
A brief look at Tulsa, Oklahoma

With a population of more than 400,000, Tulsa (Oklahoma’s second-largest city and America’s 45th most 

populous city) is on the Arkansas River between the Osage Hills and the Ozark Mountains—a region of the state 

known as "Green Country".

Tulsa is highly ranked (i.e. Top 50 cities in the U.S.) in innovation and quality of life by magazines like 

Forbes, FDi Magazine, and Business Week. The Gathering Place (a new 66-acre, $468 million urban park along the 

Arkansas River) and the BOK Center (Downtown arena designed by famous architect Cesar Pelli) are nationally 

recognized.

Considered Oklahoma’s cultural and arts center, Tulsa has two large art museums, a number of small galleries 

and museums throughout the city, professional opera and ballet companies, and one of America’s largest 

concentrations of art deco architecture. Tulsa’s music legacy includes Bob Wills and The Texas Playboys (who 

first performed at Cain’s Ballroom--largely credited for creating Western Swing music) and Leon Russell. An early 

20th Century Tulsa building boom coincided with the rise of art deco architecture in the United States.

In 1925, Tulsa businessman Cyrus Avery campaigned to create a national highway linking Chicago to Los 

Angeles--making Tulsa the "Birthplace of Route 66". Route 66 has been important for Tulsa's development-- a 

popular rest stop for travelers and showcasing cultural treasures like the Meadow Gold Sign.

Known as the "Oil Capital of the World" for most of the 20th Century--Tulsa’s economy has been fueled by oil, 

natural gas, and energy sectors. However, today Tulsa has diversified to include finance, aviation, 

telecommunications and technology.

A brief look at convention host AHEPA Tulsa Chapter #13

Hosting the 2022 District Convention will be the 8th time in the 99-year history of Tulsa Chapter #13 and the 

first time in 25 years (1997) that Tulsa has hosted a convention.  As in many small or medium sized Greek 

Orthodox parishes, Tulsa Ahepans are active supporters and leaders at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church in 

Tulsa--serving on the parish council, providing Psaltis for the liturgies and teaching Sunday School, leading the 

annual Tulsa Greek Festival (Tulsa’s oldest and largest ethnic festival).

In its 36 years, our small chapter scholarship fund has helped 46 college students with 66

scholarships totaling nearly $50,000.  Throughout the 20th Century, Tulsa chapter was in Oil Center District 15 

(Oklahoma, Nebraska, Kansas, Missouri)--where the chapter produced many district governors and district lodge 

officers, often edited the district newsletter, and produced many great AHEPA memories during the strongest 

part of Ahepa’s history. Five years ago, Oil Center District 15 was reorganized, and Tulsa Chapter #13 moved to 

Delta District 16.
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Welcome to Tulsa--Host, 2022 Ahepa District 16 Convention

Save the date

91st Ahepa Delta District 16 Convention

June 3 to 5, 2022  - Tulsa, Oklahoma 

Osage Casino and Hotel, Tulsa
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91st Annual Delta District 16 Convention
and AHEPA Centennial District Celebration

June 3 to 5, 2022 - Tulsa, Oklahoma
Headquarters Hotel - Osage Casino and Hotel, Tulsa

Room rate (Thurs to Sat): $109/night (king or double queen beds)
Call 877-246-8777 (ask for the Ahepa group rate) or go to www.osagecasino.com, select 
the Tulsa location, click on Group Sign In, and use booking ID AHEPA22 to get the group 
rate.

Registration: $125.00
[includes admission to all events (except golf outing), convention program book, 
registration gifts]

Schedule of events
FRIDAY— Tour of Tulsa (downtown art deco architecture, Philbrook Museum) or golf; 
Convention opening, Dinner and cocktails – Holy Trinity Community Center
AHEPA Centennial celebration event - AHEPA Fez night After Dinner Events - Choice of 1) First 
Friday art crawl and Market District night spots or 2) Night at the Osage Casino,

Saturday, June 4
8 am Breakfast meeting--Past District 16 Governors
9 am Joint session--AHEPA, Daughters of Penelope, Sons and Maids
10 am Business session Meetings--AHEPA, Daughters, Sons and Maids
Hospitality suite (refreshments)

LUNCH ON YOUR OWN
6 pm Cocktails (banquet room)
7 pm Banquet - Native American dance exhibition – Officer Installations
Dancing (American and Greek music)

Sunday, June 5
10 am Divine Liturgy--Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church

noon Coffee hour/continental breakfast

http://www.osagecasino.com/


SKEPSOU SPRING 2022 3

For more information call Demetrius Bereolos 

(918) 381-8337 or send an email to 
ahepadistrict16convention@yahoo.com

A brief look at Tulsa, Oklahoma
With a population of more than 400,000, Tulsa (Oklahoma’s second-largest city and America’s 45th

most populous city) is on the Arkansas River between the Osage Hills and the Ozark Mountains--a

region of the state known as "Green Country".

Tulsa is highly ranked (i.e. Top 50 cities in the U.S.) in innovation and quality of life by magazines like

Forbes, FDi Magazine, and Business Week. The Gathering Place (a new 66-acre, $468 million urban

park along the Arkansas River) and the BOK Center (Downtown arena designed by famous architect

Cesar Pelli) are nationally recognized.

Considered Oklahoma’s cultural and arts center, Tulsa has two large art museums, small galleries

and museums throughout the city, professional opera and ballet companies, and one of America’s

largest concentrations of art deco architecture. Tulsa’s music legacy includes Bob Wills and The

Texas Playboys (who first performed at Cain’s Ballroom--largely credited for creating Western

Swing music) and Leon Russell. An early 20th Century Tulsa building boom coincided with the rise of

art deco architecture in the United States.

In 1925, Tulsa businessman Cyrus Avery campaigned to create a national highway linking 

Chicago to Los Angeles--making Tulsa the "Birthplace of Route 66". Route 66 has

been important for Tulsa's development-- a popular rest stop for travelers and showcasing

cultural treasures like the Meadow Gold Sign.

Known as the "Oil Capital of the World" for most of the 20th Century--Tulsa’s economy has been

traditionally fueled by oil, natural gas, and energy sectors. However, today Tulsa has diversified to

include finance, aviation, telecommunications and technology.

A brief look at convention host AHEPA Tulsa Chapter #13
Hosting the 2022 District Convention will be the 8th time in the 99-year history of Tulsa Chapter #13

and the first time in 25 years (1997) that Tulsa has hosted a convention.

As in many small or medium sized Greek Orthodox parishes, Tulsa Ahepans are active supporters

and leaders at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church in Tulsa--serving on the parish council, providing

Psaltis for the liturgies and teaching Sunday School, leading the annual Tulsa Greek Festival (Tulsa’s

oldest and largest ethnic festival).

In its 36 years, our small chapter scholarship fund has helped 46 college students with 66

scholarships totaling nearly $50,000.  Throughout the 20th Century, Tulsa chapter was in Oil Center 

District 15 (Oklahoma, Nebraska, Kansas, Missouri)--where the chapter produced many district 

governors and district lodge officers, often edited the district newsletter, and produced many great 

AHEPA memories during the strongest part of Ahepa’s history. Five years ago, Oil Center District 15 
was reorganized and Tulsa Chapter #13 moved to Delta District 16.
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2022 Delta District 16 Convention - Registration
June 3 to 5, 2022 Tulsa, Oklahoma

Name (print)_____________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________________
City _________________________________ State__________ Zip Code _____________________
E-mail______________________________________________ Phone ( ) ____________________

Friday, June 3–Golf outing or tournament, Tour of art deco architecture--Downtown Tulsa;
Lunch and gallery tour--Philbrook Museum; Cocktails, convention opening ceremony,
AHEPA centennial presentation, dinner, Fez night (encourage Ahepans to wear their fez
during this event)--Zartaludes Community Center, Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church;
First Friday art crawl (Market District) or night at the casino; Hospitality suite.

Saturday, June 4 (all events at Osage Casino and Hotel)--Joint session (AHEPA,
Daughters of Penelope, Sons of Pericles); Individual business sessions; Cocktails (banquet
room), banquet, Native American dance exhibition, dance; Hospitality suite.

Sunday, June 5 2022 (all events at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church)--Divine Liturgy
followed by coffee hour.

Registration: ________ x $125.00 $ _____
(includes all events except golf outing and lunch at Philbrook Museum)
Golf outing _________x $50 00 $ _____
(includes green fee, golf cart rental, sleeve of golf balls)

Total $_______

Registering as a member of (check one):  [ ] AHEPA [ ]Daughter [ ]Sons [ ] Maids [ ]Guest
Registering as a: [ ] Convention Delegate [ ]Convention Alternate

Past District Governor [ ] District Lodge member [ ]
Make check payable to: District 16 Ahepa Convention

I want to charge my registration and /or golf fees to:
AMEX ______ VISA _____ Master Card _____ Discover ______
Credit Card Number__________________________________________________________
Expiration date:  ___________________________________         Security Code: __________

Mail form and payment to: 2022 AHEPA District 16 Convention,
1929 South Cheyenne, Tulsa, Oklahoma, 74119

For questions, email Demetrius Bereolos at ahepadistrict16convention@yahoo.com or
call 918-381-8337
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One last thought for the 

Brothers and Sisters we lost this 

past year. I know I will miss 

seeing them in our meetings,

the lobbies, and the bar. May 

their memories be eternal.  

Our next Skepsou deadline 

is August 15. Get your pictures 

from our upcoming district and 

the national conventions so we can all share in 

on everyone’s fun.  

From the AHEPA District Governors . . .
Brothers and Sisters: 

This year Covid has been a large deterrent 

for many events and gatherings.  This has been 

a test for us all. We might have lost out on 

some opportunities to celebrate our 100th year 

but this upcoming year is 100 for many of our 

chapters.  Now we can get active again by 

bringing the enjoyment and satisfaction of 

doing for others and our community.

It sounds like Tulsa has planned a big 

weekend for our convention. I look forward to 

seeing everyone there. Show up with your 

AHEPA fez if you have one. You will be glad you 

did.

DELTA DISTRICT 16 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
All AHEPA District 16 Scholarship applications for 

the Fall 2022 semester should be submitted to:

Ahepad16scholarship@aol.com

The completed application must be received by the 

Scholarship Board no later than May 31, 2022.

AHEPA DISTRICT 16 LODGE OFFICERS

Gus Angelo - District Governor - Lance Von Uhed - District Lt Governor

Demetrius Bereolos - District Secretary  - Bill Lane - District Treasurer

George Psilos - District Warden  - Michael Spartalis - District Athletic Director

Kim G. Nikolis - Scholarship Chairman

Nick "Coach" Voris - Past District Governor & Advisor

DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE DISTRICT 16 LODGE OFFICERS

District Governor - Elizabeth Horiates

District Lt. Governor/Secretary/Marshall - Paulette Pastor

District Treasurer - Barbara Stavis Wolf

District DOP/MOA Advisor - Katina Tassopoulos

mailto:Ahepad16scholarship@aol.com
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Daughters of Penelope District 16 Governor News - Elizabeth Horiates
This year our Grand President Kathy Bizoukas asked me to be the National Liaison for Penelope 

House, one of our National Projects. I wanted to share what I learned with our District, who always 

supports Penelope House. I know that most of us have never visited, including myself, so I would like 

to share some pictures with you of this comprehensive service program for women and children who 

have experienced Domestic Violence.

I have purposefully left off names and limited pictures of the shelter, to protect the safety of the

shelter, and those who work there.

Tonie Ann Coumanis Torrans, 

Executive Director; Kathryn 

Koumanis, Founder of 

Penelope House and Penelope 

House Ambassador.

This is the reception Area of 

the secure location.

In 1979 Penelope House was the first 

Domestic Violence Shelter in the state of 

Alabama, and the fifth in the nation. 

Today, this program is a leader in the 

country for how to handle this very 

difficult situation with love and 

professionalism.  Penelope House is known 

throughout our Country and these two 

women have dedicated over 40 years to 

this incredible work.

Looking down a hallway with new 

flooring throughout the shelter that was 

recently installed. The staff is constantly 

busy applying for grants, and fundraising 

to provide a shelter that is clean, 

uplifting, and full of love from staff and 

volunteers alike.

Professional Staff and Members of the 

Thais Chapter of the Daughters of Penelope, 

who give generously to Penelope House.  

Penelope House has the full support of 

the Daughters of Penelope, the AHEPANs and 

the Community of Mobile, AL to help with 

this very well organized and thorough 

program to help families in their time of 
crisis.

Domestic Violence Counseling and Court Advocacy is a major component of helping victims get the 

protection that they need and make a new start. Penelope House sees them through from admittance 

to the shelter to a new beginning.  Some of the women may never need to come to the shelter 

because they receive excellent Outreach and Domestic Violence counseling, referrals, and emotional 

support to “break the cycle” of abuse through their Domestic violence Counseling Services.

The Staff also provides Community Education, Support Groups, and a comprehensive program to 

protect and safely continue the education of the children whose lives have been affected.
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Daughters of Penelope District 16 Governor News - Elizabeth Horiates

I was able to bring some presents for the women and children at the 

shelter and some art supplies for the Children’s program. Gift Cards, 

small gifts for seasonal celebrations, or arts and craft supplies for the 

Children’s programs are appreciated throughout the year. 

Penelope House has been blessed by all the Daughters of Penelope 

Chapters across the country and abroad. The AHEPA Chapters and the 

AHEPA Housing Organization have given generously, and they are very 

appreciative. Individual members, and Chapters have given additional 

resources throughout the year. 

The work done here is vast, and every penny is well spent. I was so 

impressed with the thoroughness of this program. Safety and shelter, 

advocacy, and community education and outreach are abundant here. 

Tonie Ann and her mother Kathryn Coumanis continue to meet every 

challenge with creativity, and respect for the safety and privacy of these 

families. Your help is crucial to fulfilling the needs they face.

Penelope House has been blessed by all the Daughters of Penelope Chapters across the country and 

abroad. The AHEPA Chapters and the AHEPA Housing Organization have given generously, and they are 

very appreciative. Individual members, and Chapters have given additional resources throughout the 

year. 

The work done here is vast, and every penny is well spent. I was so impressed with the thoroughness 

of this program. Safety and shelter, advocacy, and community education and outreach are abundant 

here. Tonie Ann and her mother Kathryn Coumanis continue to meet every challenge with creativity, 

and respect for the safety and privacy of these families. Your help is crucial to fulfilling the needs they 

face.

Penelope’s Closet provides clothing and household items for 

residents at the shelter when they need them. It also raises money 

for the shelter.  Katina Vallas, a long time Daughter of Penelope 

and avid supporter of Penelope House, and I visited Penelope’s 

Closet.

Penelope House has a 

Transitional Living program fund 

through the office on Violence 

against Women/Department of 

Justice. Clients and their 

children can live 2 years rent 

free where educational goals 

and /or work training programs 

can be completed, financial 

credit by TLC staff to foster 

financial independence and 

lives without violence.
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Daughters of Penelope District 16 Governor News - Elizabeth Horiates

The Chocolate Festival 

is an Annual Fundraiser that 

the community of Mobile 

looks forward to each year.

Volunteers from the 

Daughters Chapter, the

AHEPANS, young family 

members, and staff from the 

shelter join hands with 

vendors from the

community to raise money 

for Penelope House.

It is a fun event with 

prizes, great food,

entertainment, and contests 

that bring out the best in 

people.

Annual Chocolate Martini Tasting Booth.

Donations are made for the tasting. Very popular 

booth!  The Daughters also sold Chocolate Baklava!

This is a brilliant bake sale item!  It disappeared 

quickly and was delicious, so I bought two to take 

home, just in time! I think I got one of the last 

three boxes out of 109!

WHY AHEPA?
AHEPA was founded on July 26, 1922 in response to the evils of bigotry and racism 

that emerged in early 20th century American society. 

It also helped Greek immigrants assimilate into society.
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Daughters of Penelope District 16 Governor News - Elizabeth Horiates

Chocolate Moon Pies were one of the Sponsors of the Chocolate Festival this Year. Moon Pies were 

given freely throughout the day!  One of the Chocolate Challenge Winners:  Kathryn Coumanis for her 

famous Chocolate Truffles!  The Master of Ceremonies was from a local TV station. They interviewed 

the winners and Tonie Ann about Penelope House.

Kathryn Coumanis, Titsa Stratas and I at lunch on 

the bay.  I loved being with the Daughters of 

Penelope in Mobile. These women have worked 

together for

over 40 years. 

Kathryn had a vision and her friends and sisters in 

the Daughters of People Chapter stood with her and 

brought all their friends and family members too! It 

is a work of selflessness and true dedication to 

women in need. 

They meet every challenge and continue to 

inspire others to help them too. Mobile is a vibrant 

community because of this work. 

The AHEPANS have done an amazing job with 

building housing for Seniors in Mobile. Titsa’s late 

husband , Nick Stratas, was very inspired to build 

HUD AHEPA Senior Housing. The Chapter developed 

13 AHEPA Senior Housing buildings that are beautiful.     

They give generously to Penelope House from the 

proceeds of their Housing Program. The Daughters 

help the seniors too with special events, meals for 

Holidays, and other thoughtful gestures. I am very 

inspired by their collaboration. I hope others can 

visit and witness this wonderful work.



SKEPSOU SPRING 2022 10

NEW ORLEANS 
AHEPA AND DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE CHAPTERS

Anniversary Celebrations
The New Orleans AHEPA and Daughters of Penelope Chapters have been very busy and glad to be

getting together and doing activities in person.

As the Chapters celebrate important milestone anniversaries – 95 years for AHEPA Andrew

Jackson Chapter #133 (founded February 17, 1927) and 85 years for Daughters of Penelope Nestor

Chapter #55 (founded February 26, 1937), the celebration is incorporated into their schedule of

events all year.

The Daughters held their regular March meeting and started the celebration of their 85th

Anniversary while also discussing upcoming District and National Conventions.
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Seeing MAN OF GOD at the 

special showing on Monday, March 21.

NEW ORLEANS 
AHEPA AND DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE CHAPTERS

Mary Ellen Grace, George 

Wichser and Lance von Uhde

Suzie Yousif, Barbara Stavis Wolf, 

Mary Ellen Grace and George 

Wichser back row; Dr. Nick and 

Viki Moustoukas front row.

Magda Pelias (middle) with 

daughters Natalia 

and Stacy.

Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the movie 

and spread the word to others to come out 

and see the movie for the second showing a 

week later.

The next week, AHEPANs and Daughters 

again gathered for dinner and to go to the 

second showing because the movie was so 

interesting.  Some members returned to see 

the movie again with others that were 

seeing it for the first time on Monday, March 

28.

Jon and Victoria Bell, Mary Ellen Grace, Irene Harron, 

Barbara Stavis Wolf and Lance von Uhde.

John and Cornelia Koniditsiotis

and Faith Kyame

Paul and Billie Andersson, 

Lance von Uhde, Steve 

Zissis and Ginny Zissis

Irene Harron, Victoria and 

Jon BellMary Ellen Grace and 

Barbara Stavis Wolf
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Seeing MAN OF GOD at the 

special showing on Monday, March 21.

NEW ORLEANS 
AHEPA AND DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE CHAPTERS

Mary Pepps, Father George and 

Presvytera Harriet, Olga 

Christakis and Aki Christakis.

Sandy Bouzon and Nick Bouzon

Fred and Denise Ammons

Cathy Vial and Ginny 

Zissis in the foreground

Bobby Malachias and Helen 

Malachias upper row; Athena 

Kontaxis, Debbie and Vasili Funti

lower row.

DG Gus Angelo Received 50 Year Pin
District Governor Gus Angelo received his 50 year

pin from Supreme Treasurer Chris Kaitson during 

AHEPA 29’s baked potato dinner April 13th.

Br. Angelo is also president of AHEPA 29, inc., the 

four HUD apartments in west Houston, that were 

visited by the HUD Secretary Marcia Fudge.  

The Secretary selected AHPEA 29, Inc. because it 

is the best run HUD operation in the nation.  Her 

entourage included Houston politicians, Al Green and 

Sheila Jackson Lee.  National AHEPA, Inc. president 

Steve Beck and regional manager Sandy Dzankovich

were also in attendance.



The New Orleans AHEPA and Daughters of 

Penelope members of New Orleans worked 

harmoniously together to plan a superb Palm 

Sunday Luncheon for the Holy Trinity 

community on April 17. Father George Wilson 

gave the invocation and closing prayer.  

AHEPA Chapter President and District Lt. 

Governor gave the welcome remarks as 

everyone enjoyed getting together for this 

event for the first time in two years.  AHEPA 

Chapter Secretary Nicholas Bouzon thanked 

everyone that had helped put on the event and 

Daughters of Penelope Past Grand President 

Barbara Stavis Wolf gave remarks on the 

accomplishments of the AHEPA and Daughters 

of Penelope worldwide and locally.

PALM SUNDAY CELEBRATION WITH NEW ORLEANS AHEPA FAMILY APRIL 17, 2022
It was a special opportunity to recognize 

the 95th anniversary of AHEPA Andrew Jackson 

chapter 133 and the 85th anniversary of Nestor 

chapter 55 of the Daughters Penelope.

The fish meal was deliciously prepared by 

the great chefs and the successful 

achievements and contributions of the New 

Orleans AHEPA family to Holy Trinity Greek 

Orthodox Community and the success of the 

global organizations were showcased.

It was an outstanding event attended by 

nearly 200 members of Holy Trinity and was an 

opportunity for the New Orleans AHEPA and 

Daughters of Penelope to promote their 

organizations and many successful endeavors 

over the years.
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AHEPA Members of Andrew Jackson Chapter #133 New Orleans, LA

Members of Daughters of Penelope Nestor Chapter #55 New Orleans, LA
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NEW ORLEANS 
AHEPA AND DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE CHAPTERS

The Daughters and AHEPANs visited the Egyptian Queen Nefetari Exhibit at the New Orleans Museum of 

Art on Saturday, April 9 and had fun touring the exhibit together and then having lunch at the Museum 

Cafe.

Connie Kringas, Angeliki Bountovinas, Maria Latsis and Christina 

Kogos Enjoying the Nefertari Exhibit

Angie and Connie Kringas. 

The 2023 AHEPA Convention will be in Galveston, Texas 

at The Moody Gardens Hotel - May 18 – 23.
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NEW ORLEANS 
AHEPA AND DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE CHAPTERS

Alec and Connie Tiliakos, Lance von Uhde, Ann Morcos, Barbara Stavis Wolf, Mary Ellen 

Grace, and George Wichser, were some of the AHEPANs and Daughters enjoying lunch at the 

New Orleans Museum Cafe after touring the Exhibit.  

The Chapters will continue their Anniversary Celebration at the Annual AHEPA Family Palm 

Sunday Luncheon on April 17.  

The Daughters will celebrate and recognize Milestone years of service of members at the 

Celebration Tea on Saturday, April 30, 2022, hosted by Sophia Pappas and Adrienne Dabbs Owen.      

Election of Chapter officers will take place in May.  Then all AHEPA and Daughters members 

will focus on supporting preparations for the New Orleans Greek Festival May 27-29, 2022, the 

first New Orleans Greek Festival since 2019.  OPA!

AHEPA Delta District 16 Service Dog 

Graduation!

Delta AHEPA has been paired with his 

Warrior, Randy, an Army veteran from 

Colorado.



Achaia Chapter #54 Houston, TX
Valentine’s Day Bake Sale

Once again we had a successful Valentine’s Day 

bake sale. Our sisters and the Maids of Athena 

baked many beautiful pastries and treats for us 

to sell after the Divine Literacy. 

Daughter of Penelope member Helen Solomos with her fellow co-worker Katie Constantatos

worked together to demonstrate how to prepare Kolivo.  Our dear Sister Georgia Butta attended the 

demonstration and said that it was like stand-up comedy. Helen and Katy have been making koliva 

together a long time and they don't agree on many issues! It was hilarious!  At one point Katy said 

something and Helen did her Stavro.... Everyone laughed.

Father Efstratios J. Magoulias talked about the significance of the process and ingredients. The 

prayers were said that are always said in the making and incense lit.  It was great! 

Kolivo Preparation
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AHEPA conveyed its heartfelt congratulations to George J. Tsunis, the next

U.S. Ambassador to Greece in a statement issued by Supreme President

Jimmy Kokotas on March 14, 2022.

"The AHEPA family offers it heartfelt congratulations to Greek American 

George J. Tsunis on his confirmation by the U.S. Senate to serve as the next 

U.S. Ambassador to the Hellenic Republic. We beam with pride as it is a 

further testament to the fulfillment of the American Dream as he is the son 

of first-generation immigrants from Greece..."

AHEPA Congratulates George Tsunis, 

Poised to Be Next U.S. Ambassador to Greece



We received wonderful government recognition for our AHEPA 29, Inc. Apartments. Our beautiful 

housing complexes were built as affordable housing for seniors. The  joint Boards are looking into the 

possibility of buying land adjacent to the current Daughter’s apartments with the hope of adding a 

new building. We were visited by the Secretary of U. S. Housing and Urban Development Marcia 

Fudge and local politicians.
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HUD Secretary Marcia Fudge Visits AHEPA's Houston Communities
"Hands down one of the best she's seen in the country"

The names in the picture are from left to right: U.S. Representative Lizzie Fletcher, Past 

Supreme President Anthony Kouzounis, U.S. Representative Sheila Jackson Lee, U.S. Representative Al 

Green, Supreme Treasurer Chris Kaitson, U.S. HUD Secretary Marcia Fudge, Stan Patnyot, Past Grand 

President of the Daughters Mary Verges, Tom Person, and District Governor Gus Angelo.
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Shreveport AHEPA 8 monthly gyro sale.

Chris, George and Sammy Borges 

celebrate Sammy’s 92nd birthday. 

San Antonio AHEPA Chapter 311 celebrate meat for Sunday

Gyro sale and Tim Swinhart memorial coffee hour.

Shreveport AHEPA Chapter 8 monthly 

Gyro sale.

Around the District  . . . Shreveport & San Antonio 

Skepsou Articles
Please send Chapter news, information 

and announcements to:

SKEPSOU_Dist16@yahoo.com

mailto:SKEPSOU_Dist16@yahoo.com
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Obituaries

The New Orleans AHEPA Family mourns the loss of AHEPAN 

George Kontos, who previously served the New Orleans AHEPA 

Chapter as president.  George had since moved to Thessalonika, 

Greece, but often returned to New Orleans to visit friends.  

George was last in New Orleans for a visit in October 2021 

before returning to Greece.  Unfortunately, George contracted 

Covid-19 and passed away on December 31, 2021.  May his 

Memory be eternal.

George Kontos - 1961-2021

Philip E. Pappadopoulos – 1959-2022
Philip E. Pappadopoulos was born December 8, 1959 in Dover NJ. He passed away 

on April 21, 2022 in Allen TX. Phil's greatest passions were his family, his granddaughter 

Katherine, and his love of the Boston Red Sox.

Phil met the love of his life, Kathy, through their time in the GOYA. They were 

married on May 5, 1984 at St. Andrews Greek Orthodox Church in Randolph, NJ. 

Together they raised their son, Tim.

Phil loved his family, and was dedicated to doing anything he could for them, 

including coaching and being involved with team sports for Tim, and going to any craft 

show or on any shopping trip Kathy wanted. He never missed an important event or 

milestone in their lives.

He spent many years as an active member of his church and was involved in several 

different ministries. He was a Parish Council President, GOYA youth administrator, and 
GOYA basketball coach. He was the current President of the AHEPA Dallas Chapter 20. 

May his Memory be Eternal.

Jimmy was an active member of the Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral and 

served as President of The Sons of Pericles for several years as a young man.        

Upon graduating from college, Jimmy joined the family business of James 

Original Coney Island where he served as President until the mid-1990s. As the 

100th anniversary of JCI approaches next year, Jimmy’s lasting legacy will be the 

company’s expansion from one downtown store to fourteen different locations, 

which made JCI’s original chili and Coney Dog staples across the greater Houston 

community. 

May his memory be eternal.

James Thomas Papadakis  - 1939 - 2022
James T. Papadakis, 82, left this world into the hands of God on March 20, 2022. He was born August 16, 

1939 and was a native Houstonian. 

Jimmy attended San Jacinto High School followed by Southern Methodist University where he obtained a 

business degree and was a member of the Phi  Delta Theta Fraternity. Houstonian. Jimmy attended San 

Jacinto High School followed by Southern Methodist University where he obtained a business degree and was 

a member of the Phi Delta Theta Fraternity. 



The Order of AHEPA turns 100 this July and the Daughters of Penelope turned 92 this past 

November, and to celebrate, we are taking you back to the happiest place on earth, the Walt 

Disney World Resort in Orlando, Florida! Pack up your families and bring plenty of sunscreen to 

join the AHEPA family in this once in a lifetime celebration!

Our 2020 Disney Convention was postponed due to the pandemic, so in 2022, we are going to 

make up for it and bring you a week full of fun that you will not want to miss out on! We have 

worked with Walt Disney World Resort to secure a special convention rate for our attendees of 

$179/night plus tax and we anticipate that these rooms are going to sell out quickly! 

Meetings will start on Monday, July 18th, and Officer Installations will conclude the 

convention on Friday, July 22nd, but we encourage you to take advantage of our rate and plan 

your family vacations around these dates. Our room rate is available at the Coronado Springs 

from July 13-26th. We look forward to seeing you in Orlando.

Disney World Here We Come . . .  July 18th to July 22nd!
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To book your room now, go to:  

www.mydisneygroup.com/ahepa2022
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Founded in 1922 in Atlanta, Georgia, on the principles that 

undergirded its fight for civil rights and against 

discrimination, bigotry, and hatred felt at the hands of the 

Ku Klux Klan, AHEPA is the largest and oldest grassroots 

association of American citizens of Greek heritage and 

Philhellenes with more than 400 chapters across the 

United States, Canada, and Europe.

We are an organization that focuses on promoting 

awareness of Hellenic issues, supporting our fellow 

members, and sponsoring charitable causes at every 

opportunity.

Our mission it to promote the ancient Hellenic ideals of 

educations, philanthropy, civic responsibility, family and 

individual excellence through community service and 

volunteerism.




