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From the Editors
Dear Brothers and Sisters of Delta District 16:

Judging from the articles sent to us by all the

chapters and officers for this issue, everyone has
been very busy for the past six months. It is very
rewarding to have a role in spreading the news
of this vibrant organization throughout the
District by means of the SKEPSOU.
As another yearly cycle fast approaches its
conclusion, we would be remiss to not thank all
those who have helped through their contribution
of time and talent in the creation of these past
two newsletters: the chapter reporters; the
officers on the District, Grand, and Supreme
levels; those who submitted photographs; and
the sponsors. Without your assistance we would
be sending a blank page with an address label!!
Our special appreciation is expressed to
District Governor Kaldis whose vision, active
leadership and support have been the driving
force in the development of the publication. We
are grateful he has agreed to work with us again
this coming year to continue the momentum.
When we meet in Shreveport for the 76th
District Convention we will look forward to
receiving your comments, suggestions, updated
addresses, etc. See you soon!
Best regards,
Cathy Paraschos
Barbara Maligas

Cover Credit:
Betty Jo LeBrun of the Shreveport-Bossier Film
Office
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SKEPSOU Fall 2006

From Our District Governors

Penelope A. Vletas
Happy New Year (2006-2007). I bring you
greetings from the Delta District 16 DOP Lodge
Members: Lt Governor/Marshal Barbara Maligas,
District Secretary Sandy Salas, District Treasurer
Sharon Papadopoulos, and Maids of Athena
Advisor/District Lodge Advisor Sandy Bouzon.
These folks have set their personal and business lives
aside to serve our Order. This is not unique with
these ladies. It is found throughout the DOP network
in places of service and among the membership at
large since 1922. As your new District Governor I
greet you with respect for what you have
accomplished through the years and as the restless
ambitious Greeks say “ke is anotera” – keep on
keeping on to greater heights. Seven words had to
translate three little Greek words.
In September, I had the opportunity to witness
AHEPA family Leadership Team in Washington
D.C. The Supreme President started the ball rolling:
promote Hellenism he said.
All who have a
smidgeon of Greek blood in their DNA perk up with
this word because we have become lax “in keeping
the light on” this issue. Great writings of PLATO,
ARISTOTLE, and DEMOSTHENES are gathering
dust in the mega libraries throughout the civilized
world because Universities rarely, or, not at all, offer
Greek studies; certainly not in the foreseeable future
if we continue in this state of ‘anergia’.
The Grand Officers of the Daughters of Penelope
are deeply committed to this call, and trust that their
treasured memberships will CATCH THE SPIRIT
and SHARE THE SPIRIT. DOP is committed to
promote HELLENISM. The DOP Foundation is
sponsoring renowned authors who wrote three new
books with a Greek tone from a child’s view and
perspective. We ask you to purchase the books, ask
(continued on page 2)

Pete G. Kaldis
It is difficult for me to express my feelings to
you in just words, but here I go.
What I have seen so far in the cities I have visited,
is that both AHEPA and the Daughters are extremely
close and work together for the glory of the AHEPA
family. They take such pride in their commitment.
I witnessed their welcome in New Orleans after all
they have suffered. The Sunday that I visited, they
had a breakfast for the whole community. In the
Church bulletin they wrote, and I quote, “Come join
us welcome District Governor Pete Kaldis from
Houston.” In the meeting, I witnessed the elections
take place. I was so proud of how warmly the
Brothers interacted with each other. I was even
prouder when I gave the elected officers their oath.
As San Antonio celebrated its 15th Annual Fashion
Show, I along with Daughters of Penelope District
Governor Penny Vletas, Lt. Governor Barbara
Maligas and Helen Santire attended and saw how the
Daughters of Penelope Chapter put on a beautiful
fashion show to raise funds for the Vanvoras
Scholarship. It was a warm feeling to see how proud
the sisters interacted with their brother Ahepans. I
sat along with District Secretary Costa Sgagias,
Brother Pete Anton and several Sisters. Surprisingly
I was asked to say a few words. All I could do was
give my congratulations to the recipients of the
scholarships.
But most of all, I thanked the
contributors of the scholarships for their unselfish
generosity. And even more so to the committee that
has devoted so much time and effort throughout the
year preparing for this wonderful cause. I was called
to draw a raffle ticket. On my way to the podium,
Helen Santire motioned to me to draw her name. I
motioned back okay. Sure enough I drew her name.
“Sister Santire, be careful of what you ask of me!”
(continued on page 3)
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(DG Vletas cont. from pg. 1)

(DG Kaldis cont. from pg. 1)

Rise up the lame, a hand that touched the eyes of the
blind to see. This was the vision of the AHEPA
brotherhood. And so, they educated doctors in the
ministry of healing, lawyers in the ministry of
protecting the oppressed, politicians in the ministry of
protecting the people with just laws, entrepreneurs in
the ministry of inspiration and support of the arts,
science, architecture, and engineering. The Ahepans
knew that if these professionals were garnered in the
word of God, wore a Jesus heart, carried a strong
ethnic identity, the democracy of our nation, religion,
roots and our personal freedoms would then be firmly
grounded.
Sooooo, you tall, dark and handsome Delta 16
AHEPA Lt. Governor, the past and present leaders and
members of the Daughters of Penelope will buy your
raffle tickets for the benefit of educating OUR future,
the AHEPA family. And that’s a deal!!
=========
No one suffered more pain or bore more sorrow than
one just man, Jesus Christ on the Cross. He will
forgive us when we ask – He will walk beside us when
we call His name.
=========

What can I say about our Stephen F. Austin
AHEPA Chapter #312! This small Chapter of 17
members, with an average age of no more than 40, is a
ball of ENERGY. They are well known in their Austin,
Texas community, and they take advantage of every
opportunity to promote AHEPA and Hellenism. I was
in Austin, Texas for my visitation meeting when a
professor from a local University came to the Chapter
and requested assistance to locate an instructor for their
Greek Language Program. This young group holds the
annual Greek Festival, supports the Church, the Junior
GOYA and several charities.
As relaxed as the City of San Antonio is, I can’t say
the same about their AHEPA Chapter #311. Under
the capable leadership of President Costa Sgagias, this
Chapter has performed well beyond expectations.
They support and stand by the District 100%. This
Chapter participates in the Folks Festival in San
Antonio, which is one of their many fundraisers to
support the charities they are committed to.
Fort Worth AHEPA Chapter #19 is the second
oldest Chapter in the District. This Chapter was laid
back for several years, but then, three years ago, a
young John Sempeles was elected President. His work
with the Chapter was so impressive, he was elected
District AHEPAN of the year. Today Brother
Sempeles is Lt. Governor, and now this Chapter, under
the new leadership of President Aaron Young, with
John by his side, is as strong as ever.
Good news from Dallas AHEPA Chapter #20. The
brothers in Dallas are already at work exploring venues
for the 2008 District Convention. It seems that this will
be a joint venture with the Ft. Worth Chapter. Of
course the DOP Chapters in both cities, as always, will
join in. This will be a four Chapter effort, diligently
working together for our 2008 District Convention.
After all, it is not what we do alone, but what we
accomplish together.
Shreveport, LA AHEPA Chapter #8 is the
Granddad of our District and an exceptional Chapter. I
cannot think of any Brother who has walked in or out
of one of their meetings not feeling that he had gained
so much. This Chapter is also the home of our District
Archives. This year the Shreveport Chapter is hosting the

Penelope A. Vletas

District Governor, Daughters of Penelope
Delta District 16
With Joy, “CHRISTOS ANESTI”

District’s 76th Convention. They have hosted some of the
very best District Conventions ever held. I believe this one
will be their best ever! The date is June 14th-l6th. Everyone
is invited to come join us and have FUN* FUN* FUN!

(continued on pg. 3)
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(DG Kaldis, cont. from pg. 2)
New Orleans Andrew Jackson AHEPA Chapter #133 is
back on track after the Katrina Disaster, when many of its
members were dislocated. The Chapter held its first meeting
in over a year last fall when I made my visitation and gave
the oath to all of the newly elected officers. I admire the
courage of these brothers rebuilding their future and their
lives. Brothers, keep up the good work!
AHEPA Chapter 355, City of Roses, Little Rock,
Arkansas. I was invited in March for my District
Governor’s visitation by Brother Pete Vratsinas, not only for
the visitation, but to also preside over the initiation of ten
(10) new members and administer the oath of office to them.
Exciting things are happening in this Chapter, which reflects
the image throughout our entire District. I visited this
Chapter in the past as Chairman of the 2004 Houston
District Convention.
The James Petheriotes AHEPA Chapter #522 is a fairly
new Chapter in West Houston, which is helping raise funds
for the erection of St. Basil’s Church this coming June.
They are committed to this cause and at this time are
concentrating diligently on this project. Yet they still
participate in many different functions with their
neighboring Chapters. On February 10, they hosted a
luncheon at Christie’s Restaurant for Supreme President Gus
James during his visit to Texas. This function was well
attended with representatives from two AHEPA Chapters
and two DOP Chapters in attendance.
That same evening the neighboring Chapter, the Hellenic
Spirit of Clear Lake AHEPA Chapter #518, held their
annual Apocriatico Glendi, a fundraiser for their Scholarship
Fund. Supreme President Gus James and I attended the
function, along with 218 AHEPA family members and
friends. Among the guests present were Supreme Governor
Anthony Kouzounis, PST James G. Petheriotes, PGP Mary
M. Verges and Houston DOP 54 Chapter President Roxane
Dadinis. It was great to have the Supreme President in
Texas. We all thoroughly enjoyed his visit.
I am presently working along with Supreme Governor
Kouzounis to re-activate the Woodlands Chapter in North
Houston and the Corpus Christie Chapter. Our contact in
Corpus is Harry G. Plomarity.
The District Lodge has kept you informed and up-to-date
on AHEPA’s National news, goals and programs, both by
email, US mail and through your Chapter Officers.
We have compiled an up-to-date 950-name mailing list of
addresses for all the District 16 AHEPA and DOP members.
Thanks to all the Chapter officers for assisting us, and
special thanks to District Lt. Governor, Barbara Maligas, for
compiling the list. Let’s keep it up. With the help of Sister
Barbara, we also now have a new image for the SKEPSOU.
Again, thank you, Barbara.
Brother Nick Lambron has done an excellent job
maintaining and updating our District 16 website,
www.ahepad16.org. Thank you, Brother Nick
Our Email Registry needs your help. The help it needs is
you --– and your email address. Please take one minute of
your time and say hello to our District Secretary Costa
Sgagias, at csgagias@satx.rr.com, or to me at
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pgkadeltad16@sbcglobal.net. We will then have your email
address and you will receive correspondence immediately.
The 2007 District Convention in Shreveport will be
outstanding. Our Shreveport Brothers and Sisters have
always worked very hard and with complete dedication to
our Order. It would be very appropriate and wonderful to
show them how much we appreciate all of their hard work
by assisting them in their efforts and by all of us going and
participating at our District Convention. .
I want to thank the Officers of both AHEPA and DOP
Lodges. I have enjoyed working with District Lt. Governor
John Sempeles, District Secretary Costa Sgagias, District
Treasurer Dr. Steve Kirkikis and District Warden George
Christie.
To DOP District Governor Penny Vletas -- I have enjoyed
getting to know you. District Secretary Sandy Salas and
District Treasurer Sharon Papadopoulos, it has been a
pleasure working with you.
To the DOP Sister who called my hand and really put me
to work with her relentless pursuit for excellence, and who
designed and published a most improved and impressive
issue of SKEPSOU -- DOP District Lt. Governor Barbara
Maligas – on behalf of our entire District 16 AHEPA family,
a big THANK YOU for the outstanding job you are doing as
Editor of the SKEPSOU. As reflected in the 1948 District 16
Convention Minutes signed by George Zarafonetis, where
mention is made of the importance of having a superior
District 16 publication, this last issue of SKEPSOU has
been the most talked about since that time.
In February all Chapters received the Scholarship Raffle
Tickets. As you know it is the only fundraising effort for the
District Scholarship Program. I am asking you to support
this program. Please do not hold the tickets until the last
minute and return them. Either sell them, or, if you can
purchase one - THANK YOU.
As the year comes to an end, during the convention we
will have elections for our District Officers. I will not seek
re-election as your District Governor. We have many
Brothers who are qualified to serve as our District Officers,
and I am asking you to give them the same kind of support
you gave to me.
Serving as your District Governor has been quite an
adventure. It is a gratifying and wonderful feeling to have
the support of all the Chapters throughout the District and
their willingness to respond immediately towards a good
cause. My ad in the fall issue of the SKEPSOU was “My
wish is that we support each other in our endeavors
throughout our District”. Thank you, my wish came true. It
is up to us to continue to work even closer. I have enjoyed
every moment, even improving my typing and computer
skills!
Throughout my travels, I have seen many old friends and
made many new ones. To all I say thank you for your
wonderful cooperation and hospitality. It has been a
pleasure serving you.

Pete G. Kaldis

District Governor, AHEPA
Delta District 16
Page 3
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From AHEPA Supreme Governor and
District 16 Liaison Representative
Anthony Kouzounis
My Dear AHEPA Family Members:

Since 1922 our mission has been to promote the

Hellenic ideals of education, philanthropy, civic
responsibility, family and individual excellence
and these continue to this very day.
To remain honest to these Hellenic ideals, we
must set goals. What would we like to achieve?
Whatever that may be, we must first begin at the
Chapter level by attending meetings. We must
encourage others to attend.
Now is the time to get involved. Do not drift
from our original goals.
Our involvement
encourages others to participate.
But most of all let us communicate. All too
often all our communicating attempts are not read
or understood. AHEPA is doing something.
Become part of it.
I hope to see you all at your Chapter meetings
and at the District Convention in Shreveport.

�������������������
Supreme Governor Region 7
Liaison, Districts 15, 16, 17, 18, & 19

AHEPA – The Voice of Hellenism
By District Governor Pete Kaldis

As I have matured in AHEPA, I want to
share with you some of my thoughts. Much, my
perception of AHEPA.
Brothers and Sisters AHEPA is an adventure.
This wonderful organization called the AHEPA
and the AHEPA family (D O P, Sons of Pericles,
Maids of Athena), asks so little of us, yet every
day it gives us a special gift .The gift is a
REMINDER. A reminder that you and I are
Hellenes. A reminder that we were born with a
gift that will carry in to the future .A special gift of
our Hellene forefathers that has been passed on to
us from generation to generation for thousands of
years.
This daily reminder of Hellenism is not just a
state of mind but a way of living. It is the root of
Democracy now practiced in all the free
Democratic countries in the world. The freedom of
thought and expression.
This daily reminder in our lives should be a good
enough reason, for all persons with Hellenic
beliefs to belong and take pride in the AHEPA.
Remember, asking a person to join the AHEPA is
asking them to be a part of your life, to support
and promote our Hellenic Spirit.
But that is not where the AHEPA stops. For a
membership of about 11 cents a day 77 cents a
week $ 40 a year, our organization keeps the voice
of Hellenism alive, promotes Hellenism through
out the world and to the steps of our Government.
Brothers and Sisters, we as Hellenes need
AHEPA in our lives. We should not allow
anything to overshadow Hellenism. Support the
AHEPA in every possible way without hesitation.
The AHEPA is every Hellene's voice. The
AHEPA is the VOICE OF HELLENISM.

Pete G. Kaldis

AHEPA Delta District 16 Governor
2006-2007

Page 4
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From DOP Grand Secretary
Barbara Stavis Wolf
It has been a very busy year. The Daughters of
Penelope Grand Lodge has been very busy. The main
issue earlier this year, was staffing of our Daughters of
Penelope Headquarters in Washington, D.C.
Applications were solicited and potential candidates
were interviewed. ELENA SKARDIS, has been hired
and is our new Headquarters Administrator, as of
February 20, 2007. It was my pleasure to go to
Headquarters on February 20 and welcome Elena to
her new job and start her training for the many tasks
involved with the work at our Headquarters. Elena
comes from an AHEPA Family in Maryland and is a
college graduate of The American University of
Greece with a degree in International Business and
European Affairs.
I have had several other exciting visits this year to
my Liaisons of Districts 3, 6, and 2. I was pleased to
receive a pine for the Hellenic Heritage project while
in District 21. Then a great Grand Lodge Meeting in
Mobile, Alabama. It was wonderful that our Grand
President planned this meeting for the Grand Lodge at
Penelope House in Mobile. The Grand Lodge was
given complete access to the wonderful Penelope
House Conference Room, treated to an exceptional
Luncheon with the Penelope House Staff and then
given a tour of all of the facilities at Penelope House.
Kathryn Coumanis, Penelope House Director and her
Staff were absolutely wonderful, and also provided us
with a tour of Mobile, Malbis Plantation Church and
Biloxi. The Grand Lodge had a full day of meetings
on Saturday, March 17 including reports by Kathryn
Coumanis on Penelope House and by Melva Zinaich,
President of the Daughters of Penelope Foundation.

The week-end had many other exciting events
ahead. On Sunday morning, the Grand Lodge, all
dressed in their black suits, traveled from Mobile,
through Mississippi and to New Orleans to attend
Church services at Holy Trinity and make a
visitation to Nestor Chapter. What fun we had
traveling in an SUV through three states on that
Sunday morning. A special
treat was when we stopped at McDonald's for
Breakfast somewhere in rural Mississippi. It was

certainly a Sunday morning sight for all the locals
to see these 8 ladies all dressed up for Church get in
line at McD's. Upon arriving into New Orleans, the
Grand Lodge members were amazed to see all of the
devastation and damage still existing in the city.
Pockets of renewal and trailers in front of some homes,
gave a sign that the city was trying desperately to come
back. The highlight was arriving at Holy Trinity. The
Church looked very beautiful that morning. So
different from those many dark months after Katrina's
flood waters entered and ruined many parts of our
Church and Hall. But today, fortunately, due to the
hard work of so many, the Church and Hall look better
than ever. DG Sister Penny Vletas can attest to that as
she saw the same during her visitation in December.
After church Nestor Chapter welcomed the Grand
Lodge officers to their regular chapter meeting. It was
such a nice time of Sisterhood and friendship. After
the meeting the Grand Lodge all piled into the SUV for
the three state drive back to Mobile and a quick change
of clothes to get ready for the GRAND AFFAIR
GALA. What an elegant affair! All sisters are
encouraged to try to attend this event one year. It is a
beautiful evening of dinner, cocktails, silent auction
and great support for the work of Penelope House and
their staff.
My future travels will take me to New York for the
Greek Independence Day Parade, to the District
Convention in Virginia which unfortunately coincides
with the Shreveport Convention, then to Conventions
in New Jersey and California. I am sorry I will not be
able to attend the Convention in Shreveport this year
due to my commitments to attend the District
Convention of my Liaison districts. I wish everyone
much success and fun at the District Convention. I am
sure it will be a fantastic event hosted by the super
AHEPANS and Daughters of Shreveport. Wishing
every one a wonderful Spring and Summer, and I hope
to see all of your in Denver, for the Supreme
Convention, July 9-15.
Best wishes,

Barbara Stavis Wolf

Grand Secretary, Daughters of Penelope

Page 5
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From DOP Grand Treasurer and District 16 Liaison Representative
Elaine Sampanis
Sisters & Brothers of Delta District 16,

Since my last article in the SKEPSOU an event took

place which brought your Grand Lodge Officers closer
together and rang home as to why we are members of
this organization.
Our Grand President, Georgia Psichogios, scheduled
a meeting in Mobile, Alabama to coincide with the
Penelope House Grand Affair (their major money
making gala of the year). Seven of the ten grand lodge
officers gathered in Mobile on Friday evening to begin
our journey. That evening we were transported to
Biloxi where our eighth member joined us for dining
and entertainment.
Saturday morning we held our meeting at Penelope
House. We viewed the double fenced area as one
enters, the second fence topped with barbed wire. We
viewed the living quarters, play room for children,
gathering room for the adults, cafeteria, boardroom,
offices, outside play grounds, security systems
throughout and learned what is being done there to
help the thousands of women who have passed through
the double fenced gate to security for the last 27 years.
We learned the importance of this facility to the
counties it serves. It is the only facility of its kind in
the area.
Saturday evening after our meeting we went to the
Malbis Church outside of Mobile, then dinner.
Sunday morning bright & early the eight of us piled
into a Tahoe driven by your own Grand Secretary
Barbara Stavis Wolf and trekked to New Orleans for a
tour of New Orleans, church services, and a chapter
meeting with the Nestor Chapter.
This journey brought with it some eye opening facts.
We see film on television, pictures in magazines and
newspapers and we hear about it: however, there are no
words to describe the feeling when you see it yourself.
To see the devastation, not only to buildings, homes,
roads etc., but to the lives of the people involved.
Some homes were slowly being renovated, others
being sold as is. Areas were slowly coming back to
life. Much was lost and will never be regained. It took
two hundred years to build this city. It cannot be rebuilt
in just two years.
We saw how the church survived because of the
quick response of the US Navy, but the areas around
the church looked empty. A man was walking his dog,

children were playing, these were signs of a
reawakening of the area just as the RVs out in front of
homes were signs of home renovations. It will be a
long and tedious process to put New Orleans back
together again.
Nestor chapter is a shining example of how adversity
strengthens us. Since the hurricane the chapter has
grown and continues to grow. They welcomed us with
true southern hospitality. We were brought to tears
when Grand President Georgia spoke to the group. We
shared laughter; we were all truly moved by the
stamina and strength of our sisters and their families.
Some had lost their homes, some were renovating their
homes. Most importantly, they were alive to meet the
challenges.
Sunday evening we attended the Grand Affair and
felt the respect the community had for the Penelope
House. There were approximately 400 people in
attendance for the dinner and auctions.
The
participants included the District Attorney, Chief of
Police and other prominent members of the Mobile
community.
After all was said and done our stress levels must
have been at an all time high considering the emotional
roller coaster we had been on. We laughed and giggled
all the way back to the hotel relieving our tensions of
the weekend, strengthening the bond between us. In
doing so we unwittingly were also strengthening the
leadership of this organization, testing the limits of our
endurance for we had lived with the aftermath of
natural destruction and the on going abuse of women
and children plus seeing and hearing hardships
resulting from all of this.
Our hearts and love go out to all who are coping
with problems of all kinds and may our AHEPA family
be stronger for it.
Love in Theta Pi,

Elaine Sampanis

Grand Treasurer, DOP Liaison
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Top: Grand Secretary Barbara Stavis Wolf receives
Hellenic Project pin.
Left: Grand Lodge at Penelope House in Mobile:
(standing) Barbara Stavis Wolf, Christine Constantine,
Karen Stamatiades, Elaine Sampanis, Nicki Stamoulis
(sitting) Grand Pres. Georgia Psichogios, Sherry
Dingas, Eleni Inglis.
Bottom: Grand Lodge visits Nestor Chapter

Grand President Georgia Psichogios honored at
Grand Affair, with Kathryn Coumans .
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DOP district Governor Penelope Vletas visits Nestor
During their joint Christmas party with AHEPA.

Past Pres. Bella Bouton holds
“Traveling Penelope”, with PDG Sandy
Bouxon and Pres. Helen Malachias.

Nestor honors 50 and 25 year members
(l to r): Despina Moustoukas (25), Vange
Malachias (50), and Angie Kringas (25)

Nestor members attend an Appreciation Tea honoring Past Pres.
Bella Bouton and the 70th Birthday of the Chapter: Mary Kouloubis,
Pauline Caridas, Bella Bouton, Sophie Theodoron, Irene Caridas
Harron, and MaryGiannopulos.
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Past Grand President Mary M. Verges To Receive Mayor’s Volunteer Award
AXIA! Past Grand President Mary M. Verges
will be honored with one of Houston Mayor Bill
White’s Volunteer Awards on Tuesday, May 8,
2007, at the Houston Intercontinental Hotel.
Mary, a retired Chevron Texaco employee, is
being honored for her tireless work as the
president of AHEPA/DOP 54, Inc., as well as
many years of volunteer service to the AHEPA
National Housing Corporation and other volunteer
service to the Houston community. She, along
with 11 other winners, was chosen from ninety
finalists to win the award. She was nominated by
Daughters of Penelope member, Dr. Barbara
Sunderland Manousso, CEO of Manousso
Mediation and Alternative Dispute Resolution
Services.
Mary has worked very hard on building
Penelope’s Place, a HUD Section 202 property
that will be home to 67 low-income residents. She
has led her board through the red tape of the

federal government and the many complicated and
technical issues to build the senior housing at 8100
Creekbend. She spent thousands of hours working
with city, county and federal officials by writing
letters and calling officials and community leaders
to ask for their support and receiving it. The
property should break ground in May 2007.
For this reason Mary truly is heroic and deserves
the Mayor’s award for 2007. Her leadership has
advanced the mission of senior housing in
Houston, and many lives will be forever improved
through her leadership and volunteer commitment
and dedication over the many years it took to
receive over $6 million from HUD to build the
housing.
AHEPA National Housing Corporation and
several Board members of AHEPA 29, Inc. and
AHEPA/DOP 54, Inc. will be featured at the event
during the presentation. Local TV stations and the
local newspaper will cover the award ceremony.

From The Papanicolaou Center National
Chairman – Tina Batmanis
Several years ago the Sylvester Cancer Research
Center expanded by opening a center in Deerfield
Beach, Florida. The mission is to reduce the
human burden from cancer and other serious
illnesses. The effort starts in the laboratory
working to identify life saving tools we need to
fight cancer.
The dedicated physicians are
engaged in over 200 cancer related research trials.
As we all know, cancer waits for no one. An
investment in cancer research is as precious as life
itself. Research is curing cancer!!!
Sincere appreciation is extended to all our
members continuing to contribute the monies
necessary to aid further research into finding a
cure for this horrific disease.
Love in Theta Pi,

Tina Batmanis, National Chairman 2007
Page 7
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From our District Scholarship
Chairman – Steve G. Kirkikis, MD

2006 AHEPA Membership Statistics

The Ahepa-Daughters District 16 Scholarship

The Supreme Headquarters has recently released
the membership numbers for the past year.
The “Top Ten” AHEPA Chapters in terms of
membership are:

Program may issue up to eleven district
scholarships of $1,000 each for the 2007-2008
academic year to qualified college students of
Ahepa District 16.
The deadline for submitting a District 16
Scholarship application to the Ahepa District 16
Scholarship Board is May 24, 2007.
Applications and rules may be obtained from the
District Governors, members of the Ahepa
District 16 Scholarship Board, or from Ahepa
District 16's website, ahepad16.org. Completed
applications, student's cover letter and transcript
may be mailed to: Steve G. Kirkikis, Chairman;
310 Orleans Drive; Shreveport, LA 71106-6224;
and postmarked on or before May 24, 2007.
Telephone is 318-861-1582; and e-mail is
steve_kirkikis@bellsouth.net.

1. Denver, CO – Chpt 145
2. Washington DC – Chpt 249
3. Houston, TX Chpt 29
4. Warren, OH – Chpt 88
5. Arlington, VA – Chpt 438
6. Akron, OH – Chpt 63
7. Worcester, MA – Chpt 80
8. Milwaukee, WI – Chpt 43
9. St. Louis, MO – Chpt 53
10.Norfolk, VA – Chpt 122

303 members
249 members
227 members
222 members
203 members
185 members
185 members
182 members
173 members
172 members

AHEPA National Membership totals 18,000 and
has over 500 chapters in the United States,
Canada, Greece, and Cyprus.
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Terpsichore – Dallas DOP Chapter 105
By Lorraine Cosmopoulos

The Dallas Terpsichore Chapter has been kept

very busy with different activities in order to raise
money. All of the hard work of our ladies is very
appreciated. With such great leadership that we
have with our officers, (Maria Chantly, President;
Anne-Marie Cariotis, Vice-President; Veranina
Gajewsky, Recording Secretary; Elizabeth (Betty)
Boyd, Corresponding Secretary; Rosemary
Nelson, Treasurer; Tatyana Carrington, Warden;
Christina Hochleutner, Priestess; Helen Pappas,
Parliamentarian) our chapter has stayed strong!
Members are getting ready for our Palm Sunday
Bake Sale & Coffee with Eleni Papathanasiou,
Angie Austin, Toney Davrados, Helen Trapalis,
Helen Shropulos, Helen Kanelos, Letta Tsevoukas
and Lorraine Cosmopoulos taking care of
decorations and set-up for the festivities.
In December we were honored to initiate new
members Sophia Costopoulos and Stacie Thomas
and Janeane Barone and re-instating Maria
Constantinos.
Unfortunately 2006 and 2007 brought a great
loss to our chapter with the passing away of two of
our sisters. In October we lost Sister Margaret
Tassos, a long-standing member who was very
active throughout her many years of membership.
Margaret was always very supportive of our

chapter and projects. Her smile and laughter will
be sorely missed in our chapter. In February
Sister Georgette Zarafonetis passed away. She
served her hometown of New Orleans from 1943
to 1951 when she moved to Dallas. She brought
loyalty and hard work to our Terpsichore chapter.
During all these years Sister Georgette held many
different offices, including chapter president. She
also served our district as Lt. District Governor.
Our dear sisters will be missed tremendously by
all.
Our Father Gregory has started a special project
giving new shoes to orphans in Russia. Once
again our chapter responded to this need. New
shoes were donated and our chapter was able to
give Father Gregory close to $500.00 to this
project.
March brought a delightful visit from our
District Governor Penny Vletas. Hostesses for
this meeting were Stephanie Christ, Zoe Chatas
and Helen Shropulos and they really displayed
their talents with delicious goodies and
decorations for St. Patrick’s Day!
As we close, we in Dallas, hope everyone has
had a Great Easter and may you all have a great
summer!

District Governor Penny Vletas’ visitation with the Dallas Terpsichore Chapter.
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Nestor – New Orleans DOP Chapter 55
By Helen Malachias and Barbara Stavis Wolf

The members of Nestor Chapter #55 have

enjoyed a whirlwind of activities. In November,
forty sisters fathered at the Royal Orleans in the
French Quarter to honor Past District Governor
Sandy
Bouzon
at
an
elegant
luncheon. Congratulatory messages were read
from AHEPA District Governor, Pete Kaldis,
AHEPA PDG John Georgiafandis and Daughter
District Governor Penny Vletas. Sister Sandy's
lovely daughter Helene, was also in
attendance. Special remarks were given by
Daughters Grand Secretary, Barbara Stavis
Wolf.
Work on a very successful Pastry Sale was the
main activity in late November. After being
unable to hold the pastry sale in 2005, our
members, fewer in number, were amazed at the
success we had in taking orders and selling our
pastries this year. In November we initiated two
new members, Deborah MacInnes and Stela
Howard. In December the Chapter welcomed DG
Penny Vletas for her official visitation and our
Joint AHEPA Christmas Party. A gourmet meal
was prepared by AHEPANS Elias Tsatalios and
John Koniditsiotis. We were also thrilled to have
Jimmie and Ruth Ann Menutis come in from
Lafayette for the event. They have been our
holiday hosts for many many of the past
years. The attendance was excellent and everyone
enjoyed the holiday spirit.
Nestor has been very blessed that most of our
members have been able to return home to New
Orleans since Katrina, although we still have
several that have not been able to return. We have
also been blessed to welcome six additional new
members in January- Stella Dabbs; Andrea
Munch; Adrienne Owen, Sophia Pappas; Nisha
Sandhu and Donna Venturatos.
Nestor was selected as one of thirteen chapters
from around the domain to participate in
“Penelope's” Travels. We received a traveling
Penelope to share in all of our activities. Traveling
Penelope joined us at the Ritz Carlton as we
honored the 70th Birthday of Nestor Chapter and
recognized and thanked outgoing President Bella

Bouton, for her hard work and dedication the past
two years. The chapter presented Bella with a
lovely
pearl
necklace
with
fleur-de-lis
pendant. We also honored our 50 year members:
Vange Malachias, Tenie Chisesi and Bessie
Vlahos, and 25 year members Angie Kringas,
Calliope DeSantis and Despina Moustoukas.
“Penelope” has been so busy...she attended a
magnificent choir concert on Feb 2 presented by
the renowned Metropolis Cathedral Choir of
Denver. She assisted in the reception by helping
prepare the baklava. March brought yet another
special event for the sisters of Nestor and
“Penelope”. Our Chapter hosted Grand President
Georgia Psichogios for a visitation along with 7
other members of the Grand Lodge, including our
own Sister Barbara, Grand Secretary. Our
members were so pleased to have the opportunity
to visit with each of these exceptional
sisters. Everyone was just stunned when GP Sister
Georgia brought along her “Penelope” from her
chapter, to take on her own travels. The visiting
members of the Grand Lodge presented our
chapter with a very meaningful brass cross for the
altar, which we will always cherish. We were
honored to show our appreciation to each visiting
sister by presenting them each with a Fleur-de-Lis
and cystal ornament. The Fleur-de-lis has been
very symbolic in the wake of the renewal of New
Orleans. We asked these sisters to share the
meaning of this token with their home
chapters. The Sisters were also saddened by the
loss of Alex Dousaa, husband of Sister Sandy
Doussa, and the loss of Sister Georgette
Zarafonetis of Dallas, a Past President of Nestor
Chapter, and wife of George Zarafonetis.
April was a busy month for Nestor, as we
initiated 3 new members, Victoria Bell, Mary
Ellen Grace and Stella Psoumas. We welcome
these new sisters. We hope to have a good
delegation at the Shreveport District Convention
as well as the Denver Supreme Convention in
July. We extend our best wishes to the entire
district and hope they had a joyous Pascha and
Kali Anastasi.
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Achaia Style Show chaired by Anna
Mavromatis, Niki Vaughn, and Angie
Kaitson

Above: Achaia 54 honors 50 yr. Members Michae Stathakis,
Athina Skandalis, Effie Rambakis, Peggy Brown, and
Vangie Barrow.

HUD board members meet with Anne
Clutterbuck, Houston Council member.

Untitled-2 15

DOP 54 HUD, Inc. Board: (seated) Marie Harris, Mary Verges,
Sharon Papadopoulos; (standing) Mary Lymberry, Vangie
Barrow, Delores Pappas, and Niki Vaughan.

5/30/07 9:01:22 AM

Below: Clear Lake Pres. Terry Cuclis
Presents a plaque of appreciation to
Chapter founder Aleck Bond.

Above: District 16 Governor Pete Kaldis visits on
Sunday, March 25th with Clear Lake’s administrators,
Priest, and some of the chapter members.

Above: Dist. Gov. Pete Kaldis, Chpt. Founder Aleck Bond; Supreme
Pres. Gus James, Supreme Gov. Anthony Kouzounis, Chpt. Pres. Terry
Cuclis.
Left: Joyce Harb, Brother Ron Harb, Archbishop Demetrios and
Brother Gus Vratsinas on pilgrimage to Constantinople.
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Achaia – Houston DOP Chapter 54
By Sharon Papadopoulos

Since our beginning in 1936, Achaia 54 has

risen to great heights of distinction. We have been
pioneers – both our Chapter and our fledgling
HUD Committee – who worked hard to get the
details right and thereby achieve a HUD grant.
This was an amazing and arduous journey, but so
worthwhile. Three years ago, a special HUD
Committee was formed under the bold and
dedicated leadership of PGP Mary M. Verges to
provide senior citizens with safe, healthful,
affordable housing.
The HUD Committee,
composed of Vangie Barrow, Marie Harris,
Mary Lymberry, Delores Pappas, Sharon
Papadopoulos and Niki Vaughn are very proud
to announce that the U. S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development officially notified us last
year that a grant of $4,967,600 was awarded to
construct 67 units.
Beautiful and serene,
“Penelope’s Place”, will have recreational,
computer, library, washer-dryer areas, and other
amenities. This lovely, impressive facility is
projected to open and be available for occupancy
in late 2008. The Department of HUD has
financial and age requirements for residents. Rent
is based on personal income and electricity is paid
individually.
Dear Sisters, without your love, participation
and help with our fundraisers, this mission could
not have been accomplished! You all have the
purest of hearts – always thinking of the
organization and not just yourself. This is an
organization of WE and not just ME!!
Your
reputation depends on the little things – how much
you give of yourself, how much you love, how
much you truly care for things and others outside
yourself. I am honored and in awe of each and
every one of you!!
Several beautiful developments have flowed
from our HUD endeavor. We now have our own
vibrant website, www.penelopesplace.org, created
by our own visionary, Barbara Manousso.
Barbara is a “Digital Diva” concerning emerging
technologies – you know – the COMPUTER – and
she knows all the movers and shakers in City and
County government as well. We cannot thank her
enough for all her invaluable help.

We have received the support of so many warm
and loving people who truly care about those who
are vulnerable in our society. This exposure has
gained us deep, extended relationships. Our
various social visitations, networking, and
advertising of our project, have projected our
organization in a truly positive light and brought
us recognition far beyond our own Hellenic
community. We recently were finalists of the Art
of Living Foundation’s – Heroes of Humanity
Award.
This foundation seeks to recognize
leaders in every community who have
demonstrated a strong commitment to improving
the lives of others through their dedication and
service to humanity.
It is amazing to see what great leaders we have
produced who are now serving on National
Committees! When an organization succeeds,
credibility is gained. With credibility comes
recognition. Thank you for your great and
valuable work, Sisters. Our collective traditions
are sustained because of your work:
•
PDG and Past Penelope of the Year, Marie
Harris, is the National Penelope of the Year
Chairman.
•
PDG Helen Santire is faithfully serving
again as National DOP Scholarship Chairman.
•
Past Chapter President Mary Katsafanas
is the Cooley’s Anemia Foundation Chairman.
•
PDG Tina Batmanis is chairing the
Sylvester Cancer Research Foundation
•
PGP Becky Demeris is National
Convention Coordinator and is serving on the
Grand President’s Advisory Board
Anything that Niki Vaughn and Angie Kaitson
do is always top drawer! They, and all who
helped them, deserve many accolades! Is it any
surprise that the 2006 DOP Style Show-Luncheon
was the greatest financial success ever – netting
over $10,000!!! Many thanks for the lively style
show presented by Draper’s and Damon’s at the
Junior League on November 11, 2006! Did all of
you fashionistas see the latest trends so you can be
current? We are all beautiful Greek women who
have a legacy to live up to.
(cont. on page 12)
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Fifty-year members – Michae Stathakis, Vangie
Barrow, Athina Skandalis, Effie Rombakis, and
Peggy Brown were honored at Founder’s Day
celebrated on Saturday, November 4, 2007, at the
lovely Briar Club. We thank these Sisters for their
loyalty and steadfast devotion to our organization.
Vangie Barrow and Terri Checkles co-chaired this
lovely prismatic occasion that charmed everyone.
Santa’s Breakfast, chaired by Roxane Dadinis,
Kathryn Kinalidis and Linda Makris once again
“wowed” the kids with the magic of Christmas. This is
one of our greatest gifts to our community and a
fabulous fundraiser for the children’s charities we
support.
Our Christmas Eve Wassail is a fairly recent new
tradition and has brought our community together for
fellowship after the Christmas Eve Service.
A
surprising number of our parishioners have
complimented our exceptional receptions that always
reflect Hellenic sophistication. They are unusual,
unexpected, and unforgettable! This year’s event,
chaired by Mina Millas, was as beautiful as ever!
Co-chairs Stella Pearson and Christine Athanasion
netted almost $1,000.00 for our Valentines Day Bake
Sale. We have had very good participation by our

Sisters for this event over the years, and our
community has enthusiastically bought our “goodies”.
Thanks again Sisters!!!
Our lively, lovely and legendary District Governor
Penny Vletas was moved by the fabulous reception
she received on her visitation to our Chapter. Cochairs Tina Batmanis and Helen Santire with Delores
Pappas, Elaine Koumonduros, Fran Pappas, Joan
Lambron, Stacy Moss, and Gigi Pekmezaris
presented an amazing Coffee in her honor. DG Penny
is always so inspiring and spiritual. She read a deeply
moving poem that she had written herself. It is so
worthwhile to be in an organization in which you can
get to know a Sister as beautiful as Penny. One of
Penny’s greatest contributions has been her love of
knowledge and culture. We have learned so much
from her!! Thank you, Penny.
What a great leader President Roxane Dadinis has
been. Our meetings have been smooth, peaceful,
efficient and fun. Thanks, Roxane!! What is your
secret?
We hope to see you all at the District Convention.
We will continue to have our lively discussions and
just enjoy each other’s company!! See you all there!!!!
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AHEPA Family – Shreveport AHEPA 8 & DOP 211
By Georgia Booras

Christos Anesti! Christ Is Risen! Spring
greetings from your Shreveport Ahepa family,
official hosts of the 2007 76th Annual District 16
Convention.
Just to remind you, the convention dates are
June 14-17, 2007 and the hotel headquarters is
Diamond Jacks Casino Resort in Bossier City (just
over the Red River from Shreveport). We are
working diligently to make everyone’s weekend a
fun and exciting time and hope many of you are
planning to attend. Please see more information
in the convention article in this issue.
Meanwhile, when we’re not planning
convention activities, we are working on our
numerous chapter activities.
The Petroleum Club was the setting for a
beautiful and delicious Ahepa Family Christmas
Party. What a wonderful time everyone had and
we were honored to have as our guest Rev. Nick
Triantafilou, president of Holy Cross School of
Theology, who was in town for a weekend retreat
at St. George Greek Orthodox Church. Thanks to
Elaine Demopulos, Maria Skamangas, Mary and
John Georgiafandis and Maria Kirkikis for their
help to make a memorable night.
We have some Christmas activities our
Daughters’ do annually in the spirit of the season.
Magda Panos and Maria Kirkikis visited the less
mobile members of our community and took them
pastries. Annie Solice, Georgia Booras and Lisa
Skamangas shopped for toys for 16 children as
part of the Salvation Army Angels program. Both
are wonderful and fulfilling activities.
In January, we had a visitor to Ajax chapter, a
cardboard likeness of Penelope that came from
DOP District 5 in New Jersey. Following in the
tradition of “Flat Stanley,” an international
literacy activity where students take pictures with
Stanley at numerous activities and make a
scrapbook to showcase their school, community
and city, “Flat Penelope” became our photo queen
at all of our events. Our mission was to show the

sisters of District 5 all about our chapter, our
activities and our area through pictures of
Penelope with us in a scrapbook. So for the next 4
months, Penelope became our new photo glamour
girl!
In February, the Ahepa chapter hosted and
served a meal at the Salvation Army. The
Daughters worked on selling squares for the
annual Super Bowl Football Pool, a fundraiser for
the chapter. Congratulations to winners Dixie
Gekakis (a 2 quarter winner), Lisa Skamangas and
Ted Malant. Our visitation group was on the
move again, visiting our less mobile members for
Valentine’s Day and giving them a sweet treat.
Later in February, a Mexican dinner was given
to honor Past District Governor John
Georgiafandis, District Treasurer and District
Scholarship Chairman Steve Kirkikis and past
presidents of Ahepa #8, Bobby Booras, Philip
LaHaye, Ted Malant, and Phillip Thompson, and.
It was a “fiesta” of a celebration to honor these
hardworking men and their accomplishments for
our organization.
The Ahepa and Daughters chapters each hosted
a Friday night Lenten meal for our community
following the Salutations services in February and
March.
We celebrated Greek Independence Day this
year at the Multicultural Center of the South with
a daylong celebration of our Greek heritage and
faith on Saturday, March 24. John Georgiafandis
was our illustrious emcee and Father Brendan
Pelphrey gave a wonderful presentation on the
correlation of the Feast of the Annunciation and
Greek Independence Day. There was also cooking
demonstrations, singing of hymns, presentations
on iconography, the Orthodox Church, Greek
customs and Greek dancing. The crowd of all
ages enjoyed the activities of the day and we loved
being able to share it with them.
(continued on page 14)

Page 13

Untitled-2 19

5/30/07 9:01:31 AM

SKEPSOU – Spring 2007
(continued from page 13)

Special thanks to Katina Booras, Mary
Georgiafandis, John Georgiafandis, Fr.
Brendan Pelphrey, Sammy Booras, Dena
Kosmitis, Sophia Booras, Magda Panos, Gary
Calligas, Rod Taylor, Maria Kirkikis and everyone
who participated.
On Sunday, March 26, the
Daughters hosted a special reception after church
for the St. George community in honor of March
25.
Several Daughters surprised Irene Baker with a
cake at her retirement center in honor of her
birthday. Irene is a regular on our “tour of less
mobile members” that is visited at holidays and
always writes the chapter the sweetest thank you
notes. Irene is a 1949 charter member of Ajax and
was the church organist at St. George for over 50
years. She is a very special lady to us!
The Daughters hosted their traditional Saturday
of Lazarus Pancake Breakfast on March 31.
Pancake chefs Sophia Booras and Magda Panos
manned the kitchen to serve the community. On
Palm Sunday, several Daughters donated festively
decorated cakes for the cake walk held after our

Palm Sunday dinner. And of course, the always
precious Bunny Bags filled with candy were
passed out to all who purchased for their children
in the community. There is much work involved
in all of the events leading up to Palm Sunday and
we thank everyone who gave of the time and
effort. Meanwhile, the Ahepa chapter was busy
with their annual fund raising raffle, also held at
the dinner. Congratulations to John Cosse, Spiro
Cosse, and $500 winner Steve Kirkikis!
On Pascha, the Daughters held an egg hunt at
the church picnic and thanks to our Ahepans,
some lucky children found silver eggs worth
money!
In December, we lost two members of our
Ahepa family, Dan Booras and Lester Kleowdis, a
past district governor of Ahepa. We extend
sympathies to their families. May their memories
be eternal.
As we round out our year and gear up for the
convention, we wish you all the best and hope to
see you here at “Shreveport 07, District
Convention!!
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Hecabe – San Antonio DOP Chapter 185
by Vita Mayo, PDG
Christos Anesti (Christ has Risen), Alithos
Anesti (Truly He is Risen)!
I can’t believe that six months have passed since
the last time I sent an article to Skepsou. They say
that “time flies” when your having fun and that is
exactly what is happening with the Daughters of
Hecabe 185!
Christmas was a month of caring, giving and
sharing and Hecabe Sisters did their part by filling
Christmas Stockings for the Salvation Army.
Chairman Olga Fafoutakis happily reported that
95 stockings were collected which brought much
joy to many needy children.
Our annual Joint Christmas Party and Gift
Exchange were celebrated at Pompeii Italian
Restaurant in January. December was such a busy
month that we decided it was better to be late than
not having it at all.
It’s always great to get
together for camaraderie with our Ahepan
brothers.
Thank you to Vice-President Nikki Frey for
chairing the Membership Tea on January 29,
2007. She managed to
sign up a new member, Schalamar Giannas, who
was initiated in February. Welcome Sister
Schalamar!
We started out in February with our Secret Pal
Party which was held at the Spaghetti Warehouse
Factory on February 27, 2007. Revealing out
secret pal was a hoot and with Ahepans present,
we all had a blast!
We were very proud to be able to donate $2,000
to the victims of Katrina. $1000 was sent to Holy
Trinity Greek Church to help in rebuilding this
beautiful church. The other $1000 was sent to
Katrina related organizations including Penelope
House. Also, Leona Moore has volunteered to
make and sew new ribbons for the New Orleans
Chapter’s jewels. The ribbons were destroyed
during the Katrina floods.
Many thanks to our President Leona Moore for
chairing the Daughters Pascha Bake Sale and the
sisters who volunteered their time in making this a
successful fundraiser. Koulourakia was given to
Father Dan Suciu to distribute to the shut-ins of
our community.

On April 28, 2007, the Daughters along with the
Ahepans will be hosting the 3rd Annual
Community Picnic on the grounds of St. Sophia
Greek Church. This is truly a magnificent way to
bring the community together.
The Sisters of Hecabe #185 take pride in
sending 6 delegates, 1 District Secretary , 1 Past
District Governor and 1 National Penelope, PDG
to the Delta District #16 Convention in Bossier
City, LA .
We are all looking forward to a
successful, productive and enjoyable District
Convention on June 14-16, 2007.
Our annual Rummage Sale will take place on
July 20-21, 2007 headed by Chairman Kathy
Kaberides. We have always had successful sales
and the nice thing about this fundraiser is that any
money raised goes to great causes.
The Mary Vamvoras Memorial Scholarship
Style Show Luncheon will take place on
September 15, 2007. This year’s Chairmen are
Vita Mayo and KeeAnn DeVora. We are looking
forward to seeing all of our Sisters from our
Chapter and outlying Chapters to join us on this
festive occasion.
Please make a notation of PDG Olga
Kouchoukos Karthauser’s new address:
Dave and Olga Karthauser
Email: olga@web-access.net
P.O. Box 938, Santa Anna, TX 76878-0938
Tel: 325-348-3600
Cell: 210-488-8455

Olga is a very dedicated Sister who will be
traveling back to San Antonio to attend our
monthly meetings and whatever events we may
have. Now that’s what I call “dedication”.
Congratulations to her husband Dave who was
initiated into AHEPA on November 13, 2006.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank our
Chapter President Leona Moore and her officers,
our District Governor and her Lodge for their
commitment this past year. And to all the Sisters
who unselfishly volunteered their most precious
time by attending meetings, selling tickets,
chairing events, baking, soliciting funds, etc., etc.
Thank You!
You are all necessary and
appreciated.
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Andrew Jackson – New Orleans AHEPA Chapter A133
By Robert S. Angelico

Members of the New Orleans, Louisiana
AHEPA Chapter have been busy over the last
several weeks putting together another application
for a Housing and Urban Development Section
202 support of housing for the elderly project. An
option has been secured on land located in the
eastern part of New Orleans, and chapter members
are hopeful that this time around the project will
receive favorable consideration from HUD. The
Section 202 program provides capital advances to
finance the construction of structures that serve as
supportive housing for low-income elderly
persons. The program is intended to help expand
the supply of affordable housing with supportive
services for the elderly. This application will be
the third attempt by the New Orleans Chapter to
land a local Section 202 project. Members of the
chapter have been very supportive with regard to
financial contributions as well as contributions of
in-kind services.
This past Palm Sunday, the New Orleans
Chapter hosted a very successful Palm Sunday
Luncheon. Over 170 meals were purchased by
members of the congregation of Holy Trinity

Cathedral in New Orleans. Good food and good
fellowship was enjoyed by all in attendance.
The next significant activity for chapter
members will be the annual community Greek
Festival, held Memorial Day weekend. Many
members of the chapter serve as booth
chairpersons and/or volunteers. Currently, festival
workshops are being held twice weekly and those
involve some participation by AHEPA members.
The chapter continues to be active, and at the
same time is soliciting on a constant basis for new
members. The rebuilding activity in New Orleans
is progressing at a constant, but slow pace. The
Church and the Church grounds are in extremely
good shape. The surrounding neighborhoods are
starting to see more construction activity as
individual families are undertaking the process of
either repairing or rebuilding their homes.
Chapter members and other members of the local
congregation are very thankful for all the support,
both spiritual and material, that they received from
other chapters around the country in the aftermath
of Hurricane Katrina.

www.ahepad16.org
The District 16 website has been getting some
good activity during the past few months,
according to Nick Lambron, website designer.
Each month it is averaging a total of 215 visitors.
Included on the website are forms for the District
Convention Ad, membership application, District
Scholarship application, in addition to the
SKEPSOU.
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Austin AHEPA Chapter 312
By John Kalogirou

With the turn of the New Year we are in
preparation mode and meeting monthly to
organize this year’s Texas Greek Festival (the 7th)
to be held on June 1st and 2nd at the Austin
Museum of Art – Laguna Gloria. This year the
festival has changed venues and will be greatly
expanded from multiple perspectives. We are
planning to include more arts and crafts vendors as
well as recognized artists that will showcase and
sell art. We will be providing more diverse food
and additional food vendors. We are evaluating
automation of the ticketing system and additional
activities for the children. Finally we will be
offering a raffle with prizes including two Jet Blue
tickets to anywhere that Jet Blue flies. Attendance
is expected to surpass all of the prior festivals.
Here is a short description: “The Seventh Annual
Texas Greek Festival is a celebration of Greek
food, music and culture right here in Austin. We
welcome you to join the fun of a Greek

“bouzouki” band, traditional dancing, authentic
Greek food and delicious pastries. Bring the
whole family and enjoy a day of festivities. Most
profits donated to support local Austin non-profit
organizations including: Austin Children Shelter,
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, Safe Place, Greek
School, and others.” Updates and additional
information about the festival can be found at
http://www.texasgreekfestival.com
In addition, we would like to announce the
award of our annual $1,000 educational
scholarship based on scholastic achievement and
eagerness to follow the Greek culture and
civilization to a gifted candidate from the
University of Texas:
Ms. Mary Cecelia
Anastasiadis. Congratulations Cecelia and stay
focused on the continuation of your educational
endeavors!

Ft. Worth AHEPA Chapter 19
By Nick Payblas

AHEPA Chapter 19 held a successful fall picnic
with proceeds going to our scholarship fund. We
are currently making plans for a spring picnic.
Our chapter also did volunteer work for the annual
St. Demetrios Food Festival. A Valentine’s Day
dance was sponsored by our chapter, also
benefiting our scholarship fund. Our annual
canned food drive is currently underway. We are
also having discussions with our Brother Ahepans
from the Dallas Chapter to jointly host the 2008
District Convention in the DFW area.

Page 17

Untitled-2 23

5/30/07 9:01:37 AM

SKEPSOU – Spring 2007

Alexander the Great – Houston AHEPA Chapter 29
By Tom Pearson

The Houston Chapter 29 started off the year by

having a spaghetti dinner at its January meeting,
and despite the poor weather, we had a good
turnout. Tom Pearson and George Christie were
the cooks. This was followed by a Super Bowl
Party in the board room of the AHEPA HUD
Apartments Phase I. Pete Kaldis and Chris Ramas
headed this up and provided the excellent food and
drinks. Everyone had a great time and we had a
record turnout with Daughters also participating.
The West Houston AHEPA Chapter 522 hosted
a luncheon at Christie’s Restaurant for the
Supreme President Gus James, which was
attended by many of our members. Also in
attendance were Supreme Governor Anthony
Kouzounis and District 16 Governor Pete Kaldis.
Many members made the journey to Clear Lake
to attend the annual Glendi hosted by the Clear
Lake Chapter. They also had a record attendance.
AHEPA 29, Inc. Phase IV dedicated its 84 unit
HUD apartment complex on January 20. AHEPA

Management Company President Nick Smyrnis
and HUD Representative Ray Richardson were on
hand to celebrate the occasion. A luncheon
followed after the dedication ceremony.
The Hellenic Cultural Center had a fund raising
event at the IMAX Theater featuring a film on
“Greece – Secrets of the Past”. After the movie,
Dr. Louis Markos, Professor of Classics at HBU,
gave an enthusiastic lecture covering about 700
years of history of ancient Greece. Their next
event was on March 3rd, “An Evening with Elia
Kazan” featuring movie clips from his films and
commentary by Dr. Markos.
The Hellenic
Cultural Committee elected their first official
board in January.
The AHEPA 29 Educational Foundation will
have its annual scholarship dinner on July 26th.
Last year it gave out 35 scholarships and plans to
exceed that number this year.

Dedication of the Phase IV, an 84 unit HUD apartment complex, was celebrated by AHEPA Management Company
representatives, and members of the AHEPA Chapter 29 and Daughters Chapter 54 HUD committees.
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San Antonio AHEPA Chapter 311
By Costa Sgagias

We wrapped up last year with the Ahepans

helping to make St Sophia’s 46th Annual Greek
Funstival another great success.

We then enjoyed the holidays with friends and
family. But before we knew it the New Year was
here. We started off helping with the Annual
Stewardship Luncheon in January, hosting the
Charles Nicholson Memorial Blood Drive, and
then helping to paint the Church Office.
In March, we held our Annual Greek
Independence Day Luncheon to recognize this
special day in our history. It was a fun day, good
food, and good fellowship.

It seemed as if half of San Antonio came to it.
Once the Funsitval was finished we then got
involved with the 80th Anniversary Dinner for our
beloved Church. Another great event that
demonstrated what a community can do when
everyone works together.

Our chapter membership continued to grow with
the initiation of our newest members; Chris
Kadala, Dave Karthauser, Bill Layden, Bill
McQueen, Bill Goodwin, John Lyons, and Gabe
Gutierrez.
We also hosted our annual free
Thanksgiving Luncheon to thank the community
for the great support they give us throughout the
year. Pictured below are some of the brothers that
made this year’s luncheon another huge success.

After we enjoyed Pascha with friends and
family, we started planning with the Daughters to
host our community picnic on April 28th. In May,
we will be recognizing AHEPA Day by presenting
years of service pins to some of our brothers,
followed with our annual Dan Anthony Memorial
Scholarship Fund Luncheon. We have already
started planning to set up the award winning
“Greek” food booth at the 36th Annual Texas
Folklife Festival in June. No doubt when that is
over with, we will be more than ready to head off
to the District Convention in Shreveport for a fun
filled weekend…..can’t wait.
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James Petheriotis – West Houston AHEPA Chapter 522
By Nick Kaffes

Supreme President Gus James II was in Houston

on Saturday, February 10, as the guest of honor at
a luncheon attended by many local Ahepans and
Daughters.
Hosting the event at Christie’s
Restaurant was the “James Petheriotis” Chapter,
No. 522, of west Houston. Dignitaries present
were Supreme Governor Anthony Kouzounis, Past
Supreme Treasurer James Petheriotis, Delta
District 16 Governor Peter Kaldis, Daughters
Delta District 16 Governor Penny Vletas,
Daughters Delta District 16 Lt. Governor Barbara
Maligas, Daughters Chapter No. 54 President
Roxane Dadinis, and Daughters Chapter No. 405
President Dina Kaffes.
The Supreme President and the other dignitaries
were introduced by Chapter 522 President Nick
Kaffes. One minute of silence was observed in
memory of Brother Gregory Dimataris, Chaplain
of Chapter 522 and head alter server at St. Basil
Greek Orthodox Church of west Houston, who

had slept in the Lord during this past Christmas
week.
Later on, Supreme President Gus James
addressed the gathering and informed them on his
recent travels to Greece and Cyprus and his
meetings with the Presidents of both countries, the
Prime Minister of Greece Costas Karamanlis,
Greek Foreign Minister Dora Bakoyanni, and
other top ministers and government officials. He
also talked about his Washington, DC, contacts
with U.S. State Department officials and various
members of Congress.
A wide-ranging question-and-answer session
followed, with one of the most discussed subjects
being the efforts to attract younger Greek
Americans and Philhellenes to the Order of
AHEPA and the Daughters of Penelope.
The Supreme President then departed with Delta
District 16 Governor Peter Kaldis to visit the Clear
Lake Chapter, No. 518, later that evening.

Hellenic Spirit – Clear Lake AHEPA Chapter 518
By E.J. Cuclis

Chapter 518, the Hellenic Spirit of Clear Lake,
had a Glendi on February the 10th, 2007, to
celebrate its 10th year anniversary and honor its
founder brother Aleck Bond, a “life Time AHEPA
Member. Brother Aleck founded Chapter 518 in
1997, showing great leadership and dedication by
organizing it from the ground up, served as its
president the first two years demonstrating
organizational skills and energy, and is still a very
active and valuable member. In March the chapter
planted an orange tree in the parish home’s garden
in honor of Brother Aleck.
Over two hundred people attended the event
including very distinguished guests: Gus James II,
AHEPA’s
Supreme
President;
Anthony
Kouzounis, Supreme Governor of our Order; Pete
Kaldis, District 16 Governor; Mary Verges, DOP
Past Grand President; Roxane Dadinis, Achaia 54
President; and Mr. James Petheriotis, the recipient
of AHEPA’s Lifetime Achievement award.

District Governor, Pete Kaldis, attended the
liturgy at Saint John the Theologian Greek
Orthodox church in Webster followed by the 25th
of March presentation by the young children of
our parish. The children presented the American
and Greek flags, and sang the Greek National
Hymn.
The Governor participated in our chapter
monthly meeting and presented a copy of the
Texas State House of Representatives Declaration
recognizing the 25th of March as the Greek
National Independence Day.
After the meeting we visited the “AHEPA
Wing”, a 300-foot extension to one of the parish
home’s sitting rooms and built with a donation of
$2,900 by our chapter.
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Welcome to the Shreveport Convention
By Georgia Booras

Mark your calendars and make plans now to
attend the 76th annual Delta District 16
Convention, June 14-17, 2007 in Shreveport,
Louisiana. The convention Executive Committee
and members of Ahepa #8 and Daughters of
Penelope Ajax #211 have been working for the
past several months to guarantee everyone has a
fantastic time!
Our hotel headquarters is Diamond Jacks Casino
Resort in Bossier City (the former Isle of Capri,
the site of the last convention in 2000) where
every room is a suite. Room rates are $99 for
Thursday, and $129 for Friday night and Saturday
night. The hotel offers free parking. To get this
special rate, reservations must be made by May
24. Call 1-866-552-9629 and ask for “Order of
Ahepa” rates.
The weekend’s events include a Thursday night
“Welcome Night” to help you rest your weary
eyes from traveling. The convention opening will
be Friday early afternoon, followed by meetings
and then put on your dancing shoes as The
Grecian Keys strike up the bouzouki at Greek
Night. Opa!
Saturday, the business meetings will continue.
For those who like a challenge, a golf tournament
will be held at Southern Trace Country Club. The
Daughters District Lodge is hosting a luncheon to
honor past national and district officers, past
National Penelopes of the Year and current
national Ahepa officers. Saturday night will be
the grand banquet and ball, again with music by
The Grecian Keys.
Sunday, please join our beloved Father Brendan
Pelphrey and community at St. George Greek
Orthodox Church for Divine Liturgy.

Shreveport-Bossier City has a lot to offer in
addition to our convention events. Obviously, we
have become known for our gaming venues and in
addition to Diamond Jacks, there are 4 others
riverboat casinos plus Harrah’s Louisiana Downs
which offers horse racing and gaming.
The Louisiana Boardwalk is a new and unique
shopping and entertainment destination on the Red
River anchored by a Bass Pro Shops Outdoor
World store. The Sci-Port Discovery Center is a
92,000 square foot science and entertainment
center with over 290 science, math and space
exhibits, an IMAX Dome Theatre and laser Space
Dome Planetarium. The American Rose Center
features North America's largest rose garden with
more than 20,000 roses on 118 acres of blooming
beauty. The center is headquarters for the
American Rose Society. The Eighth Air Force
Museum, located on Barksdale Air Force Base,
has over 20 military aircraft on display. Barksdale
is also home to the 2nd Bomb Wing and the
Mighty 8th Air Force and the B-52 bombers,
famous for their role in the war on terrorism. And
Bossier City is celebrating its 100th birthday this
year! Happy birthday BC!!
And did you know that Shreveport is the only
other city in the world besides Memphis to have a
street named for Elvis Presley? Elvis Presley
Ave. in Shreveport is home to the Municipal
Auditorium, home of the Louisiana Hayride where
Elvis Presley became a star in 1954. In front of
the Municipal there is a bronze statue of Elvis and
his legendary guitarist James Burton, a Shreveport
native. There’s some trivia I bet you didn’t know!
So we hope all of you can come join us for the
festive weekend of June 14-17 for the convention.
It will be a blast!
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Mark the dates:
June 14 – 17, 2007
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