During the Supreme Convention, the Order was 
honored to have His Eminence Metropolitan Isaiah of 
Denver speak at the opening and banquet dinner.  In 
his speeches, His Eminence mentioned the importance 
of our organization championing Hellenism despite a 
world wide departure from it.  He also mentioned his 
intention to foster good feelings and cooperation 
between the Greek Orthodox Diocese of Denver and 
the Order of AHEPA.  I later spoke with His Eminence 
in person, and he reiterated that point to me.  He plans 
to contact all of the Parish Priests in our District and 
encourage them to work with AHEPA on such things 
as AHEPA Day and other events.  I was very 
encouraged by his words.   
   This same solidarity was also evident in September 
when the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America and 
the AHEPA celebrated together their mutual 85th

Anniversary in the birthplace of AHEPA, Atlanta GA 
(Sept. 7-9th).  The entire DOP and AHEPAN Order 
came together to celebrate the roots of Hellenism and 
Orthodoxy with a tribute to our past, as well as a 
Historical Exhibition at the Atlanta Hellenic Center.  

His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios was present and 
praised AHEPA for its good works, and the continued 
bond between the two organizations.  There was also 
some AHEPA business conducted during the District 
Governor’s conference.  The District Governors were 
able to converge and share the projects they were 
managing in their domain.  In addition, National 
director Basil Mossaidis and Supreme President Gulas 
flowed down information on National’s HUD, 
Congressional interaction, and National’s new website  
and informational dissemination through the web.  
Supreme Vice President Nick Karacostas unveiled the 
Supreme Lodge’s new membership drive, with awards 
of free roundtrip fare to Greece for the National 
convention for those who bring in 10 members or 
more.  The Districts have been asked to raise 
membership by 20% by Dec. 31st, 2007.  It will be one 
of our goals for this year.   Overall, it was very fitting 
that the two pillars of democracy and theology would 
share the same birthday in such harmony.   
   In the midst of all these good things, there has also 
been tragedy.  In early September, the AHEPA domain 
became witness to the devastating fires taking place in 
our homeland of Greece.  Thousands were displaced 
and 67 were killed by the fires that ravaged the 
Peloponnese peninsula. Greeks in the area had not only 
lost their homes but also their livelihoods in the farms, 
crops, and livestock that were destroyed. Coming to 
their aid, the National Lodge stepped up to the plate 
and immediately offered its assistance of monetary and 
physical aid.  National was able to raise over $1.5 
million from the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID) organization, and 
started a mass internal collection and delivery of care 
packages.  National also made an initial organizational 
goal of $100,000 in monetary assistance.  At the 85th

Anniversary event in September, Archbishop 
Demetrios highly praised our Order for so quickly 
coming to the aid of the Greek people.   
   The call was immediately made to all of the Districts 
to raise funds and care packages to meet the Order’s 
commitment.  Past District Governor Pete Kaldis and 
Supreme Treasurer Anthony Kouzounis heard this call, 
and flew into action.  They immediately began raising 
money.  As Chairmen of the Delta District 16 Fire 
Relief Fund, and with the help of the chapters and the 
Houston area especially, they established a District’s 
goal of $12,500.  Due to Chapters being in between 
business sessions during summer vacation, there was 
inadequate time to collect the funds and purchase 
packets, as originally planned, by National’s deadline.  
The District will still meet its goal, and send the funds 
to Washington to be used on immediate Greek needs,  
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either care packages or to support reforestation and 
other projects.  I highly commend the Chapters for 
their efforts, and especially Pete and Anthony for all 
their hard work.  Please continue to give to this very 
worthy cause. 
   Even as we rise to face emergencies, the day to day 
work of the District must go on.  The District Lodge 
will have its first Fall meeting on September 29th at the 
Houston AHEPA 29 HUD complex.  We will discuss 
the future plans for the District.  Local Chapter 
members are encouraged to attend to hear the issues 
facing Delta District.  My goals this year are to 
adequately fund the Skepsou, finalize the convention 
schedule for 2008 & 2009, work on increasing District 
projects, increasing membership, promoting the Sons 
of Pericles in District 16, and promoting Chapter 

events within our District.   We will also support such 
National projects as the Journey to Greece and the 
Supreme Convention.  I plan to visit each of the 
Chapters throughout the District, many of them such as 
Shreveport, Houston, Dallas, San Antonio, and Austin 
in the Fall.  I look forward to hearing from members 
and discussing your concerns for our Order.   
   I know many of you put your faith in me to lead the 
District and rejuvenate the Order with my youthful 
perspective.  I will work very hard to meet this trust.  
We each bring what strengths we can to the Order and 
I hope to use my skills of organization and facilitation 
to best serve the good of all.  I know you will be with 
me every step of the way.  As the saying goes in 
Greek, O Theos voethos (God will guide us). 

> > > > > > < < < < < < 

(continued from pg. 1 – DG Maligas) 
the chapter, district and national officers to assist the 
membership in achieving these objectives by 
informing, directing, and encouraging them. 
2.  In reference to “a group of members”, there is a 
formula in marketing that is referred to as the 20/80 
rule which states that 20% of the merchandise 
produces 80% of the sales. 
   Unfortunately this same formula sometime applies to 
the meeting attendance and the division of labor within 
an organization.  There are, it seems, some members 
who do the lion’s share of the work on the projects or 
who regularly attend the monthly meetings, while there 
are others who remain less active and are only 
occasionally at meetings.  The question is how do we 
encourage those in the remaining “80%” to become 
actively involved so we get better participation from all 
our members?   
Consider the following: 

�� Every individual has talents they can use to 
make a contribution even if they are unable to 
attend the meetings and activities.

�� Anyone who is a member of an organization 
wants to participate and feel they are being of 
assistance and supportive, they only need to be 
presented with an opportunity.   

�� The greater the number of involved members 
within an organization, the stronger the 
organization will be. 

Discovering ways of promoting a more active, vibrant 
membership results in the creation of members who 
take pride in belonging and also results in a desire by 
others to share in the accomplishments and success.  
This is one of the topics that will be explored and 
brainstormed at the Mid-year Workshop in January. 
  3.  “Cooperation”… is defined as “working together 
with others for a common purpose.”  How better could 
we describe our Order.  This is what the DOP and 
AHEPA stand for, and only with the spirit of 
cooperation within our organizations can we 
accomplish our goals and overcome any challenges. 
   From personal experience I can attest to the 
enthusiastic and genuine offers of help and advice 
whenever I have needed it.  There are so many Sisters 
and Brothers in our AHEPA family that are willing to 
convey their extensive knowledge and experience 
whenever we ask.  
   There is a spirit of goodwill and unity in working 
toward our common goals.  This selfless devotion to 
the good of the Order is what promotes a caring, 
considerate Sisterhood and Brotherhood.  Thank you 
all for your devotion, dedication, and cooperation.   
  I wish each of you a Very Blessed Christmas Season 
and a New Year filled with Peace and Happiness. 

Love in Theta Pi, 
Barbara
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Love in Theta Pi, 
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From AHEPA Supreme Treasurer 
Anthony G. Kouzounis 

Dear AHEPA Family, 

So much has transpired since the SKEPSOU Spring 
issue and since my previous message that it is difficult 
for me to list all the events.  I do not wish to bore you; 
I’ll just touch on some highlights of my activities.  But, 
before I do, please take a moment to remember the 
sacrifices that all those before us have given and have 
accomplished by remaining honest to our Hellenic 
Ideals of Education, Philanthropy, Civic 
Responsibility, Family and Individual Excellence.  
What a wonderful legacy they have left us and the 
many challenges to emulate! 
   Are we up to the challenge?  We are, with just a bit 
of sacrifice in time from all of our other activities.  It is 
our depth of passion and our degree of involvement 
that will carry our beloved Order forward towards new 
challenges and accomplishments.  Only if we work 
together with a common goal. 

   It is this power of inclusion that has served us these 
past 85 years.  Let us rise to the occasion for the next 
85 years and let us leave a legacy we can all be proud 
of.
   After completing two years as your Region 7 
Supreme Governor (the most vast of all regions), I was 
nominated and elected to be your Supreme Treasurer 
for 2007/2008.  Your love and support has given me 
the strength to continue serving you and the Order of 
AHEPA.
   As a reminder, congratulate those that serve.  Let 
them know you appreciate them.  A pat on the back 
goes a long way.  It will be appreciated and will give 
them the courage to continue. 

Fraternally, 
Anthony D. Kouzounis 
Supreme Treasurer 

VOLUNTEERS

Many will be shocked to find 
When the Day of Judgment nears 
That there’s a special place in heaven 
Set aside for volunteers. 

Furnished with big recliners 
Satin couches and footstools 
Where there’s no committee chairman 
No group leaders or car pools 
No eager team that needs a coach 
No bazaar and no bake sale 
There will be nothing to staple 
Not a thing to fold or mail. 

Telephones will be outlawed 
But a finger-snap will bring 
Cool drinks and gourmet dinners 
And rare treats fit for a Queen. 
You ask, “Who’ll serve these privileged few 
And work for all they’re worth?” 
Why, all those who reaped the benefits 
And not once volunteered on Earth. 

Dates to Remember 

Dec. 2nd  New Orleans Bake Sale 
Dec. 9th  Houston 29 Christmas Gala 
Dec. 16th New Orleans Christmas  Party 
Dec. 28th Shreveport Family Christmas Party 
Dec. 30th DOP National Dues Required 
Dec. 31st “Journey to Greece” Registration 

Deadline
Jan. 19th Mid-Year Workshop in Houston 
Feb. 16th San Antonio 311 70th Anniversary 

Celebration
Mar. 2nd Clear Lake 518 Annual Glendi 
Mar. 8th  2008 Salute to Women 
Mar. 15th Penelope Scroll Deadline 
Apr. 7th  SKEPSOU Spring Issue Articles Due 
May 29th District Scholarship Deadline 
June 1st  DOP Membership Contest Ends 
June 19th-22nd 2008 District Convention in Dallas 
July 1st – 11th 2008 Supreme Convention in Athens 
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From DOP Grand Vice President 
Barbara Stavis Wolf 

 “Connecting with One Another” is the theme for the 
Daughters of Penelope Growth and Expansion 
Program this year.   In connecting with one another, we 
emphasize the greatness of the Daughters of Penelope 
and why we dedicate the time and energy to our 
wonderful programs and goals.   Our programs and 
projects have a significant impact on others in our 
communities and through our projects and activities we 
show the many benefits of being a member of the 
Daughters of Penelope.    All Chapters should 
formulate a strong Growth and Expansion Program for 
the year, to include specific plans to contact former 
members to reinstate and to contact prospective new 
members to join the Daughters.  Our membership is 
growing and we want to continue the growth.    
   Our goals are to assure we are: connecting with one 
another to emphasize our
mission and excite our current membership; connecting 
with one another to maintain our current members; 
connecting with one another to contact former 
members for them to reinstate their membership; 
connecting with one another in our Hellenic 
Community to assure potential members are invited to 

join; connecting with one another to invite others to 
join so that we increase our membership and allow 
others to share in the Daughters of Penelope. 
   Each first endorser on a new Daughters of Penelope 
membership application received at Headquarters by 
June 1, 2008, will receive a certificate of appreciation 
and have their name entered in a drawing for prizes, 
one time for each new member application received.  
The First prize is a round trip ticket on Olympic
Airlines, New York to Athens.    The Drawing for 
Membership Drive prizes will take place at the 2008 
Supreme Convention.   Be a part of the excitement of 
this year's Growth and Expansion Program – 
“Connecting with One Another”.    Let's connect 
with one another and each bring in at least one new 
member and get at least one former member to 
reinstate this year, while we also work to maintain our 
current membership.    Together, we can do it.  
Connecting with one another, we can connect for an 
even better Daughters of Penelope.   Good luck in your 
efforts for our Order.

“Connecting with One Another” 

              District 16 Delegates at the National Convention in Denver with newly 
                                 Elected Grand Vice President Barbara Stavis-Wolf (fifth from the left) 
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From the AHEPA Supreme Governor of Region 7 
John Georgiafandis 

At the national AHEPA convention, which was held 
this summer in Denver, Colorado, I was given the high 
honor and privilege of being elected, by my fellow 
Ahepans, to the office of Supreme Governor of Region 
7.  Region 7 encompasses Districts 15, 16, 17, 18, and 
19.  It is my pleasure to report that, although all the 
districts are headed by the finest of Brothers and have 
the most dedicated Ahepans, District 16 serves as the 
flagship for the entire region. 
   I can attest to that confidently, after attending two 
Supreme Lodge meetings, Region 16 District 
Governor’s Breakfast, receiving two Supreme Lodge 
conference calls, and a myriad of e-mails with the 
District Governors of the Region.  I have found District 
16 is like no other district in the AHEPA family.  We 
excel in all the district and national projects, but 
mostly, in “philoxenia” we are a great family of 
Ahepans.

  Concerning the latest AHEPA project, aid to the fire 
victims in Greece, District 16 has done an outstanding 
job.  Congratulations to the co-chairs of the project, 
PDG Pete Kaldis and Supreme Treasurer Anthony 
Kouzounis.  They have done an outstanding job in 
placing District 16 as number one in the project. 
   I wish the two district lodges much success in the 
coming year.  They have two outstanding leaders in 
Barbara Maligas and John Sempeles, and great success 
to my counterpart in the DOP, Helen Santire.  I also 
wish Barbara Wolf, Grand Vice President of the DOP, 
and Anthony Kouzounis, Supreme Treasurer of 
AHEPA, a wonderful year.  Awesome! Four national 
officers from District 16! 

With much fraternal love, 
John Georgiafandis 
Supreme Governor, Region 7 

From the DOP Grand Governor, Zone III 
Helen Santire 

It is a great honor for me to have been elected to 
serve the Daughters of Penelope this year as Grand 
Governor Zone III. Since becoming a member of the 
Daughters and a participant in the AHEPA Family, I 
have been touched by the love and courtesies shown to 
me by Sisters throughout District #16. I especially 
want to express my deep gratitude to the Sisters of 
Achaia #54, my home chapter. For without their urging 
and encouragement, I would never have realized being 
elected Grand Governor Zone III. 
   I have been assigned three extraordinary Districts to 
work with this year – 7, 15, & 16. I am especially 
looking forward to working with the incredibly 
talented women who are the officers of the respective 
district lodges. 
   This year, our chapters will be faced with many 
challenges that are unique to a woman’s organization 
of the 21st century. All of the challenges are of equal 
importance. However, I would like to focus on one – 
MEMBERSHIP, THE LIFELINE OF AN 
ORGANIZATION. This year, Growth and Expansion 
is being directed by Grand Vice President Barbara S. 
Wolf. The theme is “CONNECTING WITH ONE 
ANOTHER.” 

Our greatest resource is our membership – a 
membership that is knowledgeable of the mission of 
the Sisterhood and possesses innovative ideas.  I am 
challenging each chapter to develop strategies that will 

enhance the chapter’s membership and, at the same 
time, secure the continuation of the Daughters of 
Penelope far beyond the 21st century.  Approach the 
task with a positive attitude, raised expectations and a 
sense of renewed energy. When formulating these 
strategies, make sure that they are realistic and 
attainable. Consideration should be given to: 

�� Establishment of reasons why people enjoy the 
Daughters of Penelope. 

�� Assessment of projects. 
�� Providing opportunities of developing 

friendships
�� Involvement in community projects. 
�� Enjoyment from social functions. 
�� Promoting Hellenism, Education, 

Philanthropy, Civic Responsibility, Family and 
Individual Excellence.

�� Conducting of workshops designed to re-
educate all members to the purposes of the 
Order.

Once the strategies have been designed, WE MUST 
WORK IN UNITY. I am asking all Sisters to accept 
the challenge with love in their hearts and dedication 
and commitment in their soul.  

In Theta Pi, 
Helen Santire 
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From Our District Scholarship Chairman 
Steve G. Kirkikis, M.D. 

Since 1984, $142,100 has been awarded to179 
scholarship recipients.  The scholarship fund is 
supported by:  the Annual Scholarship Raffle, the 
Order of Ahepa and Daughters of Penelope Donation 
Envelope that was established in 1987, the interest 
from investments, a percentage of the proceeds of the 
annual district convention, and individual donations.   
   The deadline for submitting an application for a 
scholarship for the 2008-2009 academic year is May 
29, 2008, or three weeks before the 2008 Ahepa 
District 16 Convention in Dallas.  Applications and 
instructions may be obtained from the district 16 
governors of the Ahepa and Daughters, from the local 
Ahepa and Daughters of Penelope Chapters, from the 
District 16 Scholarship Board, or downloaded from 
District 16’s website at www.ahepaD16.org.
   The Delta District Sixteen Scholarship Board 
awarded eight scholarships of $1,000 each at the 76th

Ahepa District Sixteen Convention in Shreveport, 
Louisiana, June 14-16, 2007, for the 2007-2008 
academic year. The recipients (shown from top left 
going clockwise on the cover of this issue) are: 

Alexandra Calligas of Shreveport, LA, received The 
Mary M. Verges Scholarship.  Alexa graduated in three 
years with summa cum laude honors this past May 
from LSU in Baton Rouge with a major in Psychology.  
She is now attending graduate school at Auburn 
University in Auburn, AL on a full fellowship pursuing 
a Masters degree in Marriage and Family Therapy.  
She is the daughter of Gary and Tina Calligas. 

Eleni Tsounakas of Bryan, TX, is a sophomore at 
Texas A & M University in College Station, TX, where 
she is studying for a B.S. degree with a major in 
kinesiology. Eleni is a 2005 graduate of Sealy High 
School and is the daughter of Tony and Stacy 
Tsounakas.

Nicolette D. Georgacakis of Spring Branch, TX, is 
pursuing a B.S. degree with a major in public policy at 
Patrick Henry College in Purcellville, VA, where she is 
a sophomore.  After graduation she plans to attend law 
school.  Nicolette graduated from New Braunfels 

Christian Academy and is the daughter of Deno and 
Debbie Georgacakis. 

Mark S. Kirkikis of Kenner, LA, received The Nick 
C. Demeris Scholarship.  Mark is a sophomore and is 
majoring in chemistry to earn a degree in pharmacy at 
Spring Hill College at Mobile, AL.  Mark graduated 
high school at Brother Martin High School in New 
Orleans, LA, and is the son of Billy and Christi 
Kirkikis.

Irene Tsounakas of Sealy, TX, received The James 
George Vletas Scholarship. A senior at Stephen F. 
Austin State University at Nacogdoches, TX, Irene is 
majoring in music education with an all-level 
certification.  After graduation she is planning on 
attending the University of Houston to obtain her 
Masters in Business Administration.  She attended 
Sealy High School and is the daughter of Antonios and 
Stavroula Tsounakas. 

Alyssa Marie Varsos of Houston, TX, is attending 
The University of Texas at Austin, TX.  A sophomore 
this year, Alyssa plans to transfer to a communication 
school for a career in journalism.  She is a graduate of 
Clear Brook High School and the daughter of George 
and Jean Varsos. 

Katherine Rollins of Houston, TX, received the 
Ahepa Educational Foundation National Scholarship 
for District Scholarships.  Katherine is a junior at the 
University of Notre Dame with dual majors in English 
and Art History.  She is a graduate of Duchesne 
Academy in Houston and is the daughter of Bruce and 
Elaine Rollins. 

William Richard Wolf of Covington, LA, is a senior 
at Virginia Tech University in Blacksburg, VA, with a 
major in computer engineering and computer science 
and minors in mathematics and music.  After obtaining 
his B.S. degree at Virginia Tech he plans to work in the 
computer technology field.  He attended high school at 
St. Paul’s School in Covington and is the son of 
Barbara Stavis Wolf and the late Richard D. Wolf. 
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AHEPA-University of Indianapolis “Journey to Greece” 
By Past District Governor Pete Kaldis 

Due to the tremendous success of the AHEPA Journey 
to Greece Program in prior years, the Order of 
AHEPA, in conjunction with the University of 
Indianapolis Athens Campus, is once again offering the 
Program in the summer of 2008, immediately 
following the AHEPA Supreme Convention in July in 
Athens Greece. AHEPA and DOP Chapters and 
various AHEPA Family Districts may sponsor the 
Program for students who want to participate.  College 
Students and/or students in their senior year of high 
school are eligible.
   The Journey to Greece Program is not only an 
educational and enjoyable tour of our native homeland, 
but also provides students who complete the program 
with six (6) transferable University/College credits. 
The program offers our youth the opportunity to 
immerse themselves in Greek culture, while gaining an 
interesting and educational experience in arts, politics 
and Greek mythology. 
   The Indianapolis University Campus is located at the 
foot of the Acropolis, and is the only wholly owned 
branch campus of a U.S. university operating in 
Greece. It is accredited by the North Central 
Association of Schools and Colleges, and is also a 
founding member of the Association of American 
Colleges in Greece. 
   This years “Journey”, which began July 16, 2007, 
and ended on August 10, 2007, offered 67 students 
from across North America an unforgettable 
experience. Program Director Dr. James Dimitriou PSP 
led and coordinated the trip and the chaperons that 
attended.
   Since the program has been so successful, there was 
a desire to expand the “Journey”, therefore, this year  

upon the trip’s completion in Greece, the Journey to 
Cyprus was born. Forty-one (41) students participated 
and were hosted by the Republic of Cyprus in August 
from the 11th to 16th, 2007. The Cypriot Government 
accommodated the students at the Cleopatra Hotel in 
Nicosia, the capital of Cyprus. The students traveled 
around the country as the Government’s official guests. 
   Brothers and Sisters of Delta District 16, as you can 
see, Ahepa is diligently working hard, not only to bring 
interesting programs to our youth, but to also bring 
them one step closer to the Order of AHEPA. Let’s do 
our part this year by sending one or two students from 
our Proud District, on the next Journey to Greece. 
   In 2007 the cost of the “Journey’ was approximately 
$ 1,875.00 per student; however the student must pay 
for his airline ticket. For those students who are 
planning to attend the AHEPA convention in Athens, 
the airfare will then already be accounted for, a great 
opportunity to combine both events with one airline 
ticket.
   PLEASE, everyone, let’s do our part to sponsor and 
have representation from our District on the next 
Journey to Greece. Send your contributions to District 
Treasurer Dr. Steve Kirkikis, 310 Orleans Drive, 
Shreveport, Louisiana 70065. 
   The deadline for registration is December 31, 2007. 
We must have all contributions in, as soon as possible 
so there will be ample time to promote the “Journey” 
throughout our District to students who would be 
interested in going. 
   The exact cost and dates of the 2008 “Journey” will 
be announced shortly. If there are any questions or for 
additional information, please contact me at (832) 274-
2292. 

2007 “Journey to Greece” Students on the historical hilltop city of Mystras.



SKEPSOU – Fall 2007 

Page 8 

From Our District Scholarship Chairman 
Steve G. Kirkikis, M.D. 

Since 1984, $142,100 has been awarded to179 
scholarship recipients.  The scholarship fund is 
supported by:  the Annual Scholarship Raffle, the 
Order of Ahepa and Daughters of Penelope Donation 
Envelope that was established in 1987, the interest 
from investments, a percentage of the proceeds of the 
annual district convention, and individual donations.   
   The deadline for submitting an application for a 
scholarship for the 2008-2009 academic year is May 
29, 2008, or three weeks before the 2008 Ahepa 
District 16 Convention in Dallas.  Applications and 
instructions may be obtained from the district 16 
governors of the Ahepa and Daughters, from the local 
Ahepa and Daughters of Penelope Chapters, from the 
District 16 Scholarship Board, or downloaded from 
District 16’s website at www.ahepaD16.org.
   The Delta District Sixteen Scholarship Board 
awarded eight scholarships of $1,000 each at the 76th

Ahepa District Sixteen Convention in Shreveport, 
Louisiana, June 14-16, 2007, for the 2007-2008 
academic year. The recipients (shown from top left 
going clockwise on the cover of this issue) are: 

Alexandra Calligas of Shreveport, LA, received The 
Mary M. Verges Scholarship.  Alexa graduated in three 
years with summa cum laude honors this past May 
from LSU in Baton Rouge with a major in Psychology.  
She is now attending graduate school at Auburn 
University in Auburn, AL on a full fellowship pursuing 
a Masters degree in Marriage and Family Therapy.  
She is the daughter of Gary and Tina Calligas. 

Eleni Tsounakas of Bryan, TX, is a sophomore at 
Texas A & M University in College Station, TX, where 
she is studying for a B.S. degree with a major in 
kinesiology. Eleni is a 2005 graduate of Sealy High 
School and is the daughter of Tony and Stacy 
Tsounakas.

Nicolette D. Georgacakis of Spring Branch, TX, is 
pursuing a B.S. degree with a major in public policy at 
Patrick Henry College in Purcellville, VA, where she is 
a sophomore.  After graduation she plans to attend law 
school.  Nicolette graduated from New Braunfels 

Christian Academy and is the daughter of Deno and 
Debbie Georgacakis. 

Mark S. Kirkikis of Kenner, LA, received The Nick 
C. Demeris Scholarship.  Mark is a sophomore and is 
majoring in chemistry to earn a degree in pharmacy at 
Spring Hill College at Mobile, AL.  Mark graduated 
high school at Brother Martin High School in New 
Orleans, LA, and is the son of Billy and Christi 
Kirkikis.

Irene Tsounakas of Sealy, TX, received The James 
George Vletas Scholarship. A senior at Stephen F. 
Austin State University at Nacogdoches, TX, Irene is 
majoring in music education with an all-level 
certification.  After graduation she is planning on 
attending the University of Houston to obtain her 
Masters in Business Administration.  She attended 
Sealy High School and is the daughter of Antonios and 
Stavroula Tsounakas. 

Alyssa Marie Varsos of Houston, TX, is attending 
The University of Texas at Austin, TX.  A sophomore 
this year, Alyssa plans to transfer to a communication 
school for a career in journalism.  She is a graduate of 
Clear Brook High School and the daughter of George 
and Jean Varsos. 

Katherine Rollins of Houston, TX, received the 
Ahepa Educational Foundation National Scholarship 
for District Scholarships.  Katherine is a junior at the 
University of Notre Dame with dual majors in English 
and Art History.  She is a graduate of Duchesne 
Academy in Houston and is the daughter of Bruce and 
Elaine Rollins. 

William Richard Wolf of Covington, LA, is a senior 
at Virginia Tech University in Blacksburg, VA, with a 
major in computer engineering and computer science 
and minors in mathematics and music.  After obtaining 
his B.S. degree at Virginia Tech he plans to work in the 
computer technology field.  He attended high school at 
St. Paul’s School in Covington and is the son of 
Barbara Stavis Wolf and the late Richard D. Wolf. 
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AHEPA-University of Indianapolis “Journey to Greece” 
By Past District Governor Pete Kaldis 

Due to the tremendous success of the AHEPA Journey 
to Greece Program in prior years, the Order of 
AHEPA, in conjunction with the University of 
Indianapolis Athens Campus, is once again offering the 
Program in the summer of 2008, immediately 
following the AHEPA Supreme Convention in July in 
Athens Greece. AHEPA and DOP Chapters and 
various AHEPA Family Districts may sponsor the 
Program for students who want to participate.  College 
Students and/or students in their senior year of high 
school are eligible.
   The Journey to Greece Program is not only an 
educational and enjoyable tour of our native homeland, 
but also provides students who complete the program 
with six (6) transferable University/College credits. 
The program offers our youth the opportunity to 
immerse themselves in Greek culture, while gaining an 
interesting and educational experience in arts, politics 
and Greek mythology. 
   The Indianapolis University Campus is located at the 
foot of the Acropolis, and is the only wholly owned 
branch campus of a U.S. university operating in 
Greece. It is accredited by the North Central 
Association of Schools and Colleges, and is also a 
founding member of the Association of American 
Colleges in Greece. 
   This years “Journey”, which began July 16, 2007, 
and ended on August 10, 2007, offered 67 students 
from across North America an unforgettable 
experience. Program Director Dr. James Dimitriou PSP 
led and coordinated the trip and the chaperons that 
attended.
   Since the program has been so successful, there was 
a desire to expand the “Journey”, therefore, this year  

upon the trip’s completion in Greece, the Journey to 
Cyprus was born. Forty-one (41) students participated 
and were hosted by the Republic of Cyprus in August 
from the 11th to 16th, 2007. The Cypriot Government 
accommodated the students at the Cleopatra Hotel in 
Nicosia, the capital of Cyprus. The students traveled 
around the country as the Government’s official guests. 
   Brothers and Sisters of Delta District 16, as you can 
see, Ahepa is diligently working hard, not only to bring 
interesting programs to our youth, but to also bring 
them one step closer to the Order of AHEPA. Let’s do 
our part this year by sending one or two students from 
our Proud District, on the next Journey to Greece. 
   In 2007 the cost of the “Journey’ was approximately 
$ 1,875.00 per student; however the student must pay 
for his airline ticket. For those students who are 
planning to attend the AHEPA convention in Athens, 
the airfare will then already be accounted for, a great 
opportunity to combine both events with one airline 
ticket.
   PLEASE, everyone, let’s do our part to sponsor and 
have representation from our District on the next 
Journey to Greece. Send your contributions to District 
Treasurer Dr. Steve Kirkikis, 310 Orleans Drive, 
Shreveport, Louisiana 70065. 
   The deadline for registration is December 31, 2007. 
We must have all contributions in, as soon as possible 
so there will be ample time to promote the “Journey” 
throughout our District to students who would be 
interested in going. 
   The exact cost and dates of the 2008 “Journey” will 
be announced shortly. If there are any questions or for 
additional information, please contact me at (832) 274-
2292. 

2007 “Journey to Greece” Students on the historical hilltop city of Mystras.
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Dallas - AHEPA Chapter 20 
By John Boyd 

AHEPA Chapter 20 is preparing for a busy fall 
and 2008.  Newly elected officer for 2007/2008 
are: President John Boyd; Vice President Nick 
Carayannopoulos; Vice President Hellenic Affairs 
Tassos Lalanges; Treasurer George Zarafonetis; 
Corresponding Secretary Nick Dixie; Recording 
Secretary Roger Barone.
   Dallas, Forth Worth, and the Dallas Daughters 
of Penelope are currently in preparations for the 
78th District Convention to be held in Dallas June 
20, 21, 22, 2008; mark you calendars. 
   The Second annual Veterans Day coffee was 
held on Sunday November 11, 2007, honoring all 

Veterans.   A display of the current and past 
veterans was setup in the community center. 
   Chapter 20 is pleased to announce the recipients 
of their scholarship program for 2007. The 
winners are: Nia Alexandris attending Texas 
Woman’s University; Paula Hochleutner attending 
Angelo State University; Evangelos Kyprios 
attending Texas State University; Alissa Iatridis 
attending Oklahoma State University; and Voula 
Mavrokordatos attending Texas A&M University. 
Congratulations to all the recipients. 
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Houston - DOP Achaia Chapter 54 
By Helen Santire 

The Chapter has been on a whirlwind since the 
District 16 Convention in June 2007. At that 
Convention, Sister Barbara Maligas was elected 
District Governor and Sister Sharon Papadopoulos was 
elected District Secretary. The next month, the Sisters 
of Achaia were off to Denver for the Supreme 
Convention. The following Sisters did admirable jobs 
as Committee Chairmen: Tina Batmanis chaired 
Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Committee, Marie 
Harris chaired the National Penelope of the Year 
Committee, Mary Katsafanas chaired Cooley’s Anemia 
and Helen Santire chaired Scholarship. 
Congratulations, are also extended to Helen Santire on 
her election as Grand Governor Zone III, and to Tina 
Batmanis who was named chairman of the Grievance 
Committee, to PGP Becky Demeris who continues to 
serve on the board of the DOP Foundation Inc. and will 
co-chair the 2008 Salute to Women, and to Mary 
Katsafanas who will continue as chairman of Cooley’s 
Anemia and secretary for the DOP Foundation, Inc. 
   The newly elected officers of Achaia, under the 
leadership of President Roxane Dadinis, assumed 
responsibility in August 2007. Immediately the new 
officers were met with the challenges posed by the fire 
disaster in Greece. The Sisters of Achaia mailed 
clothing articles, donated funds, and participated in the 
“Olive Tree” campaign. Achaia did not restrict her 
time or efforts to aiding the victims of the fire. They 
baked for and worked at the October Greek Festival. 
Also in October, Achaia celebrated Founders’ Day 
with a luncheon at the Riverbend Country Club. Sisters 
Vangie Barrow and Terri Checkles chaired the event. 
However, the greatest effort of October was the 
groundbreaking ceremony for the Daughters senior 
citizen housing. This dream became a reality due to the 
hard work of the Daughters HUD Committee chaired 
by PGP Mary M. Verges.  Completion of this project 
should be in twelve to eighteen months. It should be 
mentioned that PGP Mary M. Verges was a recipient 
of the Jefferson Volunteer Service Award for 2007. 
She was presented with this award by Mayor Bill 
White of Houston, Texas.  The Sisters of Achaia are 
extremely proud of her. 
   In November, the AHEPA family will come together 
to enjoy a Thanksgiving dinner.   
   December, the most festive month of the year, 
promises to be full of cheer and goodwill towards all 
men. It begins with the annual “Santa’s Breakfast”, 
followed by the AHEPA Xmas Gala designed to raise 

funds for the scholarship program. (In 2007, the local 
Ahepa and Daughters chapters awarded over 40 
scholarships to academically talented young people of 
the community.)   As is the tradition, the Sisters of 
Achaia will serve wassail and cookies following the 
Christmas Eve liturgy at Annunciation Church.  Lastly, 
Achaia #54 will honor Grand Governor Helen Santire 
with a reception to be chaired by Sister Tina Batmanis. 
   Truly the fall of 2007 continues to be filled with 
many activities. We are looking forward to a 2008 that 
promises to be as busy and as exciting. Some of the 
highlights of 2008 will be the District Governor’s 
visitation, the Valentine’s Bake Sale, initiations, a mid-
year conference, cultural activities, a luncheon for 
senior citizens and the dyeing of eggs for Pascha.  
   Achaia wishes “A Happy, Healthy and 
Prosperous 2008 to All.” 

                                                       PGP Mary M Verges 
                                                            is presented with an  
                                                           award for Outstanding 
                                                      Service by Houston 
                                                      Mayor Bill White. 

Clear Lake – AHEPA Chapter 518 
By Terry Cuclis 

   In October of this year, Chapter #518, “The Hellenic 
Spirit of Clear Lake”, awarded three $600.00 
scholarships.  Recipients were Aldo Rapos and Anna 
Papadopoulos, first year students at the University of 
Houston, and Alyssa Varson, a sophomore at the 
University of Texas in Austin. 
   Our Chapter’s Brothers also raised $1,000.00 to 
contibute to the “Greek Fire Fund”. 
   Our Annual Glendi, from which the scholarship 
funds are derived, will be held on Saturday, March 2, 
2008. 
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Shreveport - AHEPA Chapter 8 and DOP Ajax Chapter 211
By Georgia Booras 

Greetings from your AHEPA family in Shreveport!  
We thank everyone who journeyed to Shreveport-
Bossier for the 76th Annual District 16 Convention and 
hope everyone had a blast. 
   We rounded out our year last May with AHEPA’s 
Mother’s Day Luncheon and a koliva and coffee for 
AHEPA Memorial Sunday on May 20th.
   June arrived and all our months of planning were 
over as the convention was finally here.  We welcomed 
members from throughout the District as well as 
national officers “our own” AHEPA Supreme 
Governor Anthony Kouzounis and Daughter’s Grand 
Treasurer Elaine Sampanis.  We enjoyed a weekend of 
meetings, merriment, and Greek dancing to the tunes 
of The Grecian Keys, and a little gambling at our 
headquarters, Diamond Jacks Casino and Hotel.  
Thursday was a welcome night fish fry and Friday 
night we hosted a Greek night for our conventioneers 
and local population and danced the night away. 
   Saturday we enjoyed a luncheon honoring 
Daughters’ past national officers and Penelopes as well 
as past district governors and that was followed by the 
district scholarship raffle.  An all-around entertaining 
event! Saturday night’s Grand Banquet was a double 
winner for Shreveport members as Soc Lorant won 
Ahepan of the Year and Dena Kosmitis won Daughter 
of the Year.  Bravo to both!  Following Divine Liturgy 
on Sunday we hosted a fellowship coffee to bid 
farewell and thank you to our visitors.  It was a great 
weekend, and on behalf of my convention co-
chairman, John Georgiafandis, and the hardworking 
committee members of AHEPA #8 and Ajax #211, we 
thank you for attending! 
   The new officers for our chapters are:   
AHEPA – President Bobby Booras; Vice-President 
Mike Clikas; Secretary Dr. Steve Kirkikis; and 
Treasurer Harry Stravolemos.   
Daughters – President Magda Panos; Vice-President 
Sophia Booras; Secretary Ethelyn LaHaye; and 
Treasurer Lisa Skamangas. 
   Our chapters have kicked off the new year in a 
generous way.  The AHEPA and Daughters each 
donated $500 to the Greek Fire Relief Fund and both 
chapters donated money to purchase new chairs for the 
St. George Activities Center.  AHEPA #8 donated 
$1,000 to the Shreveport AHEPA-Daughters 
Educational Grant and the Daughters pledged money to 
purchase the icon of Archangel Gabriel as St. George 
Greek Orthodox Church begins Phase I of its Icon 

restoration project.  We have all been blessed in our 
work and want to share our blessings. 
   Ajax Daughters welcome new member Faye Patton 
into our chapter and congratulate Ioanna Panos who 
was awarded a national DOP scholarship. 
   Our AHEPA family mourns the loss of member 
Galatia Cotseones.  May her memory be eternal. 
   We wish our District 16 family the best in the 
upcoming holiday season and New Year. 

Be sure to put Saturday, March 8th, 2008 on your 
calendar and begin making arrangements to attend the 
20th Biennial Daughters of Penelope Salute to Women 
that will again be celebrated in Washington, DC.  Past 
Grand President Becky Demeris (Achaia 54) is 
assisting Past Grand President Catherine Ferguson in 
organizing this inspiring and momentous occasion.   
   The event, which recognizes women with lifetime 
achievements, has honored outstanding women such as 
The Honorable Margaret Chase Smith, First Lady 
Betty Ford, The Honorable Olympia J. Snowe, The 
Honorable Sandra Day O’Connor, Eunice Kennedy 
Shriver, Dr. Kathryn Cologrides Coumanis, Thalia 
Assuras, and Dr. Christine Warnke. 
   Chapters and individuals wishing to sponsor the 
event and become acknowledged benefactors may 
make contributions at five levels: Diamond - $500; 
Emerald - $250; Platinum - $150; Gold - $100; and 
Silver - $50.  Checks are to be made payable to “Salute 
to Women 2008” and sent to DOP Headquarters.  For 
additional information, please contact Becky Demeris 
at 713.519.0923.   

Below:  Dena Kosmitis,  District  
16 Daughter of the Year, and                            
Helen Santire, District 16 Penelope 
of the Year. 

Above: Daughter’s past officers are honored at the District Convention Luncheon. 

Left:  Ajax President Magda 
 Panos with Vice-President 

Sophia Booras Left:
District 16 Convention 
Chairmen: Georgia 
Booras and John 
Georgiafandis

                                    Right: Sophie Papas and 
                                     Sophia Booras 

Above:  Delores Pappas, PGP Mary  
M. Verges, and Achaia President  
Roxane Dadinis proudly show the 
refurbished original charter. 
Below: Grand Vice President Barbara 
Stavis-Wolf with Dist. Gov. Barbara 
Maligas at the Achaia HUD ground- 
breaking ceremony. 

Achaia Chapter 54 HUD Ground Breaking Ceremony: (L to R) Vangie Barrow, Marie 
Harris, Mary Lymberry, Fr. Michael Lambakis (Annunciation Cathedral), Raynold  
Richardson (Dir. Houston HUD), Nick Stratas (Pres. AHEPA Nat. Housing Corp.), 
PGP Mary M.Verges, Delores Pappas, Niki Vaughn, and Sharon Papadopoulos. 
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Houston- AHEPA Alexander the Great Chapter 29 
By Tom Pearson

Congratulations to our newly elected officers for this 
year.  They are President: Lewis Faraclas, Vice 
President: John Papas, Secretary: James Verges, and 
Treasurer: Alex Apelles.  Past Supreme Governor 
Anthony Kouzounis was elected Supreme Treasurer of 
AHEPA at the National Convention. 
   The annual Scholarship Awards Banquet was held on 
July 26th at the S.P. Martel Hall.  Forty two 
scholarships were awarded totaling $48,250.  The guest 
speaker was Angela Minas, CFO of Constellation 
Energy Partners, and daughter of Ahepan Art Minas 
and DOP member Mary Minas.  The Education 
Foundation officers and members did an excellent job 
of fund raising to provide the money for this wonderful 
event.
  The chapter voted to give $1,000 to the Church to 
purchase a defibrillator for emergency use.  This will 
be one of three the Church will have on hand. 
   On Saturday, August 11th, Elias Tarsinos and 
members of Boy Scout Troop #1020 worked on his 
Leadership project to complete his Eagle Scout Award.  
This project included design, fund raising and 
implementation of a 10’ x 14’ gazebo, walkway, 
flower beds with border, bird bath, two bird feeders 
and three trees.  The project was built at the Hellenic 
Manor Apartments on site of Phase I and Phase II for 
the enjoyment of the residents.  Elias, shown below, is 
the son of Jim Tarsinos and DOP member Gail 
Tarsinos.  Congratulations to all for a job well done. 

   Also at the Hellenic Manor Apartments, a 10th and 
11th anniversary party for Phase I and Phase II, 
respectively, was celebrated on August 25th.  The 
barbecue dinner was donated by George Mullane, CEO 
of Logan Oil Tools and the drinks were provided by 
AHEPA management.  About 300 residents Ahepans 
and Daughters attended the celebration and enjoyed a 
delicious dinner.  

   The Chapter voted to give $500 to the Greek Fire 
Relief Fund.  Individual gifts totaling over $6,000 were 
also collected through the efforts of our Chapter Greek 
Fire Relief Fund.  The Chapter took the initiative when 
the fires first broke out to start an aid program.  PDG 
Pete Kaldis was appointed to head this effort, and then 
he and Supreme Treasurer Anthony Kouzounis were 
appointed by our District Governor to organize the 
District program.  As a result of our successful efforts, 
Pete Kaldis was named to the National Relief 
Committee. 
   The Chapter hosted the District 16 Lodge meeting on 
September 29th which was held in the day room of the 
Hellenic Manor, Phase I, housing project.  A luncheon 
for the lodge was provided by the Chapter. 
   Ahepan Jack John Vacados received his Master of 
Business Administration from Phoenix University and 
Ahepan Tom Pearson, Jr. received his certification as a 
Financial Planner. 
   Dr. Connie Charalampous gave a very interesting 
talk in Galveston sponsored by the Osher Life Long 
Learning Institute of UTMB.  His subject was “King 
Phillip to the Present”.  It was so successful that he was 
asked to give another lecture series on Hellenism and 
Democracy. 

West Houston - AHEPA Chapter 522 
By Paul Michael 

Chapter 522, 20 Brothers strong, raised over $1,200 
towards the AHEPA relief fund for the fires in Greece.  
This was the second highest amount raised in District 
16 and the chapter has still not completed their drive.  
The money was all donations from the Brothers.  In 
October the chapter members got together to clean the 
windows of the St. Basil the Great Greek Orthodox 
Church education building.  St. Basil’s had recently 
started construction on their new permanent sanctuary, 
so dust and dirt is in abundance. 
   Other projects that Chapter 522 has completed 
include building a house for Habitat for Humanity and 
sponsoring four families through the Salvation Army 
by providing Christmas gifts for all members of the 
families.  This was the third year the chapter has been 
involved with the Christmas project.  A prospective 
new project is to help provide new robes for the Altar 
Boys of St. Basils. 
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“Preserving our History” - Achaia Chapter 54 
by Delores Pappas and PGP Mary M. Verges 

Only when the Chapter Charter had been missing for 
three years did we all realize the magnitude of what 
could possibly have been lost – our entire history, 
documenting the beginning of one of the greatest 
Chapters ever to be started in the entire Daughters of 
Penelope domain.  This valuable document not only 
officially showed the date our Chapter was formed, 
November 27, 1936, and signed by our Founder, 
Alexandra Apostolides Sonenfeld, but also listed the 
names of our Charter members -- the 52 strong, wise, 
and courageous women who realized the importance of 
what this unique organization would stand for and had 
the fortitude and perseverance to take the necessary 
steps to form a Chapter in Houston. 
   Two of these legendary women, Sisters Sara Angelos 
and Thalia Vassilades still enjoy the fruits of their 
labor as they watch their Chapter become a significant 
force of our AHEPA family on the District and 
National level. 
   After many months of searching and praying that our 
Charter would someday reappear, to everyone’s 
indescribable joy and amazement, it was found last 
year over the Christmas holidays – what a symbolic 
Christmas gift to all of us.  Unfortunately, the wear and 
tear over the years and the obscure location of where it 
was found, took its toll on this irreplaceable document.  
It was wrinkled, frayed, and had a torn spot or two.   

Sister Delores Pappas, our valuable and loyal 43-
year member of the Achaia Chapter, volunteered to 
take over the huge, time-consuming task of researching 
to determine if anything could be done to restore the 
Charter.
   Delores reported that the first step in this process was 
making sure no further deterioration or damage would 
occur to the original document. Before the restoration 
was started, the chapter decided that a copy of the 
Charter was to be made as a back up and then framed 
with the glass and frame of the original Charter.  The 
restoration company would not attempt to remove the 
Charter from the frame without a release of liability, 
signed by our President, Dr. Roxane Dadinis, just in 
case the paper deteriorated when it was exposed to air.   
When the frame was opened, it was discovered that the 
original Charter had been printed on parchment 
material made of animal skin, possibly baby calf or 
lamb, not on paper.  We were also fortunate that the 
Charter was not glued to the document and was still in 
tact.
   The 71-year old Charter, along with the original 

frame and glass, was put in a fumigating chamber to 
stop the spreading of any mold or mildew.  The 
wrinkles were “cold-pressed” for removal, the torn 
area was repaired, and the watermarks were chemically 
treated.  When the document was taken out of the cold 
press, it was immediately taken to a frame shop for 
framing, to minimize any return of wrinkles and to 
ensure that there would be no split in the seal on the 
Charter.
   To complement the Charter, Sister Delores chose a 
frame from an original French mold by a French 
designer, partially made in France and hand-finished in 
Canada, with Museum glass.  A suede easel backing 
was placed on the back of the frame so that the Charter 
can be displayed standing alone or on an easel.  The 
backing had to be custom made because of the size of 
the document. The Archival framing, also known as 
conservation framing, has a complete 100% cotton 
backing.
   This Concerto frame came with a Certificate of 
Authenticity and white cotton gloves to be used 
whenever it is handled.  The frame is documented with 
a history of its own.  A heavy metal case, surrounded 
by several inches of durable padding, was purchased to 
protect and store the Charter. 
   Understandably, this process took several months, 
and each month at our Chapter meeting, Delores 
reported on the status of the restoration.  She 
painstakingly went through each step of the process to 
be sure it was done correctly, and once it was finished, 
this treasured document was brought in for the Chapter 
members to admire.  A once inconspicuous and 
underestimated document was now proudly displayed 
in prominence for all to appreciate and cherish. 
   Sister Delores showed the depth of her love and 
devotion for the Daughters of Penelope by making sure 
our Chapter history would always be preserved.  
Another deeply committed Achaia Sister, PGP Mary 
M. Verges, who has six family members, including her 
mother-in-law, listed on the Charter, benevolently 
financed the entire expense of the Charter duplication, 
restoration and framing.  
   The Sisters of Achaia 54 extend their warmest thanks 
and appreciation for the generous and gracious 
contribution of these two Sisters in restoring this 
irreplaceable, historical document, not only for our 
present benefit, but also for future members who will 
be a part of this dynamic chapter and will enjoy the 
exciting experience of being a Daughter of Penelope.
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Houston- AHEPA Alexander the Great Chapter 29 
By Tom Pearson

Congratulations to our newly elected officers for this 
year.  They are President: Lewis Faraclas, Vice 
President: John Papas, Secretary: James Verges, and 
Treasurer: Alex Apelles.  Past Supreme Governor 
Anthony Kouzounis was elected Supreme Treasurer of 
AHEPA at the National Convention. 
   The annual Scholarship Awards Banquet was held on 
July 26th at the S.P. Martel Hall.  Forty two 
scholarships were awarded totaling $48,250.  The guest 
speaker was Angela Minas, CFO of Constellation 
Energy Partners, and daughter of Ahepan Art Minas 
and DOP member Mary Minas.  The Education 
Foundation officers and members did an excellent job 
of fund raising to provide the money for this wonderful 
event.
  The chapter voted to give $1,000 to the Church to 
purchase a defibrillator for emergency use.  This will 
be one of three the Church will have on hand. 
   On Saturday, August 11th, Elias Tarsinos and 
members of Boy Scout Troop #1020 worked on his 
Leadership project to complete his Eagle Scout Award.  
This project included design, fund raising and 
implementation of a 10’ x 14’ gazebo, walkway, 
flower beds with border, bird bath, two bird feeders 
and three trees.  The project was built at the Hellenic 
Manor Apartments on site of Phase I and Phase II for 
the enjoyment of the residents.  Elias, shown below, is 
the son of Jim Tarsinos and DOP member Gail 
Tarsinos.  Congratulations to all for a job well done. 

   Also at the Hellenic Manor Apartments, a 10th and 
11th anniversary party for Phase I and Phase II, 
respectively, was celebrated on August 25th.  The 
barbecue dinner was donated by George Mullane, CEO 
of Logan Oil Tools and the drinks were provided by 
AHEPA management.  About 300 residents Ahepans 
and Daughters attended the celebration and enjoyed a 
delicious dinner.  

   The Chapter voted to give $500 to the Greek Fire 
Relief Fund.  Individual gifts totaling over $6,000 were 
also collected through the efforts of our Chapter Greek 
Fire Relief Fund.  The Chapter took the initiative when 
the fires first broke out to start an aid program.  PDG 
Pete Kaldis was appointed to head this effort, and then 
he and Supreme Treasurer Anthony Kouzounis were 
appointed by our District Governor to organize the 
District program.  As a result of our successful efforts, 
Pete Kaldis was named to the National Relief 
Committee. 
   The Chapter hosted the District 16 Lodge meeting on 
September 29th which was held in the day room of the 
Hellenic Manor, Phase I, housing project.  A luncheon 
for the lodge was provided by the Chapter. 
   Ahepan Jack John Vacados received his Master of 
Business Administration from Phoenix University and 
Ahepan Tom Pearson, Jr. received his certification as a 
Financial Planner. 
   Dr. Connie Charalampous gave a very interesting 
talk in Galveston sponsored by the Osher Life Long 
Learning Institute of UTMB.  His subject was “King 
Phillip to the Present”.  It was so successful that he was 
asked to give another lecture series on Hellenism and 
Democracy. 

West Houston - AHEPA Chapter 522 
By Paul Michael 

Chapter 522, 20 Brothers strong, raised over $1,200 
towards the AHEPA relief fund for the fires in Greece.  
This was the second highest amount raised in District 
16 and the chapter has still not completed their drive.  
The money was all donations from the Brothers.  In 
October the chapter members got together to clean the 
windows of the St. Basil the Great Greek Orthodox 
Church education building.  St. Basil’s had recently 
started construction on their new permanent sanctuary, 
so dust and dirt is in abundance. 
   Other projects that Chapter 522 has completed 
include building a house for Habitat for Humanity and 
sponsoring four families through the Salvation Army 
by providing Christmas gifts for all members of the 
families.  This was the third year the chapter has been 
involved with the Christmas project.  A prospective 
new project is to help provide new robes for the Altar 
Boys of St. Basils. 

SKEPSOU – Fall 2007 

Page 15 

“Preserving our History” - Achaia Chapter 54 
by Delores Pappas and PGP Mary M. Verges 

Only when the Chapter Charter had been missing for 
three years did we all realize the magnitude of what 
could possibly have been lost – our entire history, 
documenting the beginning of one of the greatest 
Chapters ever to be started in the entire Daughters of 
Penelope domain.  This valuable document not only 
officially showed the date our Chapter was formed, 
November 27, 1936, and signed by our Founder, 
Alexandra Apostolides Sonenfeld, but also listed the 
names of our Charter members -- the 52 strong, wise, 
and courageous women who realized the importance of 
what this unique organization would stand for and had 
the fortitude and perseverance to take the necessary 
steps to form a Chapter in Houston. 
   Two of these legendary women, Sisters Sara Angelos 
and Thalia Vassilades still enjoy the fruits of their 
labor as they watch their Chapter become a significant 
force of our AHEPA family on the District and 
National level. 
   After many months of searching and praying that our 
Charter would someday reappear, to everyone’s 
indescribable joy and amazement, it was found last 
year over the Christmas holidays – what a symbolic 
Christmas gift to all of us.  Unfortunately, the wear and 
tear over the years and the obscure location of where it 
was found, took its toll on this irreplaceable document.  
It was wrinkled, frayed, and had a torn spot or two.   

Sister Delores Pappas, our valuable and loyal 43-
year member of the Achaia Chapter, volunteered to 
take over the huge, time-consuming task of researching 
to determine if anything could be done to restore the 
Charter.
   Delores reported that the first step in this process was 
making sure no further deterioration or damage would 
occur to the original document. Before the restoration 
was started, the chapter decided that a copy of the 
Charter was to be made as a back up and then framed 
with the glass and frame of the original Charter.  The 
restoration company would not attempt to remove the 
Charter from the frame without a release of liability, 
signed by our President, Dr. Roxane Dadinis, just in 
case the paper deteriorated when it was exposed to air.   
When the frame was opened, it was discovered that the 
original Charter had been printed on parchment 
material made of animal skin, possibly baby calf or 
lamb, not on paper.  We were also fortunate that the 
Charter was not glued to the document and was still in 
tact.
   The 71-year old Charter, along with the original 

frame and glass, was put in a fumigating chamber to 
stop the spreading of any mold or mildew.  The 
wrinkles were “cold-pressed” for removal, the torn 
area was repaired, and the watermarks were chemically 
treated.  When the document was taken out of the cold 
press, it was immediately taken to a frame shop for 
framing, to minimize any return of wrinkles and to 
ensure that there would be no split in the seal on the 
Charter.
   To complement the Charter, Sister Delores chose a 
frame from an original French mold by a French 
designer, partially made in France and hand-finished in 
Canada, with Museum glass.  A suede easel backing 
was placed on the back of the frame so that the Charter 
can be displayed standing alone or on an easel.  The 
backing had to be custom made because of the size of 
the document. The Archival framing, also known as 
conservation framing, has a complete 100% cotton 
backing.
   This Concerto frame came with a Certificate of 
Authenticity and white cotton gloves to be used 
whenever it is handled.  The frame is documented with 
a history of its own.  A heavy metal case, surrounded 
by several inches of durable padding, was purchased to 
protect and store the Charter. 
   Understandably, this process took several months, 
and each month at our Chapter meeting, Delores 
reported on the status of the restoration.  She 
painstakingly went through each step of the process to 
be sure it was done correctly, and once it was finished, 
this treasured document was brought in for the Chapter 
members to admire.  A once inconspicuous and 
underestimated document was now proudly displayed 
in prominence for all to appreciate and cherish. 
   Sister Delores showed the depth of her love and 
devotion for the Daughters of Penelope by making sure 
our Chapter history would always be preserved.  
Another deeply committed Achaia Sister, PGP Mary 
M. Verges, who has six family members, including her 
mother-in-law, listed on the Charter, benevolently 
financed the entire expense of the Charter duplication, 
restoration and framing.  
   The Sisters of Achaia 54 extend their warmest thanks 
and appreciation for the generous and gracious 
contribution of these two Sisters in restoring this 
irreplaceable, historical document, not only for our 
present benefit, but also for future members who will 
be a part of this dynamic chapter and will enjoy the 
exciting experience of being a Daughter of Penelope.



SKEPSOU – Fall 2007 

Page 16 

New Orleans – DOP Nester Chapter 55 
By Helen Malachias, President 

Members of Nestor Chapter are thrilled to welcome 
new members Victoria Caridas Bell, Mary Ellen Grace, 
Stella Psomas, and Nancy Mulhern. 
   Delegates to the District Convention in Shreveport 
were Sandy Bouzon, Helen Malachias and Ginny 
Zissis, who enjoyed a well-planned program of 
meetings, luncheon, banquet and dancing.  We were 
proud that William Wolf was one of the scholarship 
recipients.
   Newly elected chapter officers are President Helen 
Malachias, Vice President Denise Ammons, Recording 
Secretary Deborah MacInnes, Corresponding Secretary 
Alyce Gaines, Membership Secretary Juanita Cabali, 
Treasurer Mary Kontos, Marshal Nancy Athas, 
Warden Callie Fouquet, Priestess Mary Kouloubis, 
Sentinel Monica Monteleone and Board of Governors 
Bella Bouton, Mary Giannopulos, Argie Kleamenakis, 
Irene Lambrinos and Angela Pembo. 
   Sandy Bouzon was our chapter delegate to the 
National Convention in Denver, where our own 
Barbara Stavis Wolf was elected Grand Vice President.  
Sister Barbara was honored at our September meeting 
with the presentation of 32 roses for her 32 years as a 
member of the Daughters and a beautiful reception 
sponsored by hostesses, Adrienne Dabbs Owen, Stella 
Dabbs and Sophia Pappas.  
   In September we participated in the GREAT SIGN 
UP SUNDAY where our table featured membership 
applications, DOP pamphlets and past chapter 
scrapbooks and refreshments, informing the 
community about our organization and seeking new 
members.   
   For the Care Packages Relief Drive for victims of the 
fires in Greece, our members donated towels, blankets 
and sheets, which were sent to Headquarters.  The 
Chapter also donated to the OLIVE TREE Drive for 
Greece and submitted an ad for the 85th Anniversary of 
AHEPA banquet event in Atlanta on September 8th.
   Four members of Nester Chapter have still been 
unable to return to New Orleans since Katrina and the 
chapter keeps in regular contact with Sandy Doussa, 
Despina Pappas, Agyro Pitsakis and Argyro Stratis.   
   The Chapter is working on plans for a bus trip to 
Alabama and pastry workshops for the Dec. 2nd Bake 
Sale, and Christmas Party with AHEPA on December 
16th.  During the summer the chapter enjoyed a lunch 
after church followed by an outing to the New Orleans 
Museum of Art to view the “Windows of Heaven” 
exhibit of Russian Icons, which included icons donated  

by the late Sister Dottie Thompson and her husband 
Pat.
   Nestor thanks Sister Leona Moore of Hecabe Chapter 
for her generous donation of hand sewn beautiful 
velvet collars for our chapter jewels.  All of our 
members are so moved by this lovely gesture and 
“labor of love” and sends our thanks to Sister Leona 
and the sisters of Hecabe Chapter. 
   Nester Chapter sends best holiday wishes to all our 
Brothers and Sisters throughout District 16.
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Below: (L-R) Magda Pelias, Alyce Gaines, Argie Kleamenakis,  
Despina Moustoukas, Vange Malachias, and Angela Pembo 

Above: Nestor Officers President Helen Malachias,  
Vice-Pres. Denise Ammons, Recording Secy. Deborah 
MacInnes, Treasurer Mary Kontos,and Corres. Secy. 
Alyce Gaines with Grand Vice-President Barbara 
Stavis-Wolf and PDG Sandy  Bouzon. 

Below:  Nestor members vist the New Orleans Museum of Art to view the “Windows 
To Heaven” exhibition of Russian Icons. 

      Above: (L to R)  
   Mary Giannopulos, Cornelia 
   Konditsiotis and Angie Kringas 
     
      

                                                                                                                               Above: (L to R) Nestor members Monia  
 Monteleone, Irene Lambrinos, Bella Bouton,  
 Pauline Caridas and Sophie Theodoron 

Left: (L to R) New Nestor member Mary 
Ellen Grace with Deborah MacInnes, Nisha 
Sandhu and Ginny Zissis 
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San Antonio - AHEPA Chapter 311 
By Costa Sgagias

Congratulations to the new Chapter 311 officers for 
the 2007/2008 term: President - Costa Sgagias, Vice 
President - Dan Titerle, Secretary - Frank Papatonis, 
and Treasurer - John Fotopoulos. 
          In April, our spring started with us helping the 
Daughters in hosting our Annual Church Community 
Picnic.  We had a good day with good food, good 
games, good fun and good fellowship!  As you can see 
the Ahepans, were really working hard!   

(Victor Gerleman, Ralph LaRochelle, Jim Vamvakias and Frank Papatonis) 

   The Ahepans were also at the Sunday School 
Teacher Appreciation Day Luncheon where we 
presented all the teachers a gift certificate to show our 
appreciation for all that they do for the youth of our 
community.    

(l-r, Ellen Pepps, Dorothy  Sawyer, Kathy Kaberides, Kevin  Dolan, 
Eleanore Watkins, Fr. Mangos, Katherine Catsifas, Fr. Dan, Georgia 
Zannaras, Costa Sgagias and Tomi Papanikolaou ) 

    In May we recognized AHEPA Day by hosting our 
Annual Dan Anthony Memorial Scholarship Fund 
Luncheon along with presenting 15 year AHEPA pins 
to Ralph LaRochelle and Danny Organ.   Once again 
our luncheon was another success - - not only in 
attendance but also in the generous donations in 
support of this event - every dollar donated goes 
directly to the Scholarship Fund.  Since 2002, we have 
awarded $10,000 in scholarships. Congratulations to 
the latest scholarship recipient Alexandra Gavallos.  

        (l-r, Costa Sgagias, Fr. Dan 
         Suciu, Alexandra Gavallos, 
         Victor Gavallos and Nick  
          Anthony)

   At the 36th Texas Folklife Festival held in June, we 
did something that the San Antonio SPURS are hoping 
to do - - back to back repeat.  We got First Place for 
our Gyro, 2 years in a row.  Our ribbon collection is 
growing.  But most importantly it was wonderful to see 
so many folks come out, work hard and enjoy 
themselves.  We remembered what it is all about - - 
faith, friendship, fellowship, fun, family, food and 
fundraising.
   No sooner did we finish with Folklife, it was time for 
the San Antonio delegation to head to the 76th District 
Convention at Shreveport LA.  We have to say 
Shreveport sure does know how to put on a great 
convention. Also, we want to once again congratulate 
Nicolette Georgacakis for being awarded the Delta 
District 16 Scholarship. 

(l-r, Dave & Olga Karthauser, Tony & Elaine Pena, John Fotopoulos, Luis 
& Sandy Salas, Costa & Kay Sgagias) 

   In August we partnered with the Daughters and 
Philoptochos to host a “Greek” night at the Fisher 
House.   For those who do not know, the Fisher House 
at Fort Sam Houston is like a hotel where families of 
the wounded soldiers can stay for little or no cost.   It 
turned out to be a very worthwhile project. We 
provided a meal to about 50 Family members and 100 
single soldiers in the barracks.

(Front row – Ellen Pepps, Leona More, Mimi Gerleman, Vita Mayo, 
Sandy Salas, Jim Vamvakias, Kay Sgagias, Toni Grauke) 
(Back rows – Victor Gerleman, Bill Layden, Dan Titerle, Luis Salas, 
Nena Bratianu, Geoff Crabtree,John Fotopoulos, Kathy and Peter 
Kabrides)
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(San Antonio – cont.) 

                        

            (Danny & Alexia Organ) 

   Afterwards we turned our attention in getting ready 
for the 47th Annual Greek FUNstival. When the 
wonderful ladies started baking and cooking, the 
Ahepans were the first to volunteer.
We also found time to continue with our quarterly 

Charlie Nicholson Memorial Blood Drive and as 
always we thanked all that donated the ‘gift of life’.  
   Next year will be our Chapter’s 70th anniversary; as 
such, we are planning on celebrating our anniversary 
with a dinner/dance.  What's more, we are going to 
team up with Philoptochos so they can hold their 
annual silent auction fundraiser along with our 
dinner/dance.  Stay tuned for more information about 
this event. 
   Wishing everyone in District 16 a joyous Holiday 
season – be safe, be happy, be thankful, and most of all 
be involved in your chapter, district and community. 

Ft. Worth AHEPA Chapter 19 
By Nick Payblas 

   Our chapter is currently making plans to assist at 
the annual St. Demetrios Food Festival scheduled 
in November.  The annual Valentine’s Day dance 
sponsored by our chapter benefited our 
scholarship fund and our scholarships for 2007-
2008 have been awarded.  Our annual canned food 
drive is currently underway. Currently, 
discussions are ongoing with our Brother Ahepans 
from the Dallas Chapter to jointly host the 2008 
District Convention in the DFW area.       

San Antonio – DOP Hecabe Chapter 185 
By Andrea Lieberum 

The sisters of Hecabe Chapter are excited about 
beginning a new year.  Our officers for the coming 
year are President Leona Moore, Vice-President 
KeeAnn Devora, Recording Secretary Andrea 
Lieberum, Corresponding Secretary Olga Karthauser, 
and Treasurer Dawn Mayo.  In addition, we have two 
sisters who were elected over the summer to positions 
at the District Lodge.  Sister Sandra Salas was elected 
as the Lieutenant Governor and Sister Kay Sgagias as 
the Treasurer.  Congratulations, ladies.  San Antonio is 
so proud of you! 
   In late spring, the Daughters once again prepared our 
fabulous baklava for the Texas Folk Life Festival 
booth.  Under the direction of the Ahepans, our booth 
consistently receives a ribbon for the food – and once 
again, we garnered the blue ribbon! 
   Our annual Rummage Sale was held in July under 
the direction of Sister Kathy Kaberides, and it was a 
great success.  The proceeds primarily benefit the Mary 
Vamvoros Scholarship Fund, as well as other charities 
designated by the chapter. 
   Our new year typically begins with the Mary 
Vamvoros Scholarship Style Show.  This year the style 
show was held at Oak Hills Country Club in 
September, featuring fashions from SteinMart.  Our 
charming and attractive models were men and women 
from the Greek community, all of whom did an 
outstanding job. 
   We’re looking forward to good works and good 
times in the upcoming months, and wish everyone a 
Blessed Holiday Season. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

Arrangements have been made with the Crown 
Plaza for rooms, meeting rooms and festivities.  
The hotel is close to the Dallas church.  The 
chapter’s pledge of $3,000.00 to the St. Demetrios 
Capital Campaign has been completed.  Also, our 
President, Aaron Young resigned and embarked 
on an eighteen month world tour with his wife 
with plans to return to the area afterward.  George 
Vardakis, Vice President, assumed the Presidency 
and Aaron Vernon was elected Vice President.     
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San Antonio - AHEPA Chapter 311 
By Costa Sgagias

Congratulations to the new Chapter 311 officers for 
the 2007/2008 term: President - Costa Sgagias, Vice 
President - Dan Titerle, Secretary - Frank Papatonis, 
and Treasurer - John Fotopoulos. 
          In April, our spring started with us helping the 
Daughters in hosting our Annual Church Community 
Picnic.  We had a good day with good food, good 
games, good fun and good fellowship!  As you can see 
the Ahepans, were really working hard!   

(Victor Gerleman, Ralph LaRochelle, Jim Vamvakias and Frank Papatonis) 

   The Ahepans were also at the Sunday School 
Teacher Appreciation Day Luncheon where we 
presented all the teachers a gift certificate to show our 
appreciation for all that they do for the youth of our 
community.    

(l-r, Ellen Pepps, Dorothy  Sawyer, Kathy Kaberides, Kevin  Dolan, 
Eleanore Watkins, Fr. Mangos, Katherine Catsifas, Fr. Dan, Georgia 
Zannaras, Costa Sgagias and Tomi Papanikolaou ) 

    In May we recognized AHEPA Day by hosting our 
Annual Dan Anthony Memorial Scholarship Fund 
Luncheon along with presenting 15 year AHEPA pins 
to Ralph LaRochelle and Danny Organ.   Once again 
our luncheon was another success - - not only in 
attendance but also in the generous donations in 
support of this event - every dollar donated goes 
directly to the Scholarship Fund.  Since 2002, we have 
awarded $10,000 in scholarships. Congratulations to 
the latest scholarship recipient Alexandra Gavallos.  

        (l-r, Costa Sgagias, Fr. Dan 
         Suciu, Alexandra Gavallos, 
         Victor Gavallos and Nick  
          Anthony)

   At the 36th Texas Folklife Festival held in June, we 
did something that the San Antonio SPURS are hoping 
to do - - back to back repeat.  We got First Place for 
our Gyro, 2 years in a row.  Our ribbon collection is 
growing.  But most importantly it was wonderful to see 
so many folks come out, work hard and enjoy 
themselves.  We remembered what it is all about - - 
faith, friendship, fellowship, fun, family, food and 
fundraising.
   No sooner did we finish with Folklife, it was time for 
the San Antonio delegation to head to the 76th District 
Convention at Shreveport LA.  We have to say 
Shreveport sure does know how to put on a great 
convention. Also, we want to once again congratulate 
Nicolette Georgacakis for being awarded the Delta 
District 16 Scholarship. 

(l-r, Dave & Olga Karthauser, Tony & Elaine Pena, John Fotopoulos, Luis 
& Sandy Salas, Costa & Kay Sgagias) 

   In August we partnered with the Daughters and 
Philoptochos to host a “Greek” night at the Fisher 
House.   For those who do not know, the Fisher House 
at Fort Sam Houston is like a hotel where families of 
the wounded soldiers can stay for little or no cost.   It 
turned out to be a very worthwhile project. We 
provided a meal to about 50 Family members and 100 
single soldiers in the barracks.

(Front row – Ellen Pepps, Leona More, Mimi Gerleman, Vita Mayo, 
Sandy Salas, Jim Vamvakias, Kay Sgagias, Toni Grauke) 
(Back rows – Victor Gerleman, Bill Layden, Dan Titerle, Luis Salas, 
Nena Bratianu, Geoff Crabtree,John Fotopoulos, Kathy and Peter 
Kabrides)
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(San Antonio – cont.) 

                        

            (Danny & Alexia Organ) 

   Afterwards we turned our attention in getting ready 
for the 47th Annual Greek FUNstival. When the 
wonderful ladies started baking and cooking, the 
Ahepans were the first to volunteer.
We also found time to continue with our quarterly 

Charlie Nicholson Memorial Blood Drive and as 
always we thanked all that donated the ‘gift of life’.  
   Next year will be our Chapter’s 70th anniversary; as 
such, we are planning on celebrating our anniversary 
with a dinner/dance.  What's more, we are going to 
team up with Philoptochos so they can hold their 
annual silent auction fundraiser along with our 
dinner/dance.  Stay tuned for more information about 
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season – be safe, be happy, be thankful, and most of all 
be involved in your chapter, district and community. 

Ft. Worth AHEPA Chapter 19 
By Nick Payblas 

   Our chapter is currently making plans to assist at 
the annual St. Demetrios Food Festival scheduled 
in November.  The annual Valentine’s Day dance 
sponsored by our chapter benefited our 
scholarship fund and our scholarships for 2007-
2008 have been awarded.  Our annual canned food 
drive is currently underway. Currently, 
discussions are ongoing with our Brother Ahepans 
from the Dallas Chapter to jointly host the 2008 
District Convention in the DFW area.       

San Antonio – DOP Hecabe Chapter 185 
By Andrea Lieberum 

The sisters of Hecabe Chapter are excited about 
beginning a new year.  Our officers for the coming 
year are President Leona Moore, Vice-President 
KeeAnn Devora, Recording Secretary Andrea 
Lieberum, Corresponding Secretary Olga Karthauser, 
and Treasurer Dawn Mayo.  In addition, we have two 
sisters who were elected over the summer to positions 
at the District Lodge.  Sister Sandra Salas was elected 
as the Lieutenant Governor and Sister Kay Sgagias as 
the Treasurer.  Congratulations, ladies.  San Antonio is 
so proud of you! 
   In late spring, the Daughters once again prepared our 
fabulous baklava for the Texas Folk Life Festival 
booth.  Under the direction of the Ahepans, our booth 
consistently receives a ribbon for the food – and once 
again, we garnered the blue ribbon! 
   Our annual Rummage Sale was held in July under 
the direction of Sister Kathy Kaberides, and it was a 
great success.  The proceeds primarily benefit the Mary 
Vamvoros Scholarship Fund, as well as other charities 
designated by the chapter. 
   Our new year typically begins with the Mary 
Vamvoros Scholarship Style Show.  This year the style 
show was held at Oak Hills Country Club in 
September, featuring fashions from SteinMart.  Our 
charming and attractive models were men and women 
from the Greek community, all of whom did an 
outstanding job. 
   We’re looking forward to good works and good 
times in the upcoming months, and wish everyone a 
Blessed Holiday Season. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

Arrangements have been made with the Crown 
Plaza for rooms, meeting rooms and festivities.  
The hotel is close to the Dallas church.  The 
chapter’s pledge of $3,000.00 to the St. Demetrios 
Capital Campaign has been completed.  Also, our 
President, Aaron Young resigned and embarked 
on an eighteen month world tour with his wife 
with plans to return to the area afterward.  George 
Vardakis, Vice President, assumed the Presidency 
and Aaron Vernon was elected Vice President.     
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CONGRATULATIONS

AND

OUR VERY BEST WISHES ALWAYS 

FOR YOUR ENDEAVORS 

Grace & Anastasios Catechis 
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