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 I wish to thank all of my wonderful Sisters and Brothers of District #16 for the wonderful support 
you have given me throughout my years as a Maid of Athena and now as a Daughter of Penelope.  The 
members of Nestor Chapter #55 and Andrew Jackson Chapter #133 of New Orleans have always been there 
for me with their never ending love and support, and I thank them.   I still today remember attending my 
very first District #16 Convention in San Antonio as a Maids delegate.  How happy I was to meet so many 
wonderful, concerned, caring and dedicated members of the AHEPA Family that I feel so blessed to still call 
my dear friends.  I am thankful for the guidance and love of everyone in District #16 these many years and 
for the great support given to me at the fabulous District Convention in Dallas this past June. 
 
 And then it was the end of June 2008 and off to the Athens Supreme Convention.  What a Conven-
tion it was!!!  Being in Greece, with the Acropolis in the background,  made it so memorable.    The events 
and activities were indeed unique.  From the Opening Ceremonies at the Zappeion, to the tour of the New 
Acropolis Museum, to the picnic in Glyfada, to the meetings and then Installations at the Intercontinental 
Hotel, every moment was very special.  Having my son William with me during the Convention in Greece 
made it all the more special.  Our Daughters of Penelope meetings were very successful and were attended 
by over 160 delegates.  Our deliberations were meaningful and the Sisterhood overflowed everywhere.  It 
was a beautiful and successful Convention, and it has been a thrill to return home and begin the work of 
serving as the Daughters of Penelope Grand President. 
 
 Now it has been business and the never ending duties of working for the Daughters of Penelope to 
assure continued success in our programs, projects, communications and membership.  Our theme this year 
"Hellenism, Our Heritage, Yesterday Today and Tomorrow, embodies our goals for the year to empha-
size Hellenism, the true link that binds us all and that separates our organization from all others.  We are the 
Daughters of Penelope, a truly unique and successful Hellenic women's organization, that offers ideas, pro-
grams and events for every interest, but always with that link of Hellenism, our culture and our heritage to 
guide us.  The year has involved visitations to Hecabe Chapter for their 60th Anniversary, the District Gov-
ernor Conference in D.C. and a fantastic Leadership Conference in Reno where several members of District 
#16 attended.  I am excited about upcoming travels and visitations.  Communications have been going well 
and the new Daughters of Penelope E-Newsletter has been well received.  I look forward to seeing all of you 

soon and especially at the District #16 Convention in New Orleans, June 18-21, 2009.  Efharisto! 

GRAND PRESIDENT BARBARA STAVIS WOLF 

William Wolf, Barbara Stavis 

Wolf 

Barbara Stavis Wolf, Alex 

Booras, Penne Booras Collett 

B:  Anthony Kouzounis, Barbara 

Stavis Wolf   F:  Millie Roach, 

Hristanthe Patts, Becky Demeris 

Karen Stamatiades, Barbara 

Stavis Wolf 
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AHEPA DISTRICT GOVERNOR COSTAS SGAGIAS 
 
 
 
Dear Brother Ahepans, 
 
  I’m honored to have been elected as 
District Governor of our great Delta District 
16.  I thank all of you for  this great honor and 
pledge that I will support every chapter to 
meet our mission of promoting Hellenism, 
Education, Philanthropy, Civic Responsibility, 
and Family and Individual Excellence. I was 
honored to have the Supreme Treasurer, An-
thony Kouzounis to install me as District Gov-
ernor.  Also, congratulations to Brother An-
thony on his re-election as Supreme Treasurer.  
We sure are lucky to have him in our District.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      Costas Sgagias and Anthony Kouzounis 
  
 We were also pleased to have our newly 
elected, Supreme Governor, Pete Kaldis in at-
tendance to swear in our district lodge, (l-r) 
Nick Kaffes from Houston as District Lt Gov-
ernor, Tim Swainhart from San Antonio as 
District Secretary, Jim Verges from Houston 
as District Warden and Steve Kirkikis from 
Shreveport as District Treasurer. I’m looking 
forward to working with this outstanding 
group of Ahepans.  In addition I’m really 
lucky and blessed to have so many PDGs like 
John Georgiafandis  and John Sempeles, our 
Supreme Gov Pete Kaldis and our Supreme 
Treasurer Anthony Kouzounis to keep me out  

 
 
 
of trouble.  
 
 Additionally, I’m looking 
forward to working with DOP 
District Governor Sandy Salas.  
As we both live in San Antonio, 
staying in touch and working 
together for the betterment of our district 
should be no  problem.   
          
 Special thanks to the Dallas/Fort Worth 
Chapters for doing such an outstanding job in 
hosting our 2008 District Convention in     
Dallas. A beautiful city and beautiful AHEPA 
family can lead to a great convention. Brother 
Ernie Papavasiliou did a magnificent job as 
the Convention Chairman keeping us on track 
and taking care of business. We accomplished 
quite a bit at the convention.  Most               
importantly we approved our first ever District 
By-Laws. Next year our District Convention 
will take place in another beautiful city - - 
New   Orleans on June 19 - 21, 2009. Mark 
your calendars now because you definitely do 

not want to miss it.  
 
 The Lodge and I have already started 
working on our schedule for visitations and 
District Lodge meetings.  However don’t hesi-
tate to invite us to one of your events.        
 

 

                                       (continued on page 4)          
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DOP DISTRICT GOVERNOR SANDY SALAS 
 
 

 
        
                           
                  
  
 
  
 
Dear Sisters of District 16, 
 
 If you were not in Dallas at the District 
Convention, you missed a beautiful and very 
well planned event.  The weekend was a time 
that will always be special for those who were 
in attendance thanks to the dedicated efforts of 
the Dallas and Ft Worth Daughters and 
AHEPA Chapters.  It was meetings, lunches, 
dinners, dancing to Greek music and lots of 
conversations among great friends.  To the 
hosting city, I say a job well done! 
 
 Remembering this weekend will not be 
hard for me.  It will be remembered as the 
special weekend that you honored me 
by electing me the 2008-2009 District Gover-
nor for the Daughters of Penelope of the ever 
famous Delta District 16.  It was only five 
years ago that I went to my first District Con-
vention as an observer.  I watched in awe 
while the leaders of our organization took care 
of business in a very professional and yet lov-
ing way.  Hearing all of you talking about the 
need to spread Hellenism, to participate in the 
civic responsibilities in our communities and 
to promote the loving and caring idea of 
Philoxinia, inspired me to accept the position 
of District Secretary when I was approached 
two years later.  With the examples of the Past 
District and National officers in our District, 
serving as the new District Governor will be 
less of a challenge. 

 
 
 
 The delegates complimented me even 
further by electing a fine group of sisters to 
serve with Past District Governor Barbara Ma-
ligas and myself on the District Lodge.  They 
are your new District Lt Governor Sharon Pa-
padopoulos from Houston, Texas, Dis-
trict Secretary Anne-Marie Cariotis from Dal-
las, Texas and District Treasurer Kay Sgagias 
from San Antonio, Texas.  Your newly elected 
District Lodge is willing, able and ready to 
make you proud by keeping all of the ideas of 
our past District Lodges alive and moving for-
ward with your help.  We will be meeting soon 
and we will keep you posted on our progress. 
  
 I am truly blessed this year with my 
Ahepan counterpart, the District Governor of 
Delta District 16 Costa Sgagias.  We both 
share the desire of the Ahepans and Daugh-
ters working together as a Family.  You need 
to know that the District will benefit because 
of our friendship and like values. 

Barbara Maligas, Kay Sgagias, Helen Santire, Sandy Salas, Barbara 

Stavis Wolf, Sharon Papadapoulos, Anne-Marie Cariotis 

 
 
 
                  

                                    (continued on page 4)  
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AHEPA (continued) 
 
 Without a doubt we are very anxious to 
get to know everyone in our AHEPA Family 
even more.  
 
 One of the great challenges for the up-
coming year will be accurate and timely com-
munication within our district.  Good commu-
nication is vital to any successful organiza-
tion. Another big challenge is membership - - 
I know you heard that before. But this is 
really an important issue that we all need to 
get involved with.  We can’t depend just on 
the District or even National to take action to 
continue growing our membership.  It has to 
start with each individual chapter. Developing 
local programs that support our cities, our 
communities, and our Church, will make indi-
viduals want to join us. We all need to waive 
‘the AHEPA flag’.  Also, we need to reach out 
to those members who are delinquent and see 
why they are.  I must say, I do not have all the 
answers in improving membership but I do 
know that if we all work together there isn’t 
anything that we can’t do. 
             
 Hurricanes Gustav and Ike devastated 
such a large area and displaced thousands of 
families in the Gulf Coast.   Let’s keep our 
AHEPA family impacted by both hurricanes 
in our thoughts and prayers.  
             
 Wishing you the gift of faith, the bless-
ing of hope and the peace of His love at 
Christmas and always. 
 
Fraternally, 
 

Costa Sgagias 

DOP (continued) 
 
 Soon my visitations will be start-
ing, and I'm so excited.  Visiting each of your 
chapters and meeting more of our District's 
sisters is something I can hardly wait to 
do.  Please contact me with your special 
events and meeting dates so I can start plan-
ning my calendar. 
  
 Our year has begun with Hurricane 
Ike.  Many of our sisters were out of reach  
for a couple of weeks which worried us all.  I 
am happy to say the I am finally hearing 
from some of them.  One of the outstanding 
traits of this organization is the true love and 
compassion that we share with one another 
especially in a time of need.  For those of you 
in the Houston and Galveston areas, please 
know that your sisters await your call for any-
thing that you might need.  I ask everyone to 
keep all of our brothers and sisters in your 
prayers while they begin the reconstruction of 
their lives. 

  
 May we continue to grow in faith, love 

and dedication!  Let the year begin! 
 
My love for you in Theta Pi, 
 
Sandy Salas 
 
 
 

DISTRICT GOVERNORS’ ARTICLES CONTINUED 
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TEN SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED FOR 2008-2009 ACADEMIC  YEAR 
 
 
 

 The Delta District Sixteen Scholarship Board awarded ten scholarships of $1,000 each 
at the 77th AHEPA District Sixteen Convention in Dallas, Texas, June 20-22, 2008, for the 
2008-2009 academic year. 
 
 The recipients of the District Sixteen Scholarships were:   
 
Katherine Rollins of Houston is attending University of Notre Dame in South Bend, Indiana, 
and received the AHEPA Educational Foundation National Scholarship for District Scholar-
ships. 
Julia Marie Cramer of Stafford is attending University of Houston in Houston, Texas, and 
received The Mary M. Verges Scholarship. 
Katherine Marie Smallwood of Dallas is attending Texas State University in San Marcos, 
Texas, and received The Nick C. Demeris Scholarship. 
Rebecca Holthaus Sappenfield of Houston is attending Texas A & M University in Galves-
ton, Texas, and received The James George Vletas Scholarship. 
Alexandra M. Calligas of Shreveport is attending Auburn University in Auburn, Alabama. 
Alexis Constance Collett is attending Texas A & M University in College Station, Texas. 
Nicolette D. Georgacakis of Spring Branch is attending Patrick Henry College in Purcellville, 
Virginia. 
Pavlos Karnezis of Missouri City is attending Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland, 
Ohio. 
Mark Steven Kirkikis of Kenner is attending Spring Hill College in Mobile, Alabama. 
Alyssa Marie Varsos of Houston is attending University of Texas in Austin, Texas. 
 
 Since 1984, $150,100 has been awarded to 190 scholarship recipients.  The District    
Sixteen Scholarship Fund is supported by the Annual Scholarship Raffle, by the Order of 
AHEPA and Daughters of Penelope Donation Envelope that was established in 1987, by the 
interest from the investments, by 6% of the net proceeds of a district convention, and by dona-
tions. 
 
 The 2008-2009 District 16 Scholarship Board is as follows: 
 
Steve G. Kirkikis, M. D., Chairman, AHEPA elected representative for 3 years 2008-2011. 
Ernest Papavasiliou, AHEPA elected representative for 3 years 2007-2010. 
Vangie Barrow, Daughters of Penelope elected representative for 3 years 2006-2009. 
Costa Sgagias, Order of AHEPA District Governor 2008-2009. 
Sandra Salas, Daughters of Penelope District Governor 2008-2009. 
 
 The deadline for submitting a scholarship application for the 2009-2010 academic year 
is May 28, 2009, three weeks before the 2009 AHEPA District 16 Convention in New Orleans.  
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               Best Wishes  

      from 

Margaret Angelos 

    Booras 

   SKEPSOU Editor 
    1987-2003 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Email submissions to: 

lieberums@aol.com 
 

Articles preferred in MS Word. 

Pictures are encouraged! 
Please identify photo subjects 

by name. 

SPRING DEADLINE:  MARCH 7, 2009 
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AHEPA CHAPTER 19 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS 

 

 

 

 Fort Worth Chapter 19 resumed monthly meetings in September after a sum-

mer  vacation.  We had an enjoyable time working with our Dallas Brothers to co-

host the District Convention.  Congratulations to the newly elected District Officers.  

Our chapter also would like to congratulate  Ryan Garabedian, the winner of our 

annual scholarship award.  Our upcoming plans for 2008-2009 will start with the an-

nual Saint Demetrios Food Festival on November 7-9.  Our chapter is also making 

plans for a Christmas party, the annual Valentine’s Day dance, and a  Lenten 

canned food drive. 

Nick Payblas 

 

AHEPA CHAPTER 29-ALEXANDER THE GREAT 

HOUSTON, TEXAS 

 
 
 
 

 The buzz word in Houston now is “How did you make out with the hurricane?”  Most of us    
received only minor damage like trees being blown over and limbs and leaves all over the place.  The 
biggest inconvenience was the loss of electrical power which of course means no air conditioning.  
Living in Houston without air conditioning is most unbearable due to the heat and humidity.  Even as 
of now, 9/21/08, almost 45% of the Houston area does not have electrical power, due to hurricane Ike. 
 
 Election of officers was held in June, with the following results: 
  President:  John Papas 
  Vice President : James Verges 
  Secretary:  Chris Nicholas 
  Treasurer:  Savvas Stefanides 
 
 The Chapter chartered a bus which took 28 members to the Dallas District 16 Convention.  In 
all, about 45 or more Houstonians attended the Convention. 
 
 At the National Convention in Athens, Greece, the Chapter was honored by having Anthony 
Kouzounis re-elected Supreme Treasurer and Pete Kaldis elected as Supreme Governor Region 7. 
 
 This year our Chapter has been in existence for 85 years.  An AHEPA Family social dinner 
was held on September 10th at the Church S.P. Martel Hall to celebrate this event. 
 
 Thanks to our President, John Papas, we now have a Chapter Newspaper called “The Senti-
nel.”  It was designed, written and edited by Brother John who puts in a tremendous amount of work 
to get it out. 
  
 We are striving to get more of our members to actively participate in the Chapter and are mak-
ing small steps at getting the younger members active by having programs that would encourage 
them to participate. 
 
Tom Pearson 
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HOUSTON’S AHEPA CHAPTER 29 EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION 

AWARDS 48 SCHOLARSHIPS 

  
 
 
 
 In 2001 AHEPA (American Hellenic Educational Progressive Association) “Alexander the 
Great” Chapter 29 established the AHEPA 29 Educational Foundation, Inc.  The Foundation’s ob-
jective is to establish and distribute scholarships to students of Hellenic descent and Phil-Hellenes 
in the Houston Metropolitan area. 
   
 As each year progresses, there are greater numbers of qualified and worthy students apply-
ing according to the specifications indicated in the application process.  The Foundation Directors 
strive to provide as many of these students with a scholarship as is feasible.  The Foundation’s 
goal is to be able to award a scholarship to all deserving applicants.  With donations, sponsors, and 
fundraisers such as the annual “Christmas Scholarship Gala” at the Junior League, the Foundation 
has been able to start a fund that will help make the scholarship fund self-perpetuating.   
  
 This past year, the Foundation will have awarded 48 scholarships ranging from $500 
to  $1500, which includes one grant for a student participating in the “Journeys to Greece Pro-
gram.”  The scholarships and grant were awarded July 31st to recipients present at the Founda-
tion’s annual “Scholarship Banquet” at the S.P. Martel Hall in Houston.  This year’s recipients were 
Christine Broadaway, Steven Broadaway, Nicholas Checkles, Zachary Michael Clarke, Julia 
Cramer, Katherine Dimataris, Brian Dupre, Phillip Dupre, Ky Exezidis, Leon George Fress II, An-
drea Gaspar, Arianna Gazis, Nicholas Geoca, Chris Georgalos, Renee Georgalos, Michelle 
Ionescu, James Juanopulos, Caterina Kaffes, Pavlos Karnezis, Anna Kiappes, John Leon Kiappes, 
Jr., Kerrie Marie Kavourgias, Teddy Kavourgias, Anastasia Koinis, Katherine Koinis, Maria Eleni 
Koinis, Christopher Kritikos, Konstantinos Kritikos, Michael Magoulas, Sarah Meschede, Philip 
Lambrakos, Nicholas Negron, Marissa Pappas, Aldo Rapos, Katherine Rollins, Elpida Routsas, Re-
becca Sappenfield, Jason Seifried, Demetrios Stamatakis, Eleni Tsounakas, Alyssa Varsos, Angela 
Varsos, Krista Vaughn, Robert Vaughn, Vivian Volirakis, Anthony Vossos, Daphne Yuanidis, and 
Victor Zaleta.  The Foundation also made a $1000 contribution to each of the Greek Language 
School Programs of Annunciation and St. Basil’s Greek Orthodox Churches. A total of $46,700 was 
awarded.  In the seven years since inception of the Foundation, a total of $350,000 has been 
raised and a total of $189,700 has been distributed in scholarships to students.   
  
 President Dr. Nick Patzakis emphasizes that students need firstly, “a desire to achieve,” sec-
ondly, “determination to attain,” and thirdly, “confidence to succeed” and that the nine letter word 
“integrity” is the key to success.  Under Dr. Nick Patzakis’ leadership, the Foundation has grown 
from a mere 4 scholarships awarded in 2001 to a current number of 48.  Vice President E. Chris 
Kaitson is also the Chairman of the Scholarship Selection Committee. The Secretary is Dr. Vasso 
Jacomides,  Assistant Secretary is Dr. Roxane H. Dadinis who is also the President of the Daugh-
ters of Penelope “Achaia” Chapter #54, Treasurer is Art Minas, and Investment Chairman is Chris 
Ramas.  Directors include Don Davidson, Karl Geoca, Nick Kritikos, Mike Matandos, and honorary 
member President of AHEPA “Alexander the Great” Chapter #29 John N. Papas, J.D. Director Nick 
Kritikos and his wife Debbie, owners of “Mom’s Country Kitchen,” provided the exceptional compli-
mentary dinner for the Scholarship Awards Banquet. 
  
 Anyone desiring to acquire additional information or wishing to contribute to this worthy 
cause should contact the Foundation at: 
  AHEPA 29 Educational Foundation, Inc., P.O. Box 10393, Houston, TX  77206 

713-522-9157 
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 AHEPA CHAPTER 133 

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 

 

 

 

 

  
 The main news from New Orleans is a progress report on the HUD apartment building. The application 
process for permitting in New Orleans is complex, not user friendly and time consuming. Over the past several 
months we have been tediously going through this process with finally an end in sight.  We should have a con-
struction permit shortly and should proceed with the closing within a few months after that. On October 9

th
, 

during Holy Trinity Cathedral’s annual “A Taste of Greece” fundraiser, AHEPA 133 and Daughters 55 held a 
joint silent auction to raise funds to offset chapter related expenses for this project. The church has graciously 
allowed the chapters to keep all of the auction proceeds in addition to keeping half of the admission ticket fees 
sold by the clubs. This was a wonderful commitment to AHEPA from the church and it was greatly appreciated. 
 
 We would like to also thank our Ahepans, Daughters, community members, and businesses who not 
only donated items for the auction, but also bought tickets to support this worthy cause. The overall proceeds 
from this benefit are earmarked for the “Holy Trinity Cathedral Educational Endowment Fund”.   
 
 The Chapter would also like to congratulate Sister Barbara Stavis Wolf on her election to Grand Presi-
dent of the Daughters of Penelope. Barbara has been unwavering in her support for the HUD project and has 
been a staunch supporter and contributor.   She is Vice-President of the Board of Directors. We look forward to 
co-hosting the District 16 convention this summer. 
 
Nick M. Moustoukas, MD 

AHEPA CHAPTER 518-HELLENIC SPIRIT OF CLEAR LAKE 

WEBSTER, TEXAS 

 
 
 
 
 Our Chapter here in the Clear Lake (Bay Area) is getting back in business after 
the summer break.  Hurricane Ike notwithstanding, most of the members I heard from 
came out with minor damages.  We started our season by inviting Harris County Dis-
trict Attorney candidate Ms. Patricia Lykos to speak to us and also meet and greet 
the community at St John The Theologian Church.  We are now planning our yearly     
Valentine Day Glendi/Dinner Dance for Saturday February 14, 2009 at the Bay 
Area Community Center, on NASA Road 1.  This benefit event funds scholarships 
such as the three given this year to deserving students of our community. 
  
 
George Zacharias 
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 DOP NESTOR CHAPTER 55 

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 

  
 
 
 

  

 The members of Nestor #55 in New Orleans have 
experienced an exciting and fun Spring and Summer.  At 
our May meeting we surprised Sister Wolf with a Second 
Line send off party for her trip to Greece where she would 
be elected to the highest office of our order – Grand 
President of the Daughters of Penelope. 
 
 In June Sisters Sandy Bouzon, Helen Malachias, 
Vange Malachias and Barbara Stavis Wolf attended the 
District Convention in Dallas where PDG Sandy Bouzon 
served as Convention Chairman.  A fun time was had by 
all. 
 
 Nestor Chapter was extremely proud when our 
own Sister Barbara Stavis Wolf was elected Grand Presi-
dent in Athens Greece in July.  She has served our order 
with honor and distinction and is well deserving of the 
office.  On September 28 – our AHEPA Family honored 
Sister Barbara with a reception following church services 
for our entire community.  President Helen Malachias 
spoke of Sister Barbara’s accomplishments and our pride 
in her. 
 
 In October the Daughters and Ahepans held a raf-
fle and silent auction in conjunction with the Commu-
nity’s “A Taste of Greece”  the proceeds will go toward 
funding our HUD Project which we hope to break ground 
on in 2009. 
 
 Mark your calendars:  June 18 – 21, 2009 for the 
Annual Delta District 16 Convention to be held in New  

Orleans – “The Big Easy”.  The hotel is the Sheraton – 
Downtown Canal Street.  Sister Sandy Bouzon will head up the executive committee who is working to 
plan a great weekend.  We are pleased to host Grand  President Barbara’s testimonial in conjunction with 
the Convention.  Sister Adrienne Dabbs Owen 
will chair the testimonial with her committee – I 
know all of our Sisters throughout the District 
will want to be on hand to honor Sister Barbara. 
 
 Upcoming events for our chapter are bake 
sale workshops in November for our Christmas 
Bake Sale the first weekend in December and a 
joint Christmas Dinner with our Brother Ahepans. 
 
  Nestor Chapter wishes everyone in the 
District “Happy Holidays”.  Don’t forget to save 
the date for the District Convention in New      
Orleans. 
 
Sandy Bouzon 

Vange Malachias, Sandy Bouzon, Barbara Stavis Wolf, Helen Malachias 

Nancy Athas, Barbara Stavis Wolf 
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 AHEPA CHAPTER 311 

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 

 
 
 
 
 

 We started off our new 2008 – 2009 term with a great turnout. Our Life Member (that means he has 
over 50 years of AHEPA service) Jim Vamvakias installed our new chapter officers (well only one was new): 
(l-r) Frank Papatonis – Secretary, Costas Sgagias – President,   Geoff Crabtree - Vice President, and John 
Fotopoulos – Treasurer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 Once again we celebrated “AHEPA Day” with our Dan Anthony Memorial Scholarship and Sunday 
School Teacher Appreciation Luncheon.  We presented all our wonderful Sunday School Teachers with a gift 
certificate to thank them for all that they do for our youth.   Also, Dorothy Sawyer was recognized for her 50 
years of dedicated service to the Sunday School Program.  She received many accolades and acknowledge-
ments - - from President Bush to State Senators - what a tremendous accomplishment! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  
          Dorothy Sawyer, Katie Dolan, Georgia Zannaras,                                     Danny Organ, Dorothy Sawyer and Family 

          Kevin Dolan, and Tomi Papanikolaou 

 

 In June we were waiving the Greek flag at the 37th Texas Folklife Festival. Considering this year we 

had “record breaking” Texas heat and Sunday was Father’s Day, we still did pretty well.  While, we didn’t 

win a ribbon for our delicious Gyro this year, we did get a 2nd Place Ribbon for our booth.  However, we 

never forget that our participation is not only about making money, but it allows us an opportunity to keep 

our culture and our flag ever present in the San Antonio Community.  What's more it allows everyone from 

our community to work together, have some fun and support a worthwhile event.  This year we were ex-

tremely blessed to have so many volunteers show up to help - - it was really great to see so many folks come 

out and help.  We are truly blessed to be part of such a community! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Festival volunteers take a break                         Festival volunteers break for a photo and see if Costas Sgagias is paying 

       from the gyros to dance                                      attention—all the nametags read, “Costa”  
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 No sooner did we finish packing up after the Folklife Festival, it was time for the 77th Delta District 

16 Convention hosted by the Fort Worth and Dallas Chapters, June 20 – 21.    The convention was well at-

tended and was a huge success.   Chapter 311 was well represented by (l-r) Tim Swainhart, Harry Rokas, 

Luis Salas, Skeeter Lieberum and Dave Karthauser (not pictured).  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
  

Each year our chapter awards the Dan Anthony Memorial Scholarship in the amount of $1,000 to a deserving 
student(s) from our community entering their freshman year of college.  The scholarship is granted based on 
an individual’s contribution to their church, school and community.   Congratulations to this year’s recipients: 
Stephanie Asvestas, Angeliki Haral and Robbie Welzbacher. 

 
  Stephanie Asvestas                                              Angeliki Haral                                                     Robbie Welzbacher                                              

 

               After that we turned our attention to getting ready for our 48th Annual Greek FUNstival. When the 
wonderful ladies started baking and cooking, the Ahepans were the first to volunteer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        Ralph LaRochelle                                                            
 
 
 
 
              
 
 
                                                                                                                                                               Jim Vamvakias                                                              

            As we do every year we made time to carry on with our quarterly Charlie Nicholson Memorial Blood 
Drive - - a big thank you to everyone that donated the ‘gift of life’.  
           
          Wishing everyone in Delta District 16 peace, health, happiness and prosperity in the coming New Year.     
 
God Bless,   Costa Sgagias 
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 The sisters of Hecabe are off to a great start, having initiated two new Daughters, Merideth Rokas and 
Christine Davis in October, and we are planning the initiation of four more in November! 
 
 We’re educating newcomers and those who aren’t so new but curious with some insight as to our 
work and organization through the St. Sophia parish newsletter, highlighting our ideals, national projects, etc.  
We’ve also posted a membership list on our Church bulletin board with an invitation to contact us, with the 
idea that interested women may contact a sister they see listed with whom they may already have a relation-
ship.  Of course, we have also encouraged our sisters to approach someone new, the way most of us were 
brought in. 
 
 Hecabe recently celebrated our chapter’s 60th Diamond Jubilee and honored our charter member, Sis-
ter Helen Georgacakis.  Helen is a real gem in our community and personifies our ideals.  This celebration 
took place at the 17th Mary Vamvoras Style Show Luncheon in September.  Mary Vamvoras was our found-
ing member and first president, so we used the occasion to celebrate Founder’s Day as well.  But that’s not 
all!  We honored National Penelope Olga Kouchoukos Karthauser for 50 years as a Daughter, Sister Sandy 
Salas on her selection as the new District Governor, Sister Kay Sgagias on her selection as the District Treas-
urer, and we presented Sister Leona Moore with her past president’s pin.  We were thrilled to have Grand 
President Barbara Stavis Wolf in attendance to help celebrate and honor these fine women.  We congratulate 
Sister Barbara on her outstanding achievement and thank her for her many years of dedication to the DOP.  
Meanwhile, let’s not forget the scholarship recipients!  Our scholarships this year were awarded to Stephanie 
Asvestas, Christina Cash, Nicolette Georgacakis, and Elizabeth Sahady.  
 
 The District Convention was a great time of fellowship, and San Antonio is so proud of our presence 
within the District.  Congratulations to our sisters elected to office, as well as our AHEPA brothers, Costas 
Sgagias as District Governor and Tim Swainhart as District Secretary.  Way to go, San Antonio!! 
 
 We’re preparing for the holidays by making handmade Thanksgiving and Christmas cards to distrib-
ute, and we’re also preparing our traditional Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets for distribution.  We’re also 
participating once again in the Salvation Army’s “Stuff-a-Stocking” program. 
 
 Among our blessings, we surely count sisterhood.  Wishing all our brothers and sisters the makings of 
warm and happy holiday memories, and the blessings of spiritual renewal and growth as we reflect on His 
Holy Gifts.   
 
Andrea Lieberum 
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Kay Sgagias, Sandy Salas, Leona Moore, Olga Karthauser, 

Helen Georgacakis, Barbara Wolf, Andrea Lieberum 

Barbara Stavis Wolf and Helen Georgacakis, our Charter Member 

Olga Karthauser, Sandy Salas, Barbara Stavis Wolf, Katherine 

Scattergood, Anna Jaffers, Carol Voutsounis 

Katherine Green, Vita Mayo, Dorothy Sawyer, Olga Karthauser, 

Barbara Stavis Wolf 

         
 
         

              Hecabe’s  

        60th Diamond Jubilee 

                at the 17th  

       Mary Vamvoras Style Show  
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 Fall greetings from your Shreveport AHEPA #8 and Daughters of Penelope #211 memberships.  We last left 
our Skepsou reading audience as we were ending our year in May.   The AHEPA sponsored the wonderful Mother’s 
Day Luncheon for our St. George community with a delicious meal prepared by Andrew Panos and Chris Panos.   And 
the “dessert” was our men serenading the women with “Let Me Call You Sweetheart” under the direction of Sammy 
Booras and John Georgiafandis.  The best free entertainment in town!  Our family also remembered our fallen brothers 
and sisters with a memorial service on AHEPA Day, May 18.   
 
 AHEPA Chapter officers for 2008-2009 are:  President John Georgiafandis, Vice-President Pat Booras, Secre-
tary Mike Clikas, Treasurer Harry Strovolemo.  The AHEPA Chapter had its annual chapter raffle on April 30, 2008.  
Several Daughters attended the Multicultural Center of the South’s fund raiser in July and provided koulourakia and 
baklava for the event.  It was a well-attended event and gave the city a taste of the many cultures in Shreveport.   

 
 
 
 
 

 Seated:  Penny Vletas, Mildred Boozalis, Maria Kirkikis , 
                                                                                                                              Sharon Papadopoulos  Standing:  Magda Panos, Barbara Maligas 

 

  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 Dallas welcomed several of our members for the District Convention in June and we came home with several 
awards.  We are proud to announce the following:   Shreveport AHEPA #8 received the Chapter of the Year award; 
Sophia Booras was first runner-up for Daughter of the Year;  Alex Booras received the Distinguished Service Award 
for his many years of outstanding years of service to the Order;  Dr. Steve Kirkikis was reelected District Treasurer and 
reelected to the District 16 Scholarship Board as Chairman for another three-year term which marks Steve’s 35th year 
on the Board and his 25th consecutive year as Chairman;  Alexandra Calligas, daughter of Gary and Tina Calligas, and 
Mark Kirkikis, son of Billy and Christi Kirkikis, each received a $1,000 AHEPA District 16 scholarship for the 2008-
2009 academic year.  The AHEPA Chapter purchased all eight District Scholarship Raffle Tickets at $50 each for a 
$400 donation to the District 16 Scholarship Fund.   We congratulate each and every one of our members on their out-
standing accomplishments. 
 
 Both chapters are gearing up for a year of busy activities beginning with the awarding of our Shreveport 
AHEPA Daughters Educational Grant (SADEG) to our deserving students.  The Daughters will have a “Ladies Night 
Out” to celebrate a belated chapter birthday and kick off our year and soon the holidays will be upon us.   
 
 We especially want to extend our congratulations to newly elected Grand President Barbara Stavis Wolf!  Bar-
bara has always been an such an asset to our Sisterhood and our Delta District and we have always been so proud to 
claim her as “one of our own.”  We wish her the best for a most successful year and let her know her North Louisiana 
sisters support her 200%!  AXIA!! 
 
 The Shreveport AHEPA Family wishes all of District 16 a blessed holiday season and happy and healthy 2009.   
 
Georgia Booras and Steve Kirkikis 
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 Early Saturday, September 13, 2008, Hurricane Ike passed over western Houston, the territory of Chapter 522.  
Around 1 a.m. power went out for most of the area.   
 
 By 7 a.m. the worst of the winds were going by, from north to south in our area.  Around 7:30 a.m. the wind 
direction changed around, from south to north now.  Some of the trees, that were already leaning to the south, got an 
abrupt shove to the north and became uprooted at that time. 
 
 By 10 a.m. the winds had decreased to acceptable levels and some people ventured out of their houses to check 
the damage.  Luckily, very few trees had hit houses, although most people had several large, broken tree branches in 
their yards and sidewalks.  Almost no windows were broken, even though very few people had boarded up their houses. 
 
 Power was still out for most of the area, but some blocks here and there had power back already.  At the 
Church of St. Basil power was on and damage was not very great:  The existing building had some water damage and 
the new Sanctuary, under construction, suffered some minor damages and water intrusion. 
 
 On Sunday, September 14, St. Basil's held regular services, although very few parishioners were in attendance.  
Most people were still without power, but several crews were working all over the area to restore it.   One week later 
most of western Houston had power and the officers of Chapter 522 were able to communicate with most of the mem-
bership.  Luckily, again, most of the members had experienced minor damages only. 
 
 The last previous major hurricane to directly hit the Houston area was Alicia, in 1983.  So, now everybody is 
talking about a "25-year" rule and getting ready for the next big one in 2033!  :-) 
 
Nick Kaffes 

  

 Our chapter has a dynamic year ahead. Our kick off event is an exciting Interior Home Design Semi-
nar taught by Sophia Vasiliou, ASID, on Saturday, October 18th. Call Johanna Pappas for reservations 713-
783-9015.  On November 16th we are hosting the coffee after church in honor of Founders Day. 
 
  A yard sale is planned for November 8th to raise money for our charity.  Rodanthe chapter of Maids of 
Athena will be assisting, selling baked goods and refreshments. We are exited about having a joint event with 
our new Maids chapter in our area. 
 
 A Wine/Cheese/Sweets social is planned for February which we are co-sponsoring with the Achaia 
chapter.  Contact Barbara Maligas or Johanna Pappas for further details. 
 
 Our new elected board members are: 
 
 Johanna Pappas  President 
 Teme Sappenfield  Vice President 
 Barbara Vamvakias  Treasurer 
 Yvonne Viteri   Secretary 
 

Johanna Pappas 
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